You, too, can |
‘Make A
Difference’

sturday s nations) Malke a Dif-

ference Day, an offisial dey ded-

icated Lo volunteering fm‘ the

hetterment of the communities in
swhich we live.

In the Farmington ares, Mercy High

Schwol students, induding the vamisy

buskethall team and co s, Are fHect
ing at their schoo) 12 drive together 1o n
house in inner-city Detroit to peint jt.
I¢'s part of 8n en-going, pon-prafit
housing rehuhilitation project, taking
farmer gang-infested homes, npw
vacant, snd rehshilitating them for
poor families.

For the psst month, middle school
kids in the Farmingron Femilies In
Action afier-school program have

ived in project Bi

collecting costs, swerters, hate, searves
and mittens for the Pontiae Bescue
Mission. Op Saturdey, they will tesm
with Miss Farmington/ Qaklend Coun-
ty and her coust, the Farmington Elks,
loca) Scout trnops and the Murines to
hox the gonds ond deliver them.

Dozens of wther projects are upder
way scross Michigen and the country,

o what pre you doing on Ssturday?
Watching ellege foothali? Raking the
Jeaves? Whether dving chores or enjoy:
ing 8 Jeisurely pastime, conld you
squeeze in an bwur, 8 half heur, or kyen
a few minutes ta d’a something nice for
somehody

We all get caught up in the minutis
of life - go Lo work, do lhc grocery

take out the , walk
the dog, pay the bills ~ and then stort
the whale procesy ull over sgoin,

Little effort gocs long way

There pre some projects thet fake lkl-
e time or effort. Starbucks Coffee
the Downtown Farmingten Center hu
8 drop-off box for eolecting vsed chile
dren’s books. The Salyation Army in
Farmington $1if|s sccepts used cloth-
ing. Call 477-1153 fr pick-up or drop-
ofF information. ’I‘I;wue types of endeay-
ors require litile

fiaye a hit mam l-anw on your hande?
Thwe Menls on Wheels program operat-
ing ont of the Costick Activities Center
fesperately needs drivers and packers
for its noontime mual program for
homehound senlor citizens, A two-hour
mmr;nument opce a week §q 8l that's
rei uired.

f your Bnmrday is slready spaken
for, consider Maks A Difference Day s
gentle reminder. We often lllink of
belping less fortunate people ut
‘Thanksgiving or during the Christmus
senson, but the reality is thet people in
need are with us 365 duya a year, Qur
involyement can be 48 Jarge nr small as
we want ta maka it

¥ groups o foundstions sesm too
daunting, there are myriad things that
can be accomplished on 8 mors person-
8} Jevs), Give an elderly neighbor a
heand with yard wark, Call a lonely or
grieving friend or relative just to talk —
or listen, Bring dinner (o a sick friend
or & aew mom. Pick up litter §n your
neighborhood, Better yet, enlist a
ﬁmjp of kids to foin you'in picking up

Y,

Tha mast vibrant senlor eitirans I've
ever mel are the ones who gpend hours
doing things wwch s reading to kids jn
clanrmma or bolding hands wlth
dying peopls in hospice care,
amazing middle lclwol and high ndwal
kids Pve had the plenaure of knowing
ara thoas who strew)s themselves et
what is rwrmnll’y an incredibly salf-cen.
tered time jn Jife to reach out to others
by serving monls jn soup kitchens or
vlllllng sanfar citizens In nuraing

Whjlu, sudly, the real work world
rarely Ieaves ua-fee)ing fuifilled or
appraciatad theae days, valunteer
«fYorts make us foe! hetter about our-
selven, It'n l’w lml- tMnL Jiks the
smilx on a0 heartfalt
thanioyou from a pemn or agency rep-
resentative,

Bo whnthnr it's this Beturdsy or a
wsak from Raturday, maka s difference
g:‘mmmnu life. You'll be glad you

ry Rodrigus in the Community
" IJ/I . Ilor of tha Farmington Oburwr.
|1
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In the wake of
eyents such as the
Cnlumblun High

