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Wonderful performances in “The Merchant of Venice

Schoolcraft College presents
“The Merchant of Venice,” 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Nov, 12.13 in
the Liberal Arts Theatre on cam-
pus, 18600 Haggerty, between Six
and Seven Mile roads, Livonia.
Tickets $8, call (734) 462.4596,
By Bop WEIBRL,

BPECIAL WRITER

If you have shied away from
Shakespears, becauso it's “too
hard to undorstand” you may
want to reconsider, and attand
Schoolcraft College's production
of "The Merchant of Venico” Tho
play I8 casy to follow and the

principal playera turn in wonder-
ful performances, Professor
Jamea Hartman haos odited the
ploy alightly to update archaic
words from Shakospearean
times to mako it more palatable,

For example, “in sooth”
becomos in truth, And *rate of
usance” bocomes rato of intoreat,

The centrat conflict involves a
young man borrowing monoy
from a friond to finance a
romance with a weaithy young
lagdy. To'test the values of hor
suitors, sha promiaca her dead
fathor to marry tho man who
makes the corroet choice
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between gold, silver and lead
chests. Lots of comedic poasibili-
tios there — and no doubt 400
years ago Elizabethan audiencea
found it very funny. There is a
dark side to tha play, however.

Much of the world was viru-
lently anti-Semitic in Shake-
epoare’s time, Who better to be a
villain than Shylock - the Jow -
who lends monoy to Christians.
Today, the dorisive language
directod at him ia o bit discon-
certing, similar to the way mod-
orn popular culture treatad
American Indians not so many
ypars ago, Ray Van Hoeck (Shy-
lock) creates & marvelously sym-

varying movements of a blind
character and tho thugs, who
tond to move erratically, It'a n
thug thing.

As you might im:\gine. a play

“Wait until Dark” ie a dia-
logue-intansive play which taxes
ita performers and the director
to sustnin suspense, There woro
mc:}uiunulL lapsos Lin the

men, portrayed by Michael Jaf-
fries, Mike Fraley and Anthony
Sherman,

Musicals and comedies will
always hn’va an ndvantngn in

pathotic character. His "revenge”
speech in which he explains why
he insists on his “pound of flesh”
in lieu of repayment of his loan
{8 apellbinding. If only the actor
entering at tho end would delay
a beat, however, allowing us to
digeat the moment.

Despite hia wonderful charac-
ter, Van Hoeck tends to hold one
stage poaition too long. Both he
and Jorri Doll (Portia} deliver
Shakespeare's lines in such a
natural manner that one is sol.
dom aware that they are spoak-
ing in verse. Not any easy task
as many of the lesa experienced
actors can attest,

STAY TUNED

Doll, aa Portia, lights up the
stage with energy and styloas a
young woman hoping the man of
her dreams selects the correct
chest, It is a stunning perfor-
mance. Brian Taylor gives his
usual solid performance as, Bas-
sanjo, hor love interest, John
Rowland (Antonio) looks the part
of a successful merchant, but
neods to add more spice to the
delivery of his lines and variety
to his movement. Colleen Green-
well is vory good as Portin's
friend, Nerissa. Diane Aretz ia
most effective as Shylock’s
daughter, Jessica, who runs off
with his money and marries a
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Christian. Otheu n .::‘ni.;
include Jason B

Karl, Nick Ward, Dlvid

Lisa Brawley David Jenuys_

m;
Tom Rowland, Joha Abair, Bren $
dan Smith, Charles LlCrnixk
Antonfo Musse and Tom Noe. (3
The setting, lighta, sound andls
costuming are well done, thou;h\
there ere an interesting varie
of footwear for a period piece.
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Bob Weibel is a Westland ml”\.
dent who writes about theaterss
for the Observer & Bcctutrl?&
Newspapers. 2
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For three docades, Bobby
Lewis and his Crackerjack
Band have been rocking around

Metro Detroit. The classic rock |

band will grab nudiences atten.
tion at Livonia's Winter Wonder-
land Parade Saturday, Nov. 20

forming at Wonderland

with a hlind lead
a premium on lighting to drnw
the audience in to the unfamiliar
circumstance of having to rely on
its instincts. Cast members were
supported throughout this pro-

and glitches in sound and special
effects that prompted nudleace
mombers to settle a bit deoper in
thoir scata,

Director Jim Stillman is en

duction by

that enhnnced their scones, No
simple task, given the impor-
tance that the many different
degrees of light had to the plet.
John Deiertoin, who also did
scenic design for the acason
opening production of “The
Music Man," deserves applause
in thig area.

bashed fan of Knott's myster-
ies, including the classic “Dial M
for Murder,” which Avon present.
cd two years ago, Here, he pro-
sents the story in an easy-to-fol-
low monner, und although the
production is not exactly a nail
biter, he does establish a distinct
identity for cach character. This
is most cvident with the con-
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Wayne State Universlty
Dance Company Presents

Saturday, November 20, 1999
11 a.m. and ¥ p.m,

Community Arts Auditorium

School Group Performances

... search, diseover, create
e A
Come 0P Cor peatit! AL

1999-2000 On Stage! ™ L3

Wayne State University, 450 Kirby
Tutsday, November 16 - Fricay, Novembee 19
and

Call WA Iunce Dapractenent (V13) 577 42713

Explorers!

