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If Jesse Young could have any-
thing he wanted, he'd osk for the
ability to write lyrics like John
Poppor and piay guitar like Dave
Matthews.

The Canton resident may not
be a Blues Traveler, but as n
singer-songwriter for the five-
piece band Under Conatruction
he scems to be daing fine on his
own terms. Young, along with
Carton cohorts Adam Kasten
(latin drums}, Eric Schuetzler
(drums), Chad Stidham (guitar)
and Ryan Kuiz (bass) formed the
band in 1988 while still attend-
ing high school, Without skip-
ping a beat, Under Conatruction
signed with the independent
label Statue Records in Santa
Monica, Calif,, in April.

‘When the band got its first gig,

- a variety show at Plymouth-
Salem High School, the guys
weren't quite ready to preasent
themselves to an audience, In
fact, they had spent all their
timo writing and rehearsing
music and hadn't yet decided on
a name, When asked what the
name of the band was, 20-year-
old Jesse Young replied “Just tell
them the name's under construc-
tion.” That statement sealed the
band’s fate; the name stuck.

As if moving faat-forward,
Under Construction recorded a
disc of six songs, titled “Dream
Vision” within ona month of com-

ing together aa a band. “Some of
those songs are still around,”
said Young. Another demo fol-
lowed.

The band sent its music to Tal-
ent 2000, a compeny that
shopped Under Construction
around to various record labels.
As a rosult, the band was hired
to play in o showcase for emerg-
ing musiciana in New York City.
Not long after the show, Statue

Records oxpressed interest in’

signing them, -

Though it has only been two
short years, Young enid it took o
lot of patience on the band's
part. “A lot of us expected avery-
thing to happen right away.”

David Sutherland, A Saline
resident and fan, rewlled seeing
Under Construction perform at
the former Library Pub in West-
land about a year ago. He was
most impressed by the band's
talent.

“A lot of groupa you hear, they
don't sound that good,” ha said.
“Under Construction is really
polished and consistent.”

Sutherland is anxiously uwait-
ing the relense of the debut
album on Statue Records.
“They're much different than
your typical band.”

Young compares Under Con-
struction’s style to Flerida's

1 o Matehb.

Pop
20. He names Dave Matthows
Band o8 a major influence. But
the band i8 not limited to the
modern rock genre, On its indie

Latin drums: ([eﬂ to rtght) Enc Sch uetzler and Adam
Kasten pound away as Under Construction’s drum sec-
tion

debut, titled “Short Btreet,”
Young said listoners might
detact New Orleans-flavored
jozz.

The album was named for a
street in East Lansing. Sinco
three of the members are cur.
rently attending Michigan State
University, several of tha band's

gige have been college parties.

Under Construction's firat real
gig was performed at a house
party oo Short Street, in some
ways a place where the band got
its start.

Young plckcd up the guitar his
freshman year of high school, but
.didn't becoms serious about the

instrument until the band came
together, Stidham also plays gui-
tar and sings.

Schuetzlor, Kasten and Young
all played percussion in their
high achool marching band. But
Stidham focused more football
than music. He picked up the
guitar just a few years ago and
taught himself how to play. “He
amazes me, how he figures out
songs,” said Young.

In the beginn\ng, Under Con-
struction was a band without a
bassist, Two weeks after the
band nabbed its record deal, that
changed. Enter Ryan Ruiz, Erics
roommate at Michigan State. He

switched from guitar to bass and
filled in the bnnd- sound. “Ryan
impresses me,” said Young. “He's
not been playmg bass for long.
He's s0 good.”

One month later, Under Con-
atruction headed to Hollywood to
spend some long days in the stu-
dio. Ten tracks and one hidden
song later, Young and the boys
are anxiously awaiting the
release of “Shust Street,” the tan-
gible reault of their musical col-
laboration.

The trip wasn't all the band
dreamt it would be. Their studio
time was cut in half, due to s!
ing the studio with other per-
formers, And the band was asked
to cut ite CD down to only 10
tracl

Young's favorite track is
“Cover Story." It conveys pieces
of certain moments in his life
and has no complete, or overall
meaning, “When we play it really
gets me going,” he said. “It's
about a bunch of things, whatev-
er comes to my mind. It's not
neceasarily about any one thing.

“Chad and I write the lyrics for
all the songs,” said Young, admit-
ting it's one of the moat difficult
aspects of his work. “We all write
the muaeic. I listen to as much
music as I can, from Limp Bizkit
to Fuel — that's different from
the type of music we play — to
Johnny Cash and John Prine,
Ani DiFranco. I can draw from
all those different styles.”

