Rededication celebrates
branch’s improvements
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he soft, classy sounds of
i:. dzgmbermud: seemad

busier than 90 percent of the
suburban libraries” in metro

Detroit.
Farmington handles sbout 35
percent of the more than one

-] s
rededication of the newly updat-

iilion books and audio and
video tapes loaned by both

ed, ar
branth of the Farmington Com-
munity Library.

The music, mrformed by a
string quartet by Kay Delu-
o, ILFAmhslan P‘nblin Behools

nppruin:eiqn gnr \vh:t had been

their anticipation of what's to

come.

“It's wonderful,” said Marian
Karvonen of Farmjngton in dis-
cussing the brighter, warmer,

more high-tech but atill user-.

y library,
“I'm flabbergasted by all the
,* 8dded the vol

per year,
*This is truly an ocutstanding
library to have (and} & very key
to our Ety,”

she aaid.
*] thought this day would
never get Liere,” jested Papai.
Renov, upgrad-
the heating, ventilating and

ajr-conditiening l_ylu_m_: and

imlllllng'ena;gy-l;linl ther-
mal-pana s and non-glare
1ln! _nnd_ new urpn_ing;

B
furniture plus installing new
public service desks,’ computer
:I.;BI"' and parents’ seating in

who uses u;na' of them weekly to n's department.
producse ¢ fibrary’s community New wir

Karvonen brought along her  Technalogical enhancements
friend, Esther Joh Hills included improved Int "
resident and regular at ul Hills Aaccess; a computer training cen-
branch on 12 Mile Road. John- ter focusing on information

son said that after Bunday’s visit
she's “eager to see” the Hills'
branch similarly transformed.

The two were among the esti-
mated 400 on hand Sunday te
enjoy music by the string quartet
and celebrate the $1.4 million
refurbishment and upgrading of
the 24.year-old downtown
branch of the Farmington Com-
munity Library.

Meanwhile, the $11.2 million
expansion and remodeli
larger, 27-year-old Hills main
branch is scheduled to begin
next spring and be completed in
early 2002,

Both projects were funded by
the two cities’ voters, who
a millsge increase in August

1998,

That fact didn't escape Sun-
day’s speakers.

Calling Farmington “a really
supportive community, both the

uSage resources; new wiring
ensabling library patrons to
access the Internet via their own
Iaptops; and a re-engineered
point security system.

The Farmington checkpoint is
only the third such in the coun-
try. It sims at improving staff
efficiency whils upgrading inven-
tory and materials management.

And patrons may now check
out their own materials.

That wasn't lost on 8-1/2-year-
old Marlene Azar of Livonia,
who heartily approved.

Brother Michael, 7, said he
foved the sculptured, reslistic-
1ooking trees at the entrance to
the children’s room.

But it was their mother,
Lydia, who has been bringing
her children to Farmington for
roughly five years, who pnid the
library the Litimate compliment.

Citing both the branch’s

city itself and the administ
tion,” Robert Plummer, library
board president, told the crowd
it was “peopls like you who gave
all that support and got the mil-
lage peased that enabled the
rel ling.”

‘Never wavering’

Hills Counclilman Jonathan
Grant, who represented outgoing
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi at the cere-
mony, praised the Farmington.
branch supporters for “never
wavering and not quitting until
we...put together {a bill) that
voters could get behind.”

Grant also lauded Library
Director Beverly Papati for her
“high standards” and unwaver-
ing aupport. “We're tremendous-
ly fortunate to have her,” he

d.

The Parmington renavation
will “move us well into the new
millennium, technology-wise as
well aa oversl], with the new
In(:: we've given it,” Plummer

eaid.
“We'll be hard-pressed to beat
this,” he added.

Farmington Mayor Mary
Bush, who, like Papai, suffered
through two previous unsuccess-
ful attempts to get vaters to
approve ngnry modernization,
noted the Parmington branch *is

and the
ing friendliness and helpfulness
of its staff, she stated, “I like it
better than Livenia.”

Retum thanks:
glli of those who

on Sunday.

Keyed up: Library staffer Maurcen Baugh teaches
Sarah Schneider how to check out books all by herself.

Panel to explore recruiting, training
diverse work force at Nov. 18 forum

The Parmington/Farmington
Hills Multicultural/Multiracial
Community Council invites all to
attend ite community forum on’
recruiting and training a diverse
work force on Thuraday, Nov. 18,

Tha forum will begin at 8 a.m.
and be held in Room 1 at the
Parmington Training Center,
33000 Thomas Street in down-
town Farmington. Co-sponsor-
ing the forum in the Farming-
ton/Parmington Hilla Chamber
of Commerce. There is no
admission fee for this event.

The forum will feature a panel
of community area jarge and
small companiea who will pro-

vide their viewpoints regarding
this topic. Bome of the compa-
nies participating include The
Gale Group, bono, Gakland
County Community Mental
Health and Bhalimar Indian
Reataurant.

In the late 1080s, the Farm-
inxtan/?nrn!igglgn‘ l{l‘llll Mullti-

Council began meeting informal-
ly as a group of parents, police,
achool and city officials to dia-
cuss roligious, race and cultural
differences.

Bince early 1000, representa-
tives from Farmington !’ublic

and Pnrmlnmn‘}lilll city gov-
er , the g
nity and other interested citi-
zens have been meeting on a reg-
ular basia,

In 1993, the councit sponsored
its firat open forum on multicul-
tural and multiracial diversity
and since than has worked
toward providing a program that
would truly reach aut to citizens
and offer n monthly opportunity
for community-wide exchange.

Jim Hall and Karen Bolsen co-
chair the council, which is dedi-
cated to promoting awareness
and acceptance of diversity in

Schools, d Far

the

Hazardous waste drop-off day planned

id in F and Fi

| Hills  chemi

will have a regiona) Household Hazardous Waste
Drop Off Day # a.m.-2 pam. Baturday, Nov, 13 at
the Novi Department of Public Warks.

There will be a 10-gallon limit per car. Jtems
that will nat be aceopted include motor ofl, car bat-
teries, Intex paint, and explosives. RRRABOC hax
local recycling outleta and aiternative disposal

guidelines for these items.
RR!

RASOC is encouraging residents to bring to
the event for proper disposal itema such as oll-
based paint, pesticides, herbicides, cleaners, Mug.
rescent light bulbs and other common hounohold

ohope.

of the partici

15 from thair homea, garages and work.

i 13

witl

then DelWal.

be roquired to show proof of residency at the
entrance of tha Novi DPW, which is located on Del-
Wal Drive. DelWal goes north off of 11 Mile Road,
betwoen Meadowbrook and Town Center. Partici-
pants should follow the recycling center signs from
the Grand River/Meadowbrook and Grand
River/Tawn Center interaections to 11 Mile and

For more information, call Heldi Jo Wayco,
RRRASOC's recycling coordinator, 248-208-2270.

Library director Bev Papai thanks_
helped make the renovations possi-
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