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Gr ll eally is lare-thanllf t

{Second of a 2.part series)
BY JUDITE DONER BERNE
BPELCIAL WRITER

On our full 17-day tour of
Chinu we eaw more larger-|
life sights than I've experienced
in eny other country, Three are
in the Beijing area: The Great
Wal), the Forbidden City and
Tianunmen Square.

The others are the terra cotta
soldiers at Xian, the Three
Gorges Dom, and the Yangtze
Iiver itsclf, (These wonders will
have to be the subject of a future
article.)

The Great Wall, widely adver-
tised as the only man-made

" structure visible from spuce, was

just as moving close up, We saw
it from Mulianyu, about 45 miles
fromn Beljing, where u Japanese-
built cable car takes you on a
seenic ride, depositing you withe
in resch of the highest restored
section. It's still a short, but
steep climb to the top, where
unfortunately u blasting loud-
speaker nnd souvenir hawkera
greet you. But it’s possible to
move down a few yards to find
the serenity to contemplate this
man-made wonder of the world.

Originally built in small sec.
tions by individual feudal states
during the Gth Century BC, the
Great Wall was connected at the
end of the 3rd Century BC on
orders of Emperor Qin when he
unified China. The enormity of
the task - the wall runs for
3,000 miles - is almost unimag-
inable,

On the same doy, we stopped
at the Ming tumbs, where 13 of
18 Ming emperors are buried.
We entered from the Avenue of
Animals, a tree-lined path
flonked by whimsical pairs of

stone animals and courtesans

leading to the excavated tomb of
Ming Emperor Wan Li (1673-
1620). Legead has it that they
were erected to save the dead
empesor and his wives from dan-
ger in the afterlife. Other imperi-
al tormbae in this area remain
unexcavated.

We re-viewed the film “The
Lust Emperor” shortly before we
left for China,

But still we weren't prepared
for the Forbidden City. Twenty-
four emperors of the Ming and
Qing dynasties lived within its
red walle, which until 1811 was
the center of the Chinese world.

The square, flat architecture,
the symmetry of its courtyards
within courtyards, the treeless
(nothing should be more impos-
ing than the emperor), flat 200
acres are bisected by the Imperi-
al Path, along which only the
emperor could travel.

Halls, pavilions, palaces and
courtyards comprising the For.
bidden City were built between
1406 and 1420 by 200,000 men,
we were told. Only the palace,
whero the imperial family resid-
ed, survived war and fire. The
other huildings bhave been
rebuilt, restored and repainted
many times, maintaining the
original design,

We visited Tiananmen Square,
considered the heart of China,
twice. Qur 24-year-old guide,
usually very open, brushed off a
question nbout where in the
square the 1989 conflict between
students and soldiers took place.
Of the bujlding which houses
Chairman Mao Zedong’s tomb,
closed while we were there, she
said: “Only the old people go
there. The young people don’t
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like him.”

In Beijing, we rode in a rick- {":

shaw, visited a traditional Chi-
nese home in the hutong and a
nearby elementary school,
tured the Bummer Palace, the
Temple of Heaven (the most
famous temple in China) and
Beihai Park. The latter was
where we enjoyed Junch, on our
own, at the illustrious Fangshan
restaurant. According to Fodor’s:
“Established in 1926 by three
royal chefs, Fangshan serves
dishes once prepared by Qing
emperora b on recipes gar-
nered from across China.”

We stumbled through a pre-set
mesl of a dozen dishes, with
some help from a Chinese
woman at an adjoining tabls,

‘The Chinese people are gener-
ally friendly, but seemed the
most reserved in Befjing. | had a
halting conversation with a
young Chinese woman in the
health club locker room of my
hotel. 8he was eager to try out
her English, to trade e-mail
addresses, and proudly told me
she had just hooked up to Yahoo,
But when | began asking her
questions shout political issues,
she clammed up.

We weren't friendless in o for-
eign land, however. Arriving o
day eorlier than our tour group,
we were greeted by a large blue
and gold University of Michigan
poster in the lobby of our hotel.
It turned out that a U-M alumni
travel group had arrived a day

ad of us,

On that tour were Paul and
Ruth Kadish of Farmington
Hills, who are friends of friends,
as well as former West Bloom-
field residents Jim and Ann
Beuerle, who now live in Buttons

Bay.

The food in China is built
around fresh vegetables, and
either noodles or rice, depending
on the region, and the sauces are
a ot lighter than here, We didn't
eat off the street or from the
markets, which in addition to
abundant fruits and vegetables

featured delicacies such as live
snakes, pigs ears and more
entrails than I knew existed.

In Beifing desserts Jooked a lot
better than thoy tanted. I never
saw orange sherbet, the dessert
staple of Chinese restaurants in
the US.

