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Weavers demonstrate their craft

he Michigan Weaver's
Guild celebrated National
Spinning and Weaving
Week at the Farmington Hills
Library on Twelve Mile Rd.
recently, .
About €0 parenta n‘nd children

Work In progress: Chris Livingston and his mom,Cyn-
thia, learn about the felting process where wool is
rolled and pounded and turned into felt,
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attended the Soturday Oct. 9
cvent,

Children had a chance to work
a spinning wheel and a loom as
well es see how felt is made out
of wool,

Good [ob: Miranda Shelly, 4-1/2, of Farmington Hills

made weaving on a loom look easy.
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A Simple
Step To A
Perfect Wedding

Set the date - As soon as
possible afcer geteing engaged,
seleet a wedding dace and
decide on the type of wedding
you will have. From traditional
ceremony in a church, toa
surprise wedding where guests
ace invited to a “party” that
turns ot to be o wedding,
couples are personalizing rhe

event and planning weddings
that reflece their lifeseyles and
=" integests,

Spinning wheel: Guild member Nancy gives hands-on

experience to 10-year-old Kurt Smith of Farmington
Hills on the spinning wheel as others look on,

The Hill & Dale Garden Club
of Farmington says many com-
mon bedding flowers currently in
bleom are great for drying.

Moonshood is recommended
bocause it keeps its deep biue
color when dry. Alao, perennial
blue salvia Victoria retaine its
color when dry. Geraniums,
eapecially the red ones, dry nice-
ly. Gather them up in bunches of
five and hang them upside down

todry.

Ivy can be dried by hanging
ehort strands to dry. Longer
pieces can be coiled around cans
to dry. Ivy is a great accent to
any wreath or arrangement,

Blue ageratum dries to a nice
purple. Yarrow, such as summer
pastela and cerise queen, provide
fullness and contrast to other
flowers in a dricd arrangement.

Double-flowered asters dry
nicely if you cut them before
they ara fully open, and then
hang them in a warm, breezy
place o they will dry quickly.
Celosias are also great for dry-
ing. Autumn joy sedum will dry
to a dusty rose colar,

In using thoe air-drying
process, you will need a dark,
dry, warm place, with good nir
circulation. A bare with a hay
loft or an attic or an area in a
garoga or shed with ne direct
sunlight is recommended.

Following are a few tips that
will help you in air drying your
plonts:

@ Cut your flowers in mid-
morning or early evening when

they are free of dew but not wilt-

ing from the heat. With most
varieties, you should strip the
folinge from the bottom part of
the stems.

B To dry, make bunches of
flowers about one inch in dinme-
ter (at the bottom of the stems).
Wrap them tightly with a rubber
band or twist tie and hang them
upside down, lenving plenty of
spnce hotween bunches. Drying
time will vary, depending on the
thickness of the flower as well ns
the heat, humidity and air eircu-
lation in your drying room. The
plants are dry when the thickest
part of the bloasom feels dry and
the stem snaps when you bend

it

B Store your flowers hotween
layers of tissue paper in a cove
ored box out of the light and
nway from potentinl pests, or
you can just Jeave them hanging
where you dried them until you
are ready to make an arrunge-
ment.

Same Nowers can be dried, but
mny need some special handling.
Use silica gel erystals with deli-
cate or long-petaled flowers like
pansies, zinnias, lilies, dogwood

Demanstrating the loom: Guild member Bob Owen of

Protol BY Daxd CLARK

Livonia shows 6-year-old Noor of Farmington how a

small loom operates.
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Wild and wooly: Cynthia Livingston of Farmington
Hills and son Chris, 5, feel the wool before it is spun,

Club offers tips on drying flowers

hlossoms and garden roses. Thia

sand-like material will absorb alt -
the water in the flower, but

leaves the petals and color

strong.

Put an inch-deop layer of the
silica in an airtight plastic con-
toiner, then place the flower
stems, hends up, on the silica.
Genltly pour mare silica on the
{flowers until they are covered.

Silica reusable

After about 48 hours, lift them
out with a speon and check to
see if they are dry. Handle them
very carefully as they will be
brittle. Store the driéd blossoms
in anether air-tight container
with o small amount of silicn on
the bottom. Silica can be reused
almast forever. Just place used
dilica on a shallow pan and put
in the aoven on low heat to dry

- out.

Glycerine can be used to pre.
serve folinge statice or baby's
breath. Mix one part glycerin
with two parts hot water for
Jnrge-stemmed Nowera (such as
statice) or o three to one water-
to-glyeerin ratio for delicate
flowers (such as baby’s breath).

Put four inches of the mix in a
plostic container, then atand the
freshly cut flowers upright in it
Within three to four days, the
glycerine will have replaced the

water in the plants' stems, leav-
ing ghe plants soft and natural

ooking.

Bunch the flowers together
and hang them upside down as
in air drying until the atema feel
dry. Use vegetable-baged glycer-
ine which can be purchazed at
the drug stare in small amounts,

Vegetables, such as chile pep-
pers, make wonderful accents in
a driad arrangement or wreath
Let them turn red on the plans,
then cut the entire branch and
hang it upside down to dry.

Mix bulbs of soft-necked garlic
{dried and braided) with dried
flowers and chiles. Lecks and
garlic chives produce flowers
thnt are dryable, but be sure to
cut the flowers when the bude
first begin to open. Artichokes
have a striking effect. Harvest
juat as the purple petals begin to
appear in the center and then
hang to dry.

Common ordinary herbs such
as sage, thyme, marjoram, rose-
mary and oregano make great
additions to wreaths and
arrangements. The flowers of
tangy, dill and opal haail nlso dry
well, Lavender is widely used aa
adry Mower.

Ornamental grosses and
grains make a atriking addition
to autumn arrangenients, such
as, milo, wheat and sunflowers.
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It's her Job to keep you Informed
every Sunday and Thursday about
what’s happening right where you

i Perhaps you have a story that
+ would fit right into one of these

@bserver s

and fine art editor would like
to hear from you

This is Keely Wygonlk, the Arts
& Leisure, Entertainment, and Taste  It.
editor of your hometown
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sectlons. Keely would like to hear about

There are four ways you can reach her:
1. e-mall her.(great!).

2. FAX her (also greatl),

3, We llke regular mai!, too.

4. Phone her (if you dan’t mind voice

One way or another, Keely will be glad
to hear from you.
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