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Hilr st medy about Golden A of

. The Hilberry, Wayne State Uni-
versity’s graduate theater compa-
(v , presents the Neil Simon com-
tdy, “Laugkter on the 23rd Floor”
n rototing repertory through
Baturday, Dec. 11. ‘Performances

8 p.m, Thursday-Saturday, with
selected 2 p.m. matinees Wednes-
day and Saturday. The Hilberry
Theatre is at 4743 Cass, at Han-
cock, on the campus of Weyne
State University in Dctmlt The

srason with Jewish humor: and

the once linera come fast and
furioua.
A utaP above varudavule. Ang

doring rake who unwittingly
wears his itios an visibly
as the loud clothing he adopta to
capture attention. He alternates
being arrogant and

the pi

Billy Crystal, the humor is cere-
bral and somewhat dated, yat
engaging and humap,

Dallne Henry plays Lucas, Neil
Simon’s alter-ego, a nowcomer to
the wriﬁren.tnm nnd the atory's

it cal

play adult

and lunauage For more infor-
mation or o order tickets by
nphone, call (313) 77.2972, .
BY S8UR BUCHYTA

HPRCIAL WRITER

- *Laughter on the 23rd Floor™ is
a semi-antobiographical comic
rpmp through Neil Simon's early
days as a writer on Sid Caesar'a
“Your Show of Showa." Mix seven
high strung but talented writers,
throw in uncertain ratings, the
Cold War and McCarthyism, and

tured an intoresting blend of -

insocurity and emerging confi.
dence of a young man on the
verge of making a mark for

self as a :nmady wrlter As t.he

nesdy. His berets and suits.

become jokes in of themselves.
Vocally he captures his charac. -
tar’s tension with an edgy,

cato delivery. .

Chad Smith portrays Val the
senior writer and supervisor,
with a fatherly air, and captures
the expatriats spirit of resigna-
tion, humor and outrage in a
frumpy but self-possessed char-

acter. Likowise, Sean Rameoy's:

ddieted

tobacco an, the only

atory , the

Lum ‘became less of an obscrver
and more of o, co-conspirator in
the pranks and.subterfuges
which were a byproduct of tho

Christian in the bunch isa
feisty yet intellectually ahnrp
Irishman with an ability to hold
hia own with his wit despite hin

tension of

funny show week nﬂer week.
Milt, played by Christopher

Yoder, is a high-strung, philan-

Halloween ;...

"Christopher Gilbert's portrayal

stacs’

" the buss and triea to keep the
other powder keg peraonalities
from exploding. He carried him-
self with the conservative air of
a secret service agent. Carol,
_played by Trisha Miller,
‘the lone woman writer with an
interesting blend of ladylike
vior pre-femi moxy.
She held her own with the fel-
lows without being strident, and
managed to kesp up with the
fast and further banter and ver-
bal volleys.
In d dy Heldi

with the duporﬂu dignlty ofn
man struggling to hold his show
together in the face of domande
to compromise its style and
finesse.

Ira, played by Gavin Lewis,
provides comie relief as the
domonnutiva hypochondrinc
who regularly regales his irritat-
ed colleagués with his disesse of
the day. His rabid insecurities
add to his charm in a convoluted
way, redeemed by his surpris
clur and lurtllngly good

ic brilliance.

Olson had fun with the role of
the flighty secretary, Helen,

Fred Shahadi met the chal-
lenge of the intense and high
strung Max Princo well.

He integrated the character's
abuse of alcohol and prescription
pills ui\ntoltbo stox:yl}n_o with los-

of Kenny comes across asa polit-
ieally smooth galden bay, the one
who smoothes things over with

nity. Inotead, the character's
“pain and anguish come across

.

Ethnle humnr was a major
player, and thrown back and
forth with an eans that would
wreck havoe In a nineties office.
Political corr was

fiftles office: viny] fumiture, bat-
tered wood desks, and ramry
phones, which ~- unfortucately
— rung offstage and ruined the

. illusion, The New York skyline

- visible from the 23rd floor had
realistic three-dimensional look,
but the sky was frozen in a per.
manent sunrise/sunsst,

The women's costumaes are
ruch more fun visually than the
men's, whose clothing really has-
n't cbmgod that much in fifty
yoars other than to go casual,
Lucas' charactor had the trade.
merk bow tle, and Max Prince's
Semitic Santa was metapkorical
for his parting generoaity to his
cadre of writers. -

1L on the 23rd Floor™

reserved for any reference to
McCarthy or communism, whose
very mention aent the foar of
black lists into the hearts of the
entertainment community.

The set is the quintessential

Heidi from page

has the appeal of its time perjod:
its humor is both ¢utting and
cerebral, and it steers clear of
the carthy and everyday jokes of
today’s half-hour situation coms.
dy, 1t's humor with a human
touch and an aura of class.

E1

All 60 band members, will bo
wearing Halloween costumes.
The concert, led by conductor
Paul Barbor, includes spine tin-

glmxiand haunting music for the
Hayride Through Valley
of ath

m. Thuraday-Sunday, Oct.
21~24. at Parkland Park, on Ann
Arbor Trail, east of Telegraph in
Dearborn H:lghu. Admission $8,
$4 oges 12 and under, group
l’.%tel available, call (313) 730-
2080

Wiard's Orchards
Haunted Forest Rides

If your appetite calla for
adventure, hop on a hay wagon
Friday-S8aturday through Sun-
day, Oct. 31, Rides depart from
dusk to 11 p.m. Admiesion $6
adults, $4 under 10 years old, &
*child-friendly” Haunted ride
will depart 2-5 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
24, and costs $1.60 per person,
Take I-94 West to exit 183 South,
and follow aigns to Wiard's, 6585

Merritt Rond in Ypeilanti, Call
{734) 482.7744 for information or
www,wiards,com.

