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RICE GOUGING

Cost of eating prime escalates as Y2K nears

BY ELEANOR HEALD
BPECIAL WaITER

new form of Y2K bug has
hit reataurants, If your
taste preferences lead to

prime cuta of beef or top-of-the-
line seafoods such as Alaskan

k(ng crab and lobater, you may*

be in for new millennium aticker
shock at your favorite restau-
rant.

Thia spring, Aluskan King
Crab was $6 per pound at the
wholesale Jevel noted Matt Pren-
tice, president of the Unique
Reatzurant Corporation, the
ureu's {argest restaurant group.
It is now $11. Forecasts for the
wholesale price of warm water
lobster tails in December arc $20
per pound. Today, cold water
tails are $29 per pound.

Two months ago, prime beef
fillets were $16 per pound whole-

. sale. Four weeks ago, it shot to

$21. This week it's almost $30.
Even prime New York strip steak
has gone through the roof from
$9 per pound to $16.62 whole-

#l is a shortage of.
prime-boef and
seafoods causing this?
No. Is it Y2K greed at
distributor and sec-
ondary sources? Yes.’
What aro aroa restau-
rants doing about t?

sale this week.

These costs are a rull 50 per-
cent above the peak holiday sea-
son lagt yoar.

“It's obscene,”
remar) 3

Is a shortage of primo beef
and acafoods causing this? No. Is
it Y2K greed at.distributor and
secondary sources? Yes. What are
arca restaurants doing about it?

“Daily, the electronic and print
media offer a millennium count-
down,” said Greg Goodman,
chef/proprietor of Café Bon
Homme in Plymouth “I think

Prentice

WHAT'S COOKING

this has gencrated o frengy atti-
tude,. It'a cascading down and
uupplmra are taking advantage
by raising pricea two months
before the peak holiday scason.
They're cleaning up and restau-
rateurs are being manipulated.

“It’s pathetic and catastrophic.
We have no choice, but to pass
costs along to diners. We've told
suppliers that this is not tolera-
ble and !heir attitude is ‘that's
the price,’ We realize that when
diners pay the bill, the restau-
rant appears to be ove
but wa're at the mercy nfsupph-
era. There is no viable alterna-
tive.

“The market could correct
before the New Year, but we have
no way of knowing. Right now,
restaurants have to raise prices
on prime beef cuts, veal, and
seafood.”

Tb leave a voice mail message
for Eleanor Heald, dial (734}
853-2047 on o touch-tone phone,
mailbox 1864.

Send items for consideration in
What's Cooking to Keely Wygo-

“nik, Entertainment Editor,

Obscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
MI 48150. To fax, (734) £91-7279
or e-mail
kwygonik@oc.hemecomm.net

What's Cooking includes list-
ings of new restaurants, special
dinners, menu changes, restau-
rant anniversaries and renova-
tions.

M Detroit International
Wine Auction — 18th annual
event sponsored by General
Motors, 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30,
Detroit Marriott Renaissance
Center Ballroom. To launch this
yenr ‘s event, Tribute restaurant
in Farmmgwn Hills will host an:
intimate Winemaker Dinner 7
p.m. Friday, Oct. 29 with hon-
orary guests Jean-Michel Cozes
uf Chatenu Lynch-Bages, Bor-
deux, France and Sotherby’s nue-

Sercna Sutcliffe ani

chase of a handicapped-accessi-
ble passenger bus for the Older
Persons' Commission.

B A Taste of Milk & Honey
at Morels — 30100 Telegraph
Rond, Bingham Farms, (248)642-
1094, 7 p.m. Wednesday-Thurs-
doy, Nov. 3-4, $34.95 per person.
This five-course feast will
acquaint diners with a sample of
the dishes soon to be available at
Matt Prentice’s newest URC
venue, Milk & Honey, debuting
in Spring 2000 at the Jewish -
Community Centor in West
Bloomfield, While the meal is
dairy, it will not be kosher.

When Milk & Honey opens, it
will include a sushi bar, stir fry
meals, a wok station, and an
exhibition kitchen where diners

* ean watch chefs perform culinary

magic.

W 8ave A Heart, A Celebra.
tion of Wine and Focd, 6:30-9
p.m. Friday, Nov, 12 — at the

Michael Davis. Limited seating
available. Call (248) 664-7464 for
ticket information.

% Red Wagon Wine Shoppe

- Millennium Wine Showcase

at The Townsend Hohl — 100
Tt d Street, Birmi
7-9 p.m. Monduvaueudny. Nov

' 1-2, Tickets $30 in advance, $35
* at the door if Bpace available.

* Over 60 wines nvullnb[n for tast-
. ing

and a

Michigan League, 811 North
University at Fletcher, Ann
Arbor, to benefit the Michigan
Congenital Heart Center at C.S,
Mott Children's Hospital. Qver
300 different wines will be ayail-
able for tasting, accompanied by

food from Ann Arbor’s most pop-

ular restaurants, General admis-
sion tickets are $50 per person
($36 of which is tax deductible)
nnd ‘Taating from Private Cellars
£ tickets arc $180 ($126

tonal

tax deductible), Call (734) 836-

lineup of i

° white, red, and dessert wines
* accompanicd by extraordinary

buffet foods. Reserve with Bran-
don George at (248) 862-9807.
M Gourmet Gala — Present-

. ed by Crittenton Hospital, 5-8
. p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7, Troy Mar-

riott, 200 W, Big Beaver Road,
Troy. Tickets $75 (friend), $125
(patron), $175 (bencfactor), call

. (248) 652-5345. Event features

many of the area's fincat chefs,
restaurateurs and vintners, Pro.
ceeds will go toward the pur-
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# Epoch Restaurant
Group's Millennium Celebra-
tion — Guesta dining at any of

. four Epoch restaurants (Tribute,

Farmington Hills; Forté, Birm-
ingham; Too Chez, Novi; and
Latitude, Bay Hnrbor) between
now and Nov, 24 will receivo an
entry forrh each time they dine,
or simply upon request. A ran. -
dom drawing on Nov. 30 will ,
determine the winner of a six-
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day gastronomic package for aix
beginning Dec. 26 and ending
Jan. 2. The winner and gueats
‘will dine at each of Epoch's
metro-area restaurants on suc-
‘cessive evenings and be flown by
pnvnw plane from Detroit to

bor Springs on Dec, 31 for a
‘new millennium celebration that
includes two nights lodging in a
three bedroom suite at the Inn
at Bay Harbor and dinner at
Latitude.