Young named Garth Brooks,

Godsmack and Days of the New
as other favorites in popular
music. *I listen to everything,” be
said. . :

Under Construction fans are
bound to recognize at least onc
track on the soon-to-be released
CD. *She’s the One™ may have
been the first song the band
wrote, but it remuins the most

d at Under C

ahow-, said Young. “As a band,
it’s just 8o technically simple,” he
said, “As a band, we're just sort
of past that.” It appears on the
disc regardless, to appease those
fans who've been with the band
since its start. Look for “Short
Street” around Nov. 6, Check ot
the band’s Web site at http/lis-
ten.to/underconstruction or e-
majl them at u-construction
@yahoo.com,

Check out local boys Under
Construction Saturday, Oct. 23
at Espresso Royale Caffe, 322 S‘
State Street, Ann Arbor,

Teaching music hard work, but bass player enjoys 1t

What is the
best time of day
to coll a musi-
cinn? I usually
figure it's a mis-
take to dial
them up before
11 a.m, After all,
they work
nights. Then you
realize  that
most icil

——
BACKSTAGE
PASS

formance on Detroit Public TV's
weckly arts series.

“I'm sorry. I'm in the middlc of
n ¢lass. Could you call back after
4 o'clock?” :

Those that can do, teach,

It occura to me that many of
the greatest musicians of our
time, such as Wynton Mursulzs,
have a punicm for pueging along
w}mt they" ve lenrned to young
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are plenty busy
during the day.
They have jobs
outside the music business.

They practice. They teach.

That's why there was no sur-
prise that Rich Kowalewski was
busy when BACKSTAGE PASS
called the accomplished bass
player about an upcoming per-

£ The King’s Sl
Evelyn Gle

Saturday. October 23, 8 P.M
Hill Auditorium ¢ Ann Arbor\

i's credits
include work with legends like
Marsalis and Billy Eckstine,
along with local standouts such
as Larry Nozero and Sheila Lan-
dis. His frequent collaborations
with guitarist Robert Tye have
produced dynamic sounds for
aver two decades.

Given his impressive buck-
ground, one might think that
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The most elemental forms of music making—
the human volce and percussion—merge to
celebrate the sounds of South Africa,
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wach!ng wuuld take a back sent
i's next

musician whose work encom-

pm;nct or It's clcnr

pasaes v jazz, Latin,
1 and othor atyles.

however, that his commitment to
education is deep. In addition to
serving us the instructor of a
bass master ¢lass nt Ockland
University, he has his own studio
and system of string bass and
six-string bass guitar mstruc-
tion. A book and accompanying
CD are also being prepared to
enhance the development of
acoustic and electric players.

“I havo always been cager to
talk abouf music when anybody
approaches me, Teaching is hard
work, but I love the experience of
working with a young student
who is as enthusiastic about
music a8 I am,” said Kowalewski,

There's'another benefit for the
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“I make a point of finding out
what my students are listening
to and, though there are times
that I don't particularly care for
the sounds, it’s a good way to
keep my music fresh.”

Kowalewski’s current focus is
an acoustic Brazilian sound,
which is featured on a recently-
released CD and in a BACK-

STAGE PASS performance to air
on Detroit Public TV 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 24.

“Brazilian styleg were popular-
ized about 25-30 years ago by
Stan Getz and seem to have a
resurgence about every 10 years.
Pop music artists like David
Byrne and Sting have embraced
the sound, and it's proven to be
an excellent improvisational
vehicle for jazz musicions.”

‘What's the best time of the day

to call n musician? When you' m
calling a real pro as eager an
Rich Kowalewsaki, any time is
probably as good as any other.
They never atop lcnchmg or
learning.

Rich Kowalewski performs
Nov. 10 at the opening event of
world-renowned glass artist Jim
Kahle's exhibit at Pangborn
Design Gallery. For information
about the Detroit Public TV bea-
efit, call (313) 259-3400.

BIA Re odelors Council presents

Ask the experts:

Associates, Inc.
o Eric Brakke - R

dal,

Moderatar: Michael Gordon - Moiseev Gordon

Meet The Experts At The

of
Remodeling
A panel of experts will tell you what you need to know

about major and minor remodeling for
kitchens, home additions, baths and financing.

Council Chairp

o Fred I. Capaldi - Capaldi

* Dave Kellett, Sr. -
© Sam Kreis - Countrywide

o Mike Harris - Harris Group Construction
o Charlene Hill - Cornish Zack Hill
Kellett Construction

» John Newmyer - Newmyer, Inc.

LOCATION:

Building Company

Home Loans

DATE:
TIME:

COST: FREE

Wednesday, October 27, 1999

6:00 p.m. Registration & Table Tops
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Program

Bloomfield Township Library

1099 Lone Pine Road, Bloomfield Hills
(southeast corner of Lone Pine/

17 Mile Road at Telegraph Road)

Sponsored By:
Equitrust Mortgage
Case Handyman Services
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