Y, ARy

pnnmu -m wringing
their hands wondering

what can he dons while athers are

ington eres
the answer is to fold their mlwcﬂwz
and pray for their children and

lhe)udmh

A group called *Moms in Touch
International” (MITI) began in British
Columbin in 1984 by Fern Nichols, naw
of Powgsy, CaliL, l»l&eved mw
dren’'s achonls desperately needed
prayrr, Appaegntly numerons other
mothers sgreed with Nichels
group haa spread Lo 86 countries and
currently has over 33,000 groups

worldwide,

MI'I‘I i wn interdenominational min-
istry erganitation tor moms of publie
schwwl, pr

vate achool and home school
students from preschool through col-
lege, Thess women meet one hour &
wnk uz,rg‘py for tmlr children’s
gm in for wvery
»du»lium- L6, to be represented by
praying moma iy tha year 2003,
ITE Michigan coordinator Janice
ldham of been ipvolved
with the prganizalion for 11 years snd
relates that a recent pational radio
brosdeast generated even greater
interest in the gronp,

“There sye 4,392 schools in Michigen
and aver 1,000 MYTI groups, Prior ta
the August radio hro t, there wers
900, We've had hundreds of esils nince
the hroadeast,”

MITI has experienced rapid expan-
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Prayerful:Wend; py
for prayer in Farmington Hills.
sion snd develnpment since ils grass-
roots origine, Internstionaily, ﬂwnf Bre
wix dithmt oountry coord| nators who
farflitats the development and running
n!mupt in 14 languages,
On 8 maore local lavel, METI volun.
teers ﬁll glnts as wtate snd regional
ares d} 4, and
ocal wnuct people who msintsin a
roster of current groups as well us
direct d moms 1
Rte group or ssalst them in l!dﬂ{ng one
re ndicated.

Banders, Janelle Ii'in/;ger; Susan Nm/wlu, Mar;y Betlcy and Junny Durant gather

in tbum, lnd in fact hmlmuiu very
abrict vertis-
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Oldbum snys. *We have wonderful

ing’ of sny sort on puhllc schiool proper-
ty. It in primarily through word of
maouth and radin bri 18 that meth-
ers Jearn shout MITS, Groups meet in
private homes and require strict eonfi.
dentiality: what's prayes for in the
group stays in the group.

Qidham kays much of the hefghtened
interest in collective peayer of this
nature bx due Lo vinlence in the schools,

“None of uk sre immune, Pear and
lmurtuinty drive 8 lot of moms to

we want to suppart them.
Ve don't ask anything of the schaul,
but teachers who find out about and
wre interested in the ministry and hove
prayer requests are welcome (g cal) the
groug, but they keep it private, no
numes, e,

*We pray for big things and little
things, o, We pray for God's charac-
ter o be developed in our children.”

For on hour opn Wednesdny morn-
ings, Farmington Hills mother of three

ry Betley jeete with nther moms to

Praying In private homes
MITI gmups pray for the schools, not

proy,” she soys.

pray for three schoule: Millwide, O.E.

*MITL Utkl.‘l s pulitiu apnmuch "~

Hip to Halloween
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Pokemon to lely Bob teeth are hot commodities

BIAZY PaTos BY Bits Wrrara
In costume: Above, Hul-

d loween USA manager
Katy Hazel models the

¥ | popular and grucsome-

Y looking Billy Bob tecth,
Left, Farmington Hills
brothers Kyle Kirschuner,
6, as a Power Ranger,
and D.J, Kirschner; 8, as

R a Star Wars cltaraclcn

BY MARY RODRIQUE
lmn- Wi

It's a world of yellowed rot-
ten teeth and Pokemon char.
acters ot Holloween UBA in
Farmington Hills,

That is, if the merchandise
can slay in stk long enough,

*Bome of these things nre
Nying off the shelves,” soid
Bherri Raymond, sssistont
manager of the wtore on
Qrchard Luke Rosd south of
Pourteen Mile, “Ihe Billy Bob
teath sre flying off the
wholves ke Buonie Babjes.”

