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The Festival o of the Worid in '
the Southfiel

Civic Center,

26000 Evergreen, features
hundreds of ethnic perform-
ers, artists and vendors. The
International Institute's Origi-
nal World Market, Festival of
the World, continues through
Sunday. Hours are 10 a.m. to

8 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m, Saturday, 11 am.to 6
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $3
adults, $2 seniors/children.
Call (313) 871-8600.

Erich Kunzel leads the Detroit
Symphony Pops in a program
of arrangements by Nelson
Riddle, featuring perfor-
mances by swing dancers and
vocalist Michael Gough, 8:30
p.m. at Orchestra Hall in
Detroit. Tickets are $14 to $68.
Call (313) 576- 5111

3

Jody Elllsan and Greg T‘rza-
skoma g.ar in the Jewish

Ensembie Theatre’s presenta-
tion of “The Immigrant” by
Mark Harelik, 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. at the Aaron DeRoy The-
atre on the lower level of the
Jewish Community Center,
6600 W, Maple Road, West
Bloomfield. Tickets are $15-
$26. Call (248) 788-2900.

David Whitmar of Bloor-
field Hills is onc 163 artists
from 65 communities
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Thirteon years
after sho took home
1 Tony Award for
Beat Actress for

“ Lo’
back touring the umverﬂa

leust 29 citics — with her one-woman.
show written by Jane Wagner, Tom-

lin's long-time collaborator and part-
ner.

* Tomlin and her multiple personali-
ties — including Trudy, Chrissy, Kate,
Agnus and her parents, ¢
and Lud; Paul the sperm donor; Tina,
Brandy, Lyn. Edie and Marge - bring
their cosmic’ insights to Lha Fisher
Theatre stage Oct. 22-24 in Tomlin'’s
hometown of Detroit,

* *The Search’ is more relevant to
me now in looking back over the last
dozen years or so,” said Tomlin from
her current home basa of Los Ange-
les. "With all the diviasion, polariza-

tion and hate botween groups, the.

theme of connectivity botween all of
us a8 individuala scems more timely
now than it averhn Truly L bag
lady and ‘The

_“The Search zoir Slmglﬁ “Tgi'ﬁfw
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‘schoold tollay. § was just ernzy for this
stufl Thoy were written phonetically.
She'd read thess poems and I'd just
be entranced because it was like cre-
ating this world with just her voice.”

“I had do prope and I waen't in cos-
tume,” says Kay Pollock Goldberg,
who rotired in 1976 after 33 yeors
with the Detroit School system and
now lives in Livonin-with her hus-
band, Donald. “Today you wouldn’t
‘dare do poems like that, and it's
bad because there's a lot of good lxt.er-
ature that atill should be read, I

. would read from James Whitcomb:

Riley, Paul Lawrence Dunbar and
others and do Negro, Italian or, what
T call, ‘back woods dialects.”

v“Mnry Jean was showing signs at
an‘early age, when she won the poet-

What: “The Search for Signs of

Search’ says, ‘We zll time share the
same atoms.' One of my favorite
quoates about “Tlie Search’ appeared

in a roview: “The audionce was on its ~

feet applauding its higher self’ ™
Applause and accolades became
official for st a very early ago.
It was at Croaman Elementary
8chool in Detroit where the then
Mary Jean Tomlin won her first ora-
tory contest,
Wonderful teacher
“Kay Pollock was a wonderful
teacher,” Tomlin recalls fondly. "She'd
read broad dialoct poerns before we'd

Lifer in the Universe™ stosting
Lity Tomlin.

When: 8 p.m. Friday-Satusday, Oct. 22+
23.

Whare: Fisher Theatre, Detrolt.

Cost: Tickets are $25-$70. Call
Ticketmaster, {248) 6456666, or the
Fishor Box Otfice, (313) 872-1000.
Bonefit : On Sunday, Oet.
24, two shows 10 bonefit the Jewish
Assoctation for Residenttal Caco witl bo
performed at 2:30 and 7:30 p.n.
Reception for the Young Aduit Division of
JARC Is sot for 57 p.m. al Motor City
Grill. Tickats for benefit ahows atn $50-
$2,000 arct may ba otdered by calling
JARC, (248) 3525272,

Wsb site: For moace Information on her
show, “Tho Search.” visit

www lilytomlin.com.

ould. not hc..qnmcs&bem" Goldborg Adys..
rorrect:n.
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ry contest, that she wag gwnalu;' 8ot .
"1 hav
~been.yery touched by- the fact 't
Mary Jean has been so graciou
about remembering me. So maoy’
people, when they get where they
want to be, or near the top, forget
everybody else and she doesn't.”