WAYNE STATE
UNIVERSITY

Wayne State Univenity Is an equal opportunity/atinmalive action employer,
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The Detrolt Public TV Auction is now online!

Shop It

PublicTVauction.com

Watch Detvint bl 0V
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An audience that believes com-
munity theater should also
attempt to stretch itself by pre.
senting more challenging pro-
ductions will appreciate this one,

John O'Donnell iz a Troy resi-
dent who writes about communi-
ty theater for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

while
Mall.

Sure it isn't the old “Your Mus-
tache™ lounge in Dearbora,
where Lewis played with his
band Sticks and Stones for 13
yoars, but audiences are sure to
love that blend of rock, jazz and
blue,

It’s o mystery to me, One
Livonia readoer wrote with a
question. What haa happened to
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Prints from the Norton Simon Museum

Now through January 16, 2000

Magician

Trace the career and life of this
startling and original 20th-century
master through his print work.

Call 419-255-8000
for more information

Pabio Picaia, Wornon weh Homet September 1954
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CONCEIVED BY MARY KYTE WITH
MEL MARVIN & GARY PEARLE

a star-spangled
musical
| extravaganza!

OCT 20

THROUGH
NOV 14

H ftwas 1900 and anew
Century dawned -— The
Ametican Centuty: filled with
grand dreams, immigrant
hopes, ice cream socials and
the hot new sound of ragtime.
Yout whole family will cheer
“Bultyi”along with Teddy
Roosevelt, musk hastat
Anta Held, reformes Emma
Goidman, an Alrican-Amerian
domestic worket and a
Chaptin-esque tramp In this
sweeping musical celebration.
“An lridescent cascode

SA
Ity

instant discount coupon!
$1'OFF EVERY TINTYPES TICKET
ool word TEDOY" whes you allt

of songs - defidous,
coptivating, endedaring!”

Made puuuo by:
DAIMLERCHRYSLER

Mo ok Magizine

TIORETS

377-3300
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KISS FM? One night she turned
on the radio to find it changed to

o rock format? Anyone with
information may e-mail scaso-
la@oe.homecomm.net.

‘While Delilah may be missing
from the airwaves, dircctor
Kevin 8mith (*Clerks,” “Chas-
ing Amy”) is in plain sight with

G
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his latest film “Dogma.” %1197‘
the movie may be shrouded in
cantroversy for it's take on reli-*
gion, Alanis Morissette's Intost -
ainglc “Still" should tide nagq:_
fans over before she completeals
onother album, Look for. Marh-:y
sette's camec as God in
*Dbgma,” opening tomorrow, 3
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KALEIDOSCOPE
» PREMIUM BAR-PKG.-6
¢ PRIME RIB DINNER 9-11

Crwie ixto téo Ao nninm °

CARIBBEAN VACATION DDOR PRIZE.
SPONSORED BY THE HEARTS OF LIVONIA INCLUDES:
¢ ROUND TRIP AIRFARE.

» 8 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS AT BEACHSIDE VILLAS
CARIBBEAN RESORT ON ST. MAARTEN ISLAND

Featuriog

* LUXURY CRUISE SHIP THEME
¢ STEVE KING AND THE DITTILIES AND

Joix as lfar a onse ix a //ifomw Millexninm Event
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* 150,00 per person
until Nov. 18th
* Limited Seating

(734) 427-9110

Whilleninm i
& Neww ymrs Eve Party ./) i

BANQUETS N

32350 Cherry Hill, Garden City \
LIVE BAND :
Featuring

* 75,00 per person
until Nov. 16th
* Limlted Seating

(734) 422-4550 i

Prescted with the fenerous support of

HALF-PRICE
~ PREVIEW PERFORMANCES =
ﬁnmday‘ N
Sunday, Nov. 200
$un-hy Nov. 21, 630'1"!

20, 6\0|1m

Charles Dickens' A

Wristn
Tarnl

adapted and directed by Chardes Notte
Novembcr 20—December 26

SEATS STILL AVAILABLE FOR THESE DATES!

Sunday. Dec. 5, 200 ks

SPECIAL FAMILY DISCOUNTS Sundes Doe 5, 630 B E2

— THANKSGIVING WEEKEND =) Thunday, Dec. 9, 8:00 p.m. ks

Eriday, Nov. 26, 8:00 pm. Friday. Dec. 10, 8:00 pum. kS

Sarurday, Nov. 27. mo pm. Sarunday, Dec. L1, 2:00 pm =

Snmdxle::v ., 6 p.m. ;alr:‘;.day&lg 11, 6:30 p.m. Q
.  Dec. 12, 2:00 pum.

Sund-y- Nov 28, 6-30 vm Sunda; Dec. 12,6:30 f;m S

nd all performances December 16-26 ._._|E:-
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Meadow Brook
Theatre

0Oakland Universitys
Professiona) Theatre

For tickets call
the Box Office
(248) 377-3300
Tickets also available at all

Ticketmaster locations.
(248) 645-6666
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Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2:00 p.m.

Thunday, Dec 2, 8:00 p.m.

Fnday Dxx. 3, 8:00 pm.
Saturdsy, Dec. 4, 2:00 p.m.
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