Pumpkin Hollow Haunted
Forest

Ride through Haunted Forest,
Fridays-Saturdays (nighta), Ont
22-23 and 20-30, also

Children's Safe
Halloween Party

Schooleraft College wel

and pyrotechnics, Ioct;tod inside
Wonderland Mall in Livonia.
Tickets $13. Chlldmn under 18

this kid's event 3-8 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 31, at the Waterman Cam-
pus Cunter, 18600 Haggerty
Road in Livonis. Games, prizes
and maglc show wlll keep . tlll:

u-pick, animal potﬂng farm and
entertainment showcase, at Bun-
yea Farms, 7800 E. Joy Road,
went of Curtis Road, Ann Arbor.
ission $6, $4 for child

under age 10, l"‘nendl Haunting
Days Ridea for very young chil-
dren and families, 2-6 p.m. Sun-
day, Oct. 24. The cost ia $1.50 per
peraon, call (734) 332.1971 for
information,

Reaper’s Dungeon

Haunted House, Oct. 14-17
and Oct. 20-31, 7:30 p.m. Sun-
day-Thuraday, and until 11:30
p.m. Friday-Saturdny, Wal-Mart
Parking Lot, Mlddlebolt and I-
98, Livenia, The cost is $7, $4

children under‘nge 12, (734) 824- -

0614

kiddies’ ticl
ets only, $6 for ono child and two
adults. $3 for additional aduits,
Call (734) 462-4422,

House of Horrors

‘not avail-
able at Harmony House, Call
(734) 524-DOOM.

Halloween for the little

ones at area Metroparks:
Kensington: "Animal Myths

and Superstitions” ~ 1 p.m. Sun-

day, Oct. 81, at the Nature Cen-

ter. Learn about bats, wolves,

spiders and other Ha]lnwaen

Call for more i

Orchard Grove' C
Church will show real-life hon
rors like the Columbine shoot-
ing, domestic violence, drunken
driving at thia House of Horrors,
open 6:30-11 p.m. Thuradays-
Saturdays in October. Located at
the Old Orchard Theatre on
Orchard Lake Road, north of 12

"Mile Road, Admissfon $7, call

(248) 324-1700.

Haunted Theatre of Doom

Stay seated during this 35-
minute show of sound, lighting

tion or register at (800) 4'1'7-3 178
or locolly (248) 695-0803. Kens-
ington is near Brighton,
Slnruy Creek: Ms, Hnllnweeu
friends to cal te
with symbols, songs, games and
treats at this year’s “Tots-n-Hal-
loween” - 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31,
Children 3-7 years old are mvit-
ed and must be d b;

a8 nlmost a continuation, even
though they're different charac.
ters. It's mort of the next atep
after ‘Heidi’ There's a thematic
connection between the twe and
I think it's true, They'ro the
same kinds of issues of women
trying to find whero thay belong.
*Somef that I've noticed in
both of these productions, and
maybe it has to do with the
nature of St. Dunstan'a too, but
Wasserstein really forces you ~
whether it's as a director or as
an actor with her work — to real-
ly dig deep into yourself. I think
you learn a lot about yourself na
a person, I saw it with ‘Sisters’
and I see it in this show as well,
And I think it speaks to her
amaring talent. If the actors are
discovering those things, hope-
fully the audience away
some of that as well. 1t's a prutly
wonderful ?xperunce to have.”

an adult. Tickets $2 per person,

Call (810) 781-4621 for more

information. The park is nnar
hester,

To her roster at St.
Dunstan’s, Smith has just began
her first term a8 president. *We
always wulcnme new members,”
she said. -

Rounding out the cast is

Marnie H. Diebm of Huntington
Woods, Scott MacDonald of
‘Waterford, Chris Stelnmayer of
Waterford, Jill Roas of Hunting-
ton Woods, Linda Parker Watson
of West Bloomficld, Nicole Stacey
of Royal Oak and Joshua 8. Daw-
aon of Madiaon Heights, Mark
Nath directa the bl
and Nancy Teegarden Wegienck
is the nssistant director.
Following “The Heldi Chroni-
cles,” St. Dunstan's will present
its Children'a Theator Produc.
tion of “Goldilocks and the Three
Bears” Nov, 19-21. * .
Kicking off 2000 is Larry
Shue's comedy “The Foreigner™
Jan, 21-22, and Jan. 27-29, “Fox-
fire” captures the essence of life
.in the Appalachians, a loving
tribute to the power of love, fam-
ily and the human spirll:, March
17-19 and March 23
The Greek 'l'heatu will have o
lot of heart when the crowd-
pleasing musical “Damn Yan.
kees” is porformed June 2-3 and
8-10, Call (248) 844-0627 for sea-
son ticket information,

B FRioaY - SuNDAY 10-5 . ; —
ot Dementaons HALLOWEEN COLORING CONTEST
- Open toAges 2-13. One winner per age category -$20 Wonderland Mall Gift (ertificate.
Comers s andreeltions amlible
Wonderhad Hal Costomer Servce entc.
Deodne o ties-Sym Thasday,
Ocober 2, ties mestbe depped ff o
Wonderind Hal Cramer
Tathe Target Whoy.
DIRECTIONS: Located
on 1-96 northwest of
Detroit at Exit 162, Go
south on Novi Road.
Turn right onto Expo
Center Drive, j —~—
(248 sfra-'},oa ~ \
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