And nowhere in China did 1

Improssive;
Judith Doner
Berne pauses
on the steps
The Great
all. They

say The
Great Wall is
the only
man-made
object you
can see
space,

[

see anything resembling a for-
tune cookie,

Judith Doner Berne, a West
Bloomfield resident, is a former
managing editor and current
columnist for the Eccentric News-
papers. You can reach her at
(734) 853-1997 or by e-mail at
Jberne@att.net

Qreat Escapes features varfous
travel news items, Send news
leads, story ideas or your own
travel adventures.to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-

is $85; nonmember $116,

Skicrs and snowboarders are
invited to join the Bchoolcraft
College EdgeRunner 8ki Club,
Jnn. 2 9 in Stezmboat, Colo. Trip

papers, 36351 S I Livo-
nia, 48150 or fax to (7341691
7279 vr e-nail to kwygonik@ ve.
homecomm. net
SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE
EDGERUNNER BKi CLUB
8% Searchinont, Ontario with
the club, Dee, 2-4, Trip includes
two-night condo accommodation,
two-doy Iift pusses, hot tub and

sauna. Trip participants must be’

18 or older nnd need not bhe a
member to attend. Member cost

i d-trip bus trans-
portatien, five-night condo
accommodation, four-duy Jift
passes, heated outdoor pool and
hot tubs, The cost for club mem-
bers is $409; $439 for nonmem-
bers, Call (734) 462-4422 for
information,
$K) DiSCOUNTS

For the sixth winter the Michi-
gan 8ki Industries Association
has produced a card that allows
you to ski at 25 different ski

arcas for $149. MBIA White
Gold Card purchasera are enti-
tled to ski one time at cach of the
participating ski areas ncross
the state during the

Mounteain, Bitteraweet, Black-
jack, Boyne Highlands, Boyne
Mountein, Cannonsburg, Cross-
Country S8ki Headquarters,

season, The cards will be for
anle at the Nationn! Ski & Snow-
board Expo held Oct. 24, ot the
University of Michigan, Dear-
born campus. Expo houra Sun-
day are from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
White Gold Cards are also sold
at participating MBIA ski shops
throughout the state and are
nvailable through the MSIA
offices by cnlling 248-620-4448.
Participating ski arcas
include: Alpine Valley, Apple

HiltonTolado 2164471300 874

Hilton Gardan Inn® Plymouth 248-420-000) 686
Hilton Grand Aapids Airport 616-957-0100 089
Hilton inn Southfield 246-357-1100 $75-096

Hilton Northlisld 248-879-2100 809
Hitton Novi 248-3434000 $89-895
 Hilton Suites Auburn Hilts 248-334-2.222 009
Hilton Suites Detroit Matro Aitport 734-726-0200 879

HittonToronte 410-869-3456 $158-8196 (Canadian)
HitonToronto Alrport 505-877-8900 8318 (Canadian)
Hilton Windsor 619-973-5655 $128-8139 (Canadian)
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Enjoy s BounceBack Woekend®
at Hitton snd relax for less.
Whon was the last time you did
absolutoly nothing? Enjoyed pom-
pering that mada 8 few days feal
hko a vacation? AHilton ~ FROM
BounceBack Woakend

provides everything you  Der ool
noed 10 rost and revivo. Plus
receivo a free Continants! broak-
fast o credit towards a fult beaak-
fast (st Hilton Suites you'll receive a
full Amarican txeokfost and
evening bevarago roception). You
can make your BouncaBack
Weskend reservations at

www hilton.com/bounceback
or call your professional travel
sgent, 1-300-HILTONS, or one of
the Detroit arsa Hittons listed.
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Cryatal M. in, Honson Hills,
Indianhead Mountain, Marsh
Ridge, Mt. Brighton, Mt. Holi.
day, Mt. Holly, Norway Moun.

tain, Nubs Nob, Pine Knob,
Shanty Creek, Silver Ridge,
Snow Snake, Sugar Loaf Resort,
Swiss Valley, Timber Ridge and
Treetops Sylvan Resort.
QOLF GUIDE

Travel Michigan is offering a
free copy of Golf Michigan. The

44-page, magazine-style guide,
produced cooperatively with
AAA Michigan, provides golfers
with information about dozens of
golf packages avajlable at
resorta and golf courses through-
out Michigan, To request a free
copy, call (888) 78-GREAT.
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Two time

McDONALD FORD

presents

Neal McCoy

with special guest Ricochet

November 5, 1999 * ©

8:00 pm

at Compuware Sports Arena
Located at M-14 and Beck Road in Plymouth

TNN/Music City News Country Awards
Entertainer of the Year”