W Chef Superstar comes to
MotorCity Casino — Michael
Russell, one of only two Certified
Master Chefs still active in the
Michigan restaurant business,
has left the Bloomfield Open
Hunt Club to take the positian of
Executive Chef of the yet-to-open
MotorCity Casino in Detroit.

‘There he will aversee MowrCl-

will be at the casino's signature
restaurant Iridescence, sched-
uled to open when MotorCity
casino opens. Inaugural menu
items include a dish such a3 rack
of wild boar with cider-pepper

‘glaze, braised red cabbage, root

vegetablu puree, cinnamon-
glazed apples, and vanilla-scent-

Troy; Tam O Shanter Country
Club and El Nibble Nook in West
Bloomfield.
B Taste of theArufr—, The

o

or information on how to partici-
pate, Major sponsors are North
Brothers Ford, the Hellenic Cen-
ter, International Minute Press,

Westland Chamb Maui Travel and the Obscrver &
is seéking to partici- ic Ni

pato in dzc Taste of the Arts W American Harvost

event scheduled 6 pan.Tuesdny, Restaurant — At Schooleraft

Nov. 30 at the Hellenic Culture

ed sweet potato puree. Center on Joy Road near .
W Andiamo Italia West — Churchill High School. Thereis
The Platters featuring vocalist no chargo for restaurants to par-
Sonny Turner And Snm Buusm ticipate. At least 600 gueats are
perform d to sttend, paying $20 a

Nov. 4-6 at the Andiamo Celebri-
‘ty Showroom, 7066 E. 14 Mile
Road, Warren. Tickets $30-$36,
call (810) 268-3200,

B The Michigan Grape &
Wine Industry Council —
partnering with a number of
Michigan restaurants and retail-
ersin “Fall is a Cool Time for

ty’s six food ploy
ing 300 food-service 1

ine." The p

featurcs Mich wines in cele-

including 11 sous chefs and
nearly 200 cooks — a far cry

from the staffof 17 he hended at
Bloomfield Open Hunt Club,
Russell won't be pinned down on
.hia food style except to say it's
.primarily American with Asian
-nccents. Hia biggeat challenge

-bration of the harvest season

and upcoming holidays, Partici-
pating metro-Detroit restaurants
include Big Rock Chop. & Brew
House and The Townsend Hotel,
Birmingham; Ernesto’s, Ply-
mouth; Hogan's Restaurant,
Bloomfield Hilla; Nordstrom,
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CARIBBEAN VACATION DOOR PRIZE,
SPONSORED BY THE HEARTS OF I.IVONIA INCLUDES:
* ROUND TRIP AIRFAR|
¢ 8 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS AT BEACMSIDE VILLAS
CARIBBEAN RESORT ON ST. MAARTEN ISLAND

Featuring
« LUXURY CRUISE SHIP THEME * 160,00 per person
o STEVE KING AND THE DITTILIES AND  until Nov. 15th
et i
. .
» PRIME RIB DINNER 9-11 (734) 427-9110

Joix as fo/- aoxce in a //b’d/'u Millewnion Loent

Whillenninm

, &’ Neww Years gve Party
ORI
BANQUETS

32650 Cherry Hill, Garden City
LIVE BAND

Peaturing

A

* 76,00 per person
until Nov. 15th
* Limited Seatlng

(734) 422-4550 5

wmm for the chance to sample
the beet of area restaurant food.
Tickets will cost $25 at the door
if you wait until the day of the
event, Participating restauranta
will be able to pass out coupons
and promotional materizls at
their tables.

Tha Taste festival will raise
funda for the Chamber and for

College, 18600 Haggerty
(between Six and Seven Mile
Roads) in Livonia is open for
lunch Tuesday-Friday. The
restaurant, operated by School-
craft College's renowned Culi-
nary Arts Department, serves o
variety of gourmet selections
prepared and served by students
who work under the supervision
of four certified master chefs.
Call (734) 462-4488 for reserva-
tions.

Internationnl dinners are
oﬂ‘er(-d ’l'hunsday evenings
the fall. Dinners are

the Family Resource Center in

Westland, A silent auction of art
will also be held. A drowing will
be held for prizes which include
a trip for two to Las Vegas. Con-
tact Lori Brist at the chamber

office, (313) 326-7222 for ticketa

$26.95 per person. Call (734)
462-4488 for information.

The Professor’s Pantry offers
fresh bread, pastries, soups,
pastn and salads prepared by
students, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tucsday-Friday.
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Banquet Facllities Avallable

LIVOKIA  REOFORD  ALLEN PARK
! 11008 Baech Doy
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Concert Goers Special
tire Evening, Unlimited Hours

Now A

aring Live
WCASEMEN

24388 Qrand River
(3 blocks W, of Telegraoh)
CARSY OUT 1212 837-1480

s3.79 sbitils

AVAILABLE FOR PARTIE:
UgHowRRS, WRDDINGS,

T
- (g 95