Bhe waid it's the adulls who
are huying the shrink.
wrapped disgusting teeth
while Kids love the hright
Pokeinon contumen,

*Littbe boya like to try on
the wrestling outfite, but not
buy them,” she udded, Por.
haps it's the Joewe Ventura
influence. The wrestling
selection includes a varlety of
wuorld champlanship helts,
facia) musks, muucufnr body
sults und fuke blood,

Longer lincs
“The lines are gutting
longer now,” unld Raymond. *1

hape people will be ptient. If
they tell me what they want
to b, If they don't ase jt, J can
mix and match and crente
newr outfits,”

The saleetion of costumen
seems overwhelming ot first
glance, Prom capes to clown
slley, eye maaka to gloves and
stockings, Wigs, hair epray
and uccednories are every-
where,

And w0 are the costumes,
There are black and white
ninjas, big round comfy-lnok-
ing lady bugs, honey bees,
ME&Ms und pumpkine, Along
another wall is the ever popu-
ar grim renper, Knight-Mure,
bleeding seronm stalker, nnd
Freddie Krueger's blondy
hand from “Nightmare on
Elm Btreet,”

1 nightmures nren't all thut
appualing, how ahout the
Pi!ilhury Doughboy, the Cat
in the Hat, or Furby? Little
girks might like I Dream of
Jeannie, Zairy Tole Princess,
Barbie, ‘eeny Bopper vr n
Team Ut A member in patri-
atic red, #hite and hlue, Or
maybe red-huaded Angolica
from Nikelodean's Ruy Rote
cartoon.

“Pokemon and the Scream
Btalker are nefling like wild-
fire,” one wtock worker said.
“Btar Wars bs also o big seller,
Little kide sti)) like 1o he
clowns or Bupsrman, And
Hotman and Robin remain u
popular duo - #o popular,
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Mecy cadre will paint the town Saturday

BY MARY RODRIQUE
HTAPY WAITER

For the 10th year in & ruw, a gro lpof
Mercy High Bchoa) atudents will ho

articipating in the national Mske a
Blmmnu Day on Baturday.

Varaity banketball team members
and \helr coachus are amang the 28
Mercy representatives who witl roll up
thair sleaves and pick up paint hrushes
to help transform a Jarge 1830s-style
house near Detroit City Airpert into a
livable hnnu (nr a r family.

Its pm lgutlua Nonprofit
Housing Ca ruwm offort o mlnElld a
neighhol near Connor lnd Gratiot

{

an the cit,
time, Of

s east side one blosk at o
houses, once a huvan for
unkies and gangs, sre finding n new
ife by providing shelter for nsedy fumi-
lien after major renovations ure com-
pleted, The corporation hes completed
aix houses, rnuall{' farm oolonjals with
big porches, and
new block.
Bunia Roble, p senlor and Mercy has.
kethal) player. anid sha thought the
sxperience would "be a good opportuni-
ty to bond with the team outslde of
achoo! and also make ua fasl good
about helping people in noed,”
Alexandrin Marahsll, a freshman,
likad the iden of "halplnf out the conts

smme time,”

ax just started on a

munily, And it’s the besl way to got
bonding and community servico nt the

Murey atodonts must complote 26
hours of community service au i gradu.
ation requirement. Pat Alchinson, the
school's voluntesr coordinalor, points
out that many of the senforn who will
bha pa!ntln on Haturday hnvn slroady

d the 26 hour r

tive on Maku a Differnnce Day,
*It's n huge houss,” Atchinson snld. “I

think there's 16 roomn, The girls will

team, an

“1 liked Mra, A's rucrultlnu skills,”
teassd Brooke Btein, a junior, "It will
dufinitely be goad bonding for the

dy an uppartunuy to get in the
communlty service,”

Carmen Krystinink, a senfor, just
llked the Ides of dnlnf somothing posi.

Nlckln Downing, n sonior,
inapired by a talk Elennor Joaaitis
guva here ruumtly during a wehool
nssembly on poverty,”

Josaitin is co-founder of Dotroit's

I priming und probably pulting on the
firat coat of painl,”

Anothoer team of voluntesrs has
already clunnsd the walls, which were
covered with gang grafMitl,

'I‘m golnu beeaune [ haven't been

! with service much,” admlitted
“I wan
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