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Undefeated Trojans plan for lengthy tournament run

+BY RICIARD L. 8HOOX
STAFT WRITXR

.+ Way back before the start of

the football season new Coach
. Greg Hudking met with the first

Livonia Clarenceville team he
‘would be conching.

“How,” he asked his young-
sters, “would you feel about prac-
ﬁcing Thanksgiving morning?”

“The kida didn't know what I

.'was talking about,” Hudkins

. said the week his tcam began

what it hoped would be n long

.and successful run in the Michi-

gan High School Athletic Associ-

ation foatball playoffs.
Undefeated Clarenceville houl.-
ed Clinton (6-4) Friday night at

7:30 p.m. {n a Division VI playoff

game.

* The winner moved on to play
: the survivor of the game
between Hudson and Erie-
Mason,

What slowly dawned on the
. kids was that in order to bo prac-
. ticing Thanksgiving Day, the
- Trojans would have to bo playing
. Saturday in the Silverdome. In

the state championship game for

Saturday -

] FOOTBALL
their division,

“I told them that it's okay to
talk about it,” Hudkina said.
“Don't be afraid to set thoso.
goals high. And there's a certain
price to be paid.

“We talked about the playoffa,
ot least to tho point where we
sajd we oxpected to make the
playoffa, If you don’t talk about
it, you may not mako it.

"“So we talked about it. It’s not
how good or bad you are. We're
in the playoffs. We'vo got o shot.”

It's not o surprise that Livonin
Clarenceville is in the playoffa.
Yot again, it is.

‘The Trojans made the playoffs
Inst season for the firat timo but
got bombed out in their l"rnt
game by Capac.

“Cnpac was o nice team,” Hud-
kins said. "I've got the film of
that game. But Capac and Mon-
trose, those teams are up in
Division V this year.”

Clarenceville not only lost the
game to Capac, it lost its coach,
Chuck Donaldaon, who got fired.
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The Trojans also graduated
their All- Evnrythmg running

back, Walter Ragland.

Athletle Director Chuck
Sorentino hired Hudkins from
the stafl at Monrde, a very auc-
cessful Class A high echool foot-

1 program.

Given those facts and no oth-
ers, it might be reasonable to
assume Clarenceville would
struggle this season going
through a period of adjustment.
But the cupboard wasn't baro,

Paired with Ragland last year
was a back who gave his toam o
glimpse of its future from timo to
time — freshman Tim Shaw.

This year Shaw, who runs
about 8-foot-2 and 200, routinely
ran for anywhnre between 150-
300 yards per game. He ended
the regular season with 1,777
yards and 26 touchdowns.

“I had seen his work ethic, all
summer and in the weight
room,” Hudkins said, “so I saw
how he developed.

“I'm looking at the kid and
comparing him to what I was
used to in Monroe, He's pretty
good. He's a tough kid.
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*I have no idea what Walt's
racord wnu. But I think he

Qunrturbnck Tim Ried! did
move than hand off to Shaw,

ed] did a nice job throwing and
utilized wingback Scott Wion, a
junior who returns to the lineup
after mies o gamo nnd a half
with an ankle injury.

Qetting the veraatile Wion
back will holp because it gives
Clinton one more thing to worry
about.

*“Everybody’s so cxcited,” Hud-
kins said, "All they've wanted to
talk about the last couple of
weoks, ever since we beat
(Grosse Pointe University)
Liggett, is playoffs, playoffs,
playoffs.

“Nobody wanted to talk about
{playing Bloomficld Hills) Cran-
brook and (Macomb Lutheran)
North,

“We had a big meoting Mon-
day about starting a new soasen.
Refocusing. Going over our plans
and everything. I told them ['m
not 8o sure what they expected.”

Clarenceville outscored Cran-
brook, but gave up more points
than it had all season, and strug-
gled to defeat Lutheran North.

"We were utruggl{ng with our
us, 1 think,” the rookle coach
naid. "=All this stuff was  new w

roo on our semifinal team in

995.
The Trojans’ defenso will be
going against a Clinton team

the kids. Being und
leag\m chempions ... this was all
new tous.

