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TODAY

Pact made: The city of
Farmington Hills and its
firefighters union have
reached a three-year con-
tract, avoiding arbitra-
tion./A2

New chapter: Farmington
Branch Community
Library celebrates its
refurbished digs
Sunday./A3

- OPINION

Right thing: The Harrison -
High School principal let
democracy work by allow-
ing students to protest
over man sentenced to
death./A14

Generatlonal bridge:
Teens help Farmington
Hills seniors learn how to
use computers./B1

Grid previews: The Farm-
ington and Harrison high
school football teams are
preparing for big games
this weekend as the prep -~
playoffs enter the regional
championship phase./C1

Playoff perspective:
Observer Sports Editor
Dan O'Meara takes a look
at various aspects of the
Harrison and Farmington
playoff experiences in his
column./C1
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Lookirg for a new job?
Fird a great one that's just
right for you in the
Employment Section of

Farmington man organizes WWII reunion in Florida A9 -
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Smooth opening for Mayor Bates

BY RICHARD PEARL
BTAFF WRITZR
rpeariGoc.h

Beco Farmington Hills mayor is
“truly humbling” and “an incredible
honor,”
night.

Noacy Bates suid Monday

But there's some
humor in it, too,
noted the city’s new
top elected public offi-
cial,

For one thing, said
the mayor in her
inaugura! address,
the five Bates chil-
dren now are calling
her “Mayor Mom" and her husband
Charles, their father, “Firat Dude.

Spenking moments after being sworn
in by City Clerk Kathy Dornan, the for-
mer mayor pro-tem and longtime city
council member gaid she's also gotten
“some very interesting questions,

“My children want to know if their
Christmas presents will now reflect the
increase in pay citizens hove so gener-
ously voted for us,” she said tongue-in-
cheek, referring to the new $7,600

E Nancy Bates was sworn
inas n Hills’ new
mayor, and showed humor,
as weli as compmion for
the Vagnozzi family.

annual mayoral aalary.

Furthermore, My ne hew wants to
know if he can now ride around in
police car” and “my neighbors ure won-
dering if this means they will get
plowed out sovner this winter.

“Sorry, overybody,” she said firmly
but politely. “The answer to all those
questions is a big NO,”

Betes, the f‘rnt woman - and only
the second person ~ in Hills city history
to be elected mayor by popular vote,
said she is looking forward to the
increased reﬁpnnnlbxllhos and *many
challenges® facing the city, including
traffic, rainwater ge, power-grid
servlea and development and redevel-
oprot

'l'he cxty council charged with these
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1
New era begins: Nancy Bates, surrounded by amtly and support-

ers, i sworn in as Farmington Hills mayor by Clerk Kathy Dor-
nan. Bates succeeds Aldo Vagnozzi.

B\' UBRY O'CONNOR
APY WRITER
lmnnmhvmaeumm.nnl

As the wife of Farmington Hills'
most recognizable political figure,
Lois Vagnozzi didn't retreat into the
shadows.

She created her own spotlight
through her wisdom, warmth and
genorumty. eny those who knew her.

s Margaret Vognozzi died Mon-
day n'. her home after a five-year bat-
tlo with averian cances.

Aldo, her husband of 50 years, often

as the city’s firat directly-elected
mayor,

“There were a number of times
when I would turn to her for advice
because uhe would alwaya come up
with the right answers,” Aldo said.

At Monday’s Farmington Hills City

of gilence in her memory.
Meoy former and current city
emyloyeu and elected officials knew
Lois and considered her a dear friend.

\ Bhe wasJa..

sought his wife's counsel, especially |

Council meeting, there was a moment .

Lols Vagnozzl

“For many years, we thought Lois
was just a. wonderful person,” said
Bil! Costick, Hills city manager from
1883 to 1996. “She was a great sup-

‘
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Community loses two beloved members

Lots Vagnozzi: A frtend tomany Alyce Faye raised awareness

BY MARY RODRIQUE
BTAFF WRITER
mrodriqueBoehomecomm.net

Beloved Farmington comedienne
and fund-raiser extraordinairo Alyce
Faye dicd Saturday in Providence
Hospital. She was 61.

As co-founder of the Motor City
Women of Comedy, ehe was instru-
mental in raising thousands of dol-
lars for Gilda’s Club, a non-profit
orgapization that offers support to

+~-«Cances patients and their'fe

A funeral service is planned fDr 10
a.m. this morning at St. Aidan
Catholic Church, 17500 Farmington
Road in Livonia For the past decade,
Ms. Faye performed stund-up comedy
in clubs throughout Michigan and the
Midwest. She appeared on stage and
television on CBS' 48 Hours and the
Phil Donahue Show.

She was a founding member of

Gilda'’s Club. With her partner, Mary
Miller, Ms. Faye founded Motor City
Women of Comedy as a tribute to

. their mentor, Gilda Radner, who died

Alyce Faye

of ovarian cancer in 1989. Gilda's
Club is a network of homelike sup-
port networks across the country to
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Play date at North

Founders
Festival

moves to
late June

HITER
umhhﬂo« homecomm,.net

If you can’t beat ‘em, change the
date,

Instend of the usual second week of
July, the next Farmington Area
Founders Festival will take place June
22.24, 2000, accarding to festival man-
agement and city officials.

‘The date change was approved ut the
most recent meeting of the Founders
Festival board, said Farmington City
Manager Frank Louhoff. He called the
change a positive one - even though
Farmington's event will now directly
compete with Livonia's Spree.

“Yeah, they're both the same week,”
snid Lauhofl. “But the two events are
so different. And this puts us ahead of
the Fourth of July tholiday) and other
festivals.”

‘The Livonia Spree features more ear-
nival fare than the Founders Featival,
said Mike Watts of Watts-Up! Inc.
Mike and Susan Watts are entering
the secund year of managing the festi-
val.

“There are other major festivals in
the month of July that we were com-
peting with and there are only o muny
crafters uod vendors,” soid Mike

On tap: North Farmington Hzgh School presents “You Can’t Take It With You,” a rollicking Watts.

comedic love story about a 1930s family. In this scene Penelope Sycanwrc played by Sara He was referring to successful arts

Armastirong, paints Mr. DePinna, played by Adam Hertz, as sﬁaa watched by her husband, “m"odum d“‘&‘,",‘:ﬂ:ﬂ‘u“ﬁ‘ ""\’,’i’&]“ l*l’) 1,‘;

Paul Sycamore, played b_y Matt Adler. Rheba, played by Kell. z Karakashian, offers a crmcal we hope to Ao bigger pool of
eye. Pei Friday and Saturday, Nov. 12-13. Both shows begin at 7:30 p.m. in the people”

North armmgton auduonum Tickets are $ 5. Call 489-3635 for information.
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