Nearly 60 years later, Tomlin still
trensures her prize, the slim volume
of poetry with the dark red cover and
Kay Pollock's hand-written inscrip-
tion.

“From Kay Goldberg’s Friday after-
noon poetry readings, I got an inkling
of what it was and [ suddenly saw a
form for it when I performed socially
topical bits for Wayne State Universi-
ty's annual variety show,” says Tom-
lin, who permanently moved from
Detroit in 1965.

“As a child, I'd make the other kids
in my old apartment house at Hazel- |
wood and Byron in Detroit be in my
shows,” Tomlin says.

“They'd walk off the stage or
wouldn't show up, and here I was
completely excited and devoted to it.
When I was 10, I wrote this skit for
two kids who had moved into our
apartment house from Georgia who
both had curly red hair and freckles.
1'd maoke up sketches and 1 wanted
them to be Howdy Doody and Arthur
Godfrey because they looked like
them. I would play ine other charae-
tara like Holly Lokey, the Hawaiian
dancer and Princess Summerfallwin.
terspring.”

Resourceful
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ducer wannabe,
Tomlin did every-
thing she could to
get a pruper cos-
tume fur her epic
plays. She'd borrow

“clothés from her molhern closet.

Shu'd takis her. mom’s blunkets and

muke drapes.
' *I'wanted a stage. I wanted ticket
buyers. I wanted an audience.”

And now she’s got it all.
“That's how it is when you really

love something,” Tomlin adds, “You
do it unconsciously and voluntarily.
1 did it constantly.”

Tomlin honed her skills at Cros-

man Elementary, Hutchins Interme-
diate School and Cass Tech, where
she was the co-captain of the cheer-
leading team. But the turning point
came at Woyne State Univenity
when she earned kudos improvising
each mght as the capitalist wife and
mistress in the “Madwoman of Chail-
Iot” at the Bonstello Theatre.

“The drama kids thought I was

really funny and I thought, ‘Well, gee, -

hove some natural knack for doing

this! "

With that revelation in mind, Tom-

lin chucked her medical achool ambi-
tion for a life in the spotlights. And
Mary Jean Tomlin gave way to Lily
Tomlin.

“I changed my name one day at an

audition in New York. I'd always
loved my mother’s n: me and, stand-
ing in line outside ¢ club where I'd
heard they were loohing for English
people for a review, I decided I would
pretend 1 was English to get the job.
And Lily Tomlin scunds English eo,
when my turn came, I said in a very
British accent, ‘My name is Lily Tom-
lin'*

A very resourceful Broadway pro-

Plcase see LAY, B3

Frightening fun: Keith Prusak
(standing), Mario Razo and

SRO's production of “Dracula.”

cary plys, tales appeal to kids

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
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Don’t get sponked this Halloween
season. If haunted houscs make your
skin crawl and the sight of circling bats
makes you cringe, seck n safer alterna-
tive this spooky season - and one more
suitable for the kids. Try one of the fol-
lowing theatrical events with a Hal-
loween theme.

The Marguis Theatre’s production of
“Halloween Soup a comical melodra-
ma set to music, has a’cast of 20 chil.
dren between the nges of 8 and 14. The
theater is located ot 135 E. Main Street
in downtown Northville.

“Halloween Soup® tells the story of
how a lawyer named Fleasom attempts

to eviet the Ghoul family from their
mountain retreat. To save their
swampy home, Granny Ghoul tries to
persuade the freaky lawyer to marry
one of her daughters, But Fleasom is in
love with another, the lovely grand-
daughter Ada Mae.

Carol Kuhlman, assistant producer of
the show, said the production has been
well-received in the past. “Halloween
Soup” was last shown in 1896, but now
includes new cnn\‘ames and music.

Children like to sce other children on
stage, added Zayti. Performances are 7
p.m. Fridays, 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays and 2:30 p.m. Sundays in Octo-
ber. Tickets are $6. Group rates are
available. Not appropriate for children
under 3. Call (248) 349-8110 for infor-
mation.

Dracula
More mature audiences can take an

upvdoac and personal look at Dracula
hi f. SRO Productions presents

“These kids are so d," she said.

Inge Zayti, producer of the show,
agreed: *It is onc ufthc best Halloween
shows you can sce,” she said. “These
kids are very peluhed. They can sing
and act and they are very dedicated to
the theater.”

*Dracula,” a story adapted from the
Bram Stoker novel by Robert Smyth
and Kerry Meads. Hank Beanett
directs a cast of seven for this October
treat: Barbie Amann, Tamara Gries,




