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“POINTS OF VIEW

Narrow Gosselin’s bill to living wage

. 08t November, votere in Detroit approved by a 4-1
“ margin & “living wage ordinance.”

The ires all doing more
than $50,000 in business with the city or getting that
much in tax breaks to pay their employees nt a rate of
125 percent of the federal poverty level. As of now, that
cohes to $8,23 per hour if workers get benefits or
$lb 28 if they don't, (The current national minimum
is $5.16 per hour.)
olitical wisdom at the time was that organized
lakor elipped the measure onto the ballot while Mayor
Dennis Archer wasn't paying attention. Given the
highly unionized eloctorate in vhe city, getting an ordi-
n;&tme entitled “living wage"” unto the ballot was all it

Not surprisingly, business leaders went ballistic.
'rhgy were joined by some Democrats who worried
.bqut the anti-growth consequences of local voters leg-
ulgtmg wage levels, Wayne County Executive Ed

for le, called the ordi *“diaboli.
ml," and “the di to ic develop-

interfering with the workings of the labor market.

Aside from the ideology involved, I think there are
compelling practical reasons to eliminate living wage
ordinances.

First, pandering. Once you let one living wage ordi-
nance onta the books, local politicians will find them-
selves ﬁﬂlmg over each other to set higher and higher
ired wage leveh

meant that's out there.”

qu John Engler and House Spenker Chuck Perri-
cune agreed. And, surprise, state Rep. Robert Gosselin,
a conservative Republican from Troy, duly introduced
Hﬂ 4777, which he called “The Job Creation and Regu-
latgry Resaponsibility Act.”

The bill ~ also called the “Destruction of Local Gov-
erdment Act” by opponents, some from organized labor
and some local officials ~ would block local government
'~ unlts from setting policy in areas already nddressed by
state government. Because there are a bunch of state
- and federal laws already on the books dealing with
‘ nimnm wages, HB 4777 would effectively nullify

uttemp(a by cities to dictate wages.

‘!'hem 's no doubt about it, living wage measures are
popular with the voters. In Michigan, efforts are
ahhady \mder way to get similar measures on the bal-
lotiin ¥ and Y) i T hip, and liberals in

Anh Arbor, Kalamazoo and Lansing nre beginning to
beat the drums. The has a national dimen-

Second, mi| ies have
for years mxgmted '.hmr plants out of state to find
lower wage levels in Alabama or Mexico. Imagine what
‘would happen if gas stations, party stores or dry clean-
ers atarted moving their businesses from community to
community in response to varying living wage levels.

Mike Malctt, the head of the statewide news service
used by this newspaper, points out an interesting par-
alle! to the living wage t: tax abatementas. In
the 1970s and ‘808, Malott writes, politicians got the
bright idea that giving busi 50 percent prap
tax breaks for 12 years was & neat way to lure néw
business and compete with other states. But smart
business people started shopping for the best deal, pit-
ting state against state and community against com-
munity.

The quarrel now going on between Troy and Warren
over tax breaks for General Motors will ook like a
pohte canvemahon in Sunday achool if livmg wage

in al

sion, too, with a bunch of ities including Balti-

of Michigan com-
nnd bidding wars erupt betwean local politi-

- more, Boston and San Jose already adopting similar
"ordinances.
Although the debate over the bill looks on the sur-
facp like state veraus local control, in actual fact it’s
abdut economics and the workings of the free market
_sydtem.
Supporters of living wage measures argue morality,
ying it's just not fair for employers in a given city to
allowed to pay workers less than the poverty level
ising a family. Opp s ask how
dqelopment and job creation can possibly be encour-
: when leas local gov: are |
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cians pandering for votes and between communities
trying to attract jobs and economic development.

Local government officiats who worry that Gossclin's
bill would destroy home rule would be well advised to
work with him to narrow the bill down just to living”
wage issues.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Communica-
tions Network Inc., the company that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments, either by voice mail
at (734) 953-2047, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomnt.net.
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er and talk things over.

This is the beginning of under-
standing. This is where hostility can
change into tolerance.

We've come a long way over the
last several years in our ongoing-
struggle to overcome the racial and
cultural divide that has 8o long
defined the Detroit metro area.

Last week I had the pleasure of
attending a forum presaated by the
Multicultural/Multiracial Commis-
sion of Farmington/Farmington Hills
and sponsored by the Farmington
PTA Council, The Farmington
Observer and Northwest Gazette.

Here a group of good people gath-
ered to discuss how we should \h'e in
a multi-racial and multi-cul

t. The basic i
n!wm the same, the golden rule
around which most religious and eth-
jcal systems are built ~ treat others
as you'd want them to treat you,

Hiram Harris, an African-Ameri-
can parent, was a member of the
panel. He admitted that he was there
because “they asked me.” And, that,
he added, i the key. Go out and

l et's have coffee, Let's get togeth-

to participate, to feel welcome, to leel
valued,

A member of the audience asked
how she should approach neighbors
who didn't speak English and scemed
to stay secluded. Many other audi-
ence members offered numerous sug-
gestions. You don't need to speak

her 1 o -

with another human being. As some-
one eaid, “A smile means juat about
the same thing to everyone.”

Irene Kernicky represented the
Council of Homeowners Association
nnd spoke eloquently of being an

herself from Scotland and
discovering in America a land where
people were more open and more tol-
erant.

She said, “Homeowners associa-
tions do a lot to bring people togeth-
er.”

All of us belong here

invite all members of the community

Anyone who knows the sorry histo-
ry of metro Datroit knows that home-
owners nuocumons, along with ru!
estate
and, yes, newspapers, were often the
leaders in intolerance and division. In
my lifetime I have strong memories of
white only and colored only real
estate ads, racial eteering, block bust-
ing, insurance red lining and restric-
tive covenants.

But we've turned a wide corner in
places like Farmington and Farmmg—
ton Hills. Now bomeowners gssocia-
tions take the lead in promoting tol-
erance, communication and *bringing
people together.”

Still the forum is an indication
that we also have a long way to go.
‘We need to provide that honest,
direct invitation that’got Hiram Har-
ris to the panel table. We need to
have bilingual programs that bclp us

i with recent i
who are struggling both to be a part
of America and to preserve their own
cultural identity. It's a struggle that
every ethnic group has fought in this
nation of immigrants.

‘The forum was a start, a program
for those already committed tu the
process of toleration. More needs to
be done to reach out to those who
haven't gotten the message yet: *This
is a big country and we all belong.”

Hugh Gallagher is the managing
editor of The Observer Newspapers.
He can be reached by phone at (734)
953-2148, by fax at (734) 691-7279
and by e-mail at
hoallawher@oe b

m.net.
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