*Going into the North gnma we
were 8-0, had our leagua champi-
onship wmppcd up, and were in
the playoffs. Those were all goala
of ours.

“It was liko we wero.playing
not to lose inatead af playing to
win. We had three fumbles, and
that's not like us.”

Shaw made All-Mutro Confer-
once but was beaten out for
Offenaiva Player of the Year by
Agron B of Hamtramek, who
rushed for 2,000 yards, but only
got 60 of it aguinst Clarenceville,

*“The difference botween this
year'’s team and last year,” Hud-
kina said, “ia that we were shut-
ting teams down this year. So he
(Shaw) was nlwuyn playing two
quartera or 80."

The Trojans’ defense is
anchored by middle linebacker
Kalen McPhoraon, the Motro
Defensive Player of the Year.

nt's a good compliment to
our defenaive coordinator, Shane
Richard. (I coached him at Mon-

that runs multiple formations
and features four effective run-
ning backs, It's o team with enly
four seniors.

McPherson missed the Cran-
brook game but returned the fol-
lowing week. At one point
against the Cranes the Trojans
were uaing sophomore running
back Stove Meadows at middle
lincbacker and etrong safety Joe
Fiorom at strong-side lineback-

"Whnu helped,” Hudkine said,
*is that we only had five players
go both ways this year, And
we'va been ablo to spell them.

“As a conching staff, going into
the season we thousht we had
the talent to win games.

“The kids jolled offenlively
pretty fast. Defensively, you got
kids to run around and hit peo-
ple; it usually doesn't take quite
as fong.”

Things ceme together well
enough that it's okay to dare to
think about practicing football
on Thanksgiving Day.

Hawks rally to beat Yellow Jackets

Chris Roberson’s fourth-quar-
ter touchdown run Saturday
clinched a 17-13 vietory over
host Detroit Country Day and &

* berth in the state playofls for

Farmington Harrison.

The junior tailback, who
ruahed for 136 yards on 24 car-
ries, sprinted 29 yards for the
winning touchdown with 7% min-
utes remaining in the game,

Needing a victory to qualify,
Harrison finished 6-4 and made
the Division ILI playoff lineup as
a wild-card team, Country Day

‘ was an automatic qualifier in

Division V with a 6-3 record,

Harrison senior Kris Wong
tied o sckool record by kicking
threo field goals of 40, 47 and 40
yards,

Paul Rogind kicked three
ogainst Northville in 1975, and
Dave Blackmer did the samo
versus Walled Lake Central in

82.
Wong's firat two field goals,

A S —
[ | FOOTBALL
the second coming after the first
of two Brian Nelson intercep-
tions, gave the Hawks a 6-0 lead
in the second quarter.

But the Yellow Jackets tock a
7-6 halftime lead with Jason
Probert’s 4-yard run and the
oxtra-point kick, The DCD
touchdown resulted from a Her-
rison fumble at its 18,

Nick Hall's interception in tho
third quarter set up Wong's
third ficld goal and restored the
lead to Harriaon, 9-7.

DCD's Brendan Sledge-Mellon
picked off a Harrison pass and
returned it 25 yards for a touch-
down later in the third quarter,
'hult the two-point conversion
fai

son had DCD pinned deep in its
end when the snap from shotgun
formation went into the end zone

In t.be fourth quarter, Harri- '

for safety. That put the Hawks
within two, 13-11,

After the Roberson TD, Nel-
gon's second interception cut
short DCD's next possession.
Harrison ran the clock down to

1:20 with a ball-control drive in
which Roborson gained another
40 yards,

Harrison outgained DCD, 184-
61. The Hawka had 146 yards on
tho ground, the Jackets 41.

Roberson also caught two
passes for 36 yards. DCD quar-
terback Matt Collins was 3.0f-18
passing for 20 yards, All three
completions went to Jeremy Bat-
tier.

Brad Person led the Harrison
defense with eight tackles. Nel-
son and Aaron Kennedy made
seven tackles apisce.

‘The Hawks also aacked Collins
four times, Person, Kennedy,
Kent Taylor and Marcus Mencat-
ti had one sack each.
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