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‘Bats’ star talks about f fear, filming the latest thriller

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
SIAFF WEITER
scasola@oe homecomm.net

Alfred }{xldmock had a knack
for e bis audience.

in 1963 he unveiled “The
Birds,” gwwg -udaencu a fright
as our {cal friends sought a
more substantial prey than just
insects and berriea.

The film remains just one
among a dozen ciassic tales por-
traying humans as vulnerable
prey for animals. Perheps it
strikes zome innate fear, Perhaps
it just makes for good film-mak-
ing — especially around the
wpookiest time of year. Whatever
the case, Director John Mornean
aims for that same natural reac-
tion with “Bats.” Scheduled for
relesse Friday, Oct. 22, the story,

vmnmhyJohnlpxm.nmmn
sleepy Texan town where unex-
plained bat attacks have caused
several grisly deaths. At nightfall,
the bats transform the town into
a plece where no one is safe, and
there is no where to hide.

“Bats” stars Lou Diamond
Phillips as Shenfl Emmett Kim-
sey, Dina Meyer as Zoologi

Friday, Oet. 15, Leon spoke to-
l;r‘k with -
t his experience with “Bats’
during a telephooe intesview.
Obecrver & Ecoentric: How
did you get involved with the
film?
Leon: “When my manager gave
me(hela'lﬂlruﬂyd.;di;':lhmk

Sheila Casper, and Leon as her
assistant. Leon, a New York City
native, recently received acclaim
for his role as David Ruflin in
“The Temptations.” Audiences
may remember Leon as the saint
whao comes to fife in Madonna’s
video for “Like a Prayer” -
His big screen credits include
the leading role in “Cool Run-
nings,” and supporting ctiarscters
in “Above the Rim,” *Waiting to

1 would film.
My manager thought the charac-
ter would show off my acting abil-

ity.. 1 thoug-ht it would be a
O&E: Tell me -bont your
character.

Leon: “T play Jmmy.aeompuv
er expert who works with Sheila,
an expert on bats. Basically we're
doing our thing when a helicopter
comes and the (Centers for Dis-

why animals as well as humans
are being attacked by bats. It
sounds very strange since bats
don't attack We get caught up in
this and do our best to rectify a
‘uvemmqnt experiment gone

OGZ. Are yots & fan of scary
movies?

Leon: *If it's really scary. Usaal-
ly it's hard to find movies that are
really scary. Today you have
“Stigmata® and *“The Sixth
Bense.” They're good movies, but
they’re more thought-provoking
(

Do you have a
favorite horror movie?

Leon: *“I don’t really watch hor-
ror (on video). That's something
that really should be a big-screen

ease Control) infc d us they

Exhale” and “Cliffhanger.” On _needed us in Texas to investigate
£ ¢t 8 STRIEC

{ETOTIE MOVIES

‘e have a sound sys-
umundllawntbnulomuch

better. That can make a acene
scare the hell out of you”
O&E: What was most diffi.
cult or challenging about
“Bats™?

Leon: “It was all difficult. We
shot pretty much all night in very
remote locations, mountains,
fields in Utah, It wasn't a lot of
fun”

O&E: Do you think people
have an inherent fear of bats
and other such animals, par-
ticularly around Halloween?

Leon: "Bnh are scary for some
people. 1 don't think we know
muck about bats. We always fear
the unknown.”

O&E: Did you learn a lot
about bata while making the
film?

Leon: “Yes. People just don't
realize how harmless they are.

They serve a great purpose in
this world, as far as controlling
insects.”

O&E: What did you like
most about your character?

Leon: 'l’m pretty much the
woice of the sudicnee. If the audi-
ence says ‘run,” I'm nlready run-
ning. I'm the one that says let's

st
provide some comic relief as
well?
Leon: “Most definitely. You'll
definitely get a few chuckles.”

Looh for Leon in “Bats,” o]
his weekend, and his futurz pro-
[ectc like NBC's upcoming drama
about the early years of rock ‘n
roll “The Big Beat Heat.” He'll
portray the role of Jackie Wilson.

‘Superstar’ has few clever moments

BY JON KATZ
SPECIAL

been Xissed, except by the trees
and stop signs she uzes as boy
surrogates. Her one prayer: “send
for me to make out

LR COESTIELD CRONGAN CRELA 17 STAR GREAT LAKES CROSENG  STAR SOUTHRELD 20

Not content to accept her place
on the lowest rung in school, she
sets her sights on St. Monica's
handsomest guy and best dancer,
Sky (8NL cohort Will Ferrell).
Standing in her way is the
prettiest girl, the utterly
vapid Evion (Elaine Hendrix).
Typical line from the film: Mary
Katherine telling Evian to “go

ink of yourself”

Mary Katherine realizes that
the only way to get her man is to
become a “superstar” by winning
the big talent contest and a trip
to Hollywood. Is anyone still won-
how it turns out?

"Superstar” boldly steals what
s0 many other school films have
done before. There are obvious
and repeated references to “Car-
rie” and “Fame” (the score was
written by “Pame” composer
Michael Gore). More subtle bits
are pulled right out of “Animal
House" and “The Breakfast Club,”

The film's very few clever
momeats are all contained in
Mary Katherine's fantasies. One

of them, an elaborate re<creation
of the hanger scene from
“Armageddon,” is the kind of
thing SNL does best, but it's the
only movie parody we get.
Instead, they play a key scene
from “Carrie” perfectly straight,

misaing a tremendous opportuni-

ty to use the medium. It's unfor-
givable Inziness from screenwrit-
er Steven Wayne Koren,

Shannen and Ferrell are first-
rate aketch artists, this genera-
tion’s Sid Caesar and Imogene
Coca. They have also done well
for themselves in recent non-SNL
motion pictures (Ferrell in “Dick,”
Shannon in “Analyze This").

“Superstar” will keep their
career plans on held while they
find fresher scripts.

And if it's not too late, Lorne
Michaels might do everyone a
favor and scrub his plans to bring
Mike Myers to the screen as
Dicter, the avant-garde German
host of “Sprockets.” We'd sooner
take 82 minutes of Toonces, the
Driving Cat.

Jon Katz of Rochester writes
about movies and theater for the
Obsgerver & Eceentric Newspa-
pers.
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