“Escancba in da Moonlight,” a
comedy by Jeff Daniels, runs
through Feb.13 at the Gem The-
atre, 393 Madison Ave., Deiroit.
Performances: 8 p.m. Wednes-
day-Sunday, Tickets: $29.50 -
$36.580. For information call
{313) 963-8800,

BY ALICT RERIN
BIAYY WRITER

arhein@oshomecomm.net
Bure, there are thick breezes
of flatulence jokes and a profu-

sion of palitically incorrect “yoop-
er” conventions, but what's not
to love in “Escanaba in da Moon-
light?*

Not much. In fact, fewer folks
leave the show with a frown on
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!.heir face than there are men
walking the streets of downtown
Menominae on opening day of
deer hunting season. In both
cases, there sure aren’t many.

Jeff Daniels’ comedy offers =
constant array of manly merri-
:inen: regulated by practical wis-

lom.

“If you're looking back at the
thlngl that you mlned. you
won't know what hit you,” ia just
such a truism.

Yet this story does look back,
to opening day 1989 at the Scady
deer camp, “the world famous
8oady deer camp,” outside
Escanaba, .

In n log cabin decorated with
animal hides and cases of Gobel

Flanggan ’s from page lCI

beer, Albert Sudy (Jim Pom
Sta

Soady mon don‘'t mess with

field) talks up the Superi

while he ripe on the 'll.-t-l.lndu
fudg--mckin]. beer-drinking
trolls® who drive up north in
their Winnebagos.

“If we wuntu‘i company we
would have built a bridge soon-

Hu awaiting the arrival ofhk
sons, Ruben (Phil Powers) and
Romw (Joseph Albright} who,
he candidly explains, are not
“the tool in the shed.”

Ruben, at 35, is nbout to
become the eldest “b

bﬂnd. Ho's t‘r’\uﬁu um the m

fro

his full-blcoded Indian wife Walf
Mocn Dance (Sandra Birch) will
guide hix aura (that's air-s as in
*the alr around ‘ya”) and break
the curse that has denied
him a buck. i

Naturally, the Soady men acd
friend Jimmer (Wayne David
Parker), whose speach was ren-
dered unlntolli]lblo after an
alien abduction, are reluctant to

stray.
Remnar offers evidence to that

Yooper” in Soady family history.
8o this year, he's breaking with
tradition, No pasties. No Spam
and mayo sandwiches in the

rington, extends beyond the
stoge, Audience members are
encouraged, prodded, provoked
and drafted into participating in
putting flesh on the akeleten
story about Flanagan's dreams,
demise and foibles.

The collaberation with the
audience requires a balance of
wit and res; distance ~ not
easy when the cast is on the
prowl] for a quick laugh, But with
this endearing casat, there is a
near-instant comfort,

While actor appear firmly
groundod in their reapoctive
characters, it's when thoy Int out
their p lities and d

Lawry of Garden City, Dojan
Ravich of Livonia, Charles
McGraw of Hamtramck, Tom
Whalen of Royal Oak, Pat
Caporuscio of Richmond and
Courtney Jo Demsey of Groase
Pointe,

All have thoir fair share of
dramatic and comodic theater
credits and stints in Improv.

Together they take audiences
on a journey through an Irish
wake without hitting any insult~
ing bumps. Well, then again,
that depends on whether you're
open to sparring with the likes of
I“lannguxu angry fiancee or his

fisted mother.

strate their improv skills that
thoy shine.

At various times, the spotlight
shines on Dorrington, Tony

After six years of performances
in Chicago, the play oponed in
Pontiac in early October. Several
weeks later, howaever, thae origi-

Ga"el'ies from page C1

nal producer, Joe Nederlander,
pulled out of the show, and Baci
owners Nino and Luigi Cutraro
atapped up to keep alive “Flana-
gan's Waks” and extend its open-
ended run,

In a local theater scene often
lecking in vibrant

with the d, duct-taped
flannel shirt he's worn since he
wan 9, “Does it smell?” he asks
rthetorically, "Moat certainly.”
But it's tradition. And the

Conversations ;.....«:

forcos.
Hilarious happenings ricochet
as the plot chlrnr through
visions of God, mishaps with

.porcupine pee and a lurprllc

Gem Theatre ‘yoops’ it up Wltﬂ Jeff Daniels’ play

pretty much the aamo group has
been performing since it firat
opened at the Chelsea’s Purple
Rose Theatre in 1887, they still

ability to make

have the
k d rinl sbund - and

visit from DNR R Tora
Treado (Randall Godwin), who
has a penchant for teddiss.

But thers are moments of
"Blair Witch® suspense, as when
the men confront a “bear walk,”
w to their knowl-
edge nl‘ Indian lon. requires a
sacrifice beyond going with-
out whisky for tlu dmtlon of

camp.

Under Guy Sanviile's direc-
tion, the cast hits their comedic
marks dead-on. And though

appear - spontancously funny,

Daniels has plans to take his
gem to the silver screon and {a
currently working en the movia
screanplay. But you'd bo wise to
see the Gem's production.

Get ready for n facial muscle
workout because “Eacanaba in
da Moonlight” will keep you lit.
tle “flatlandor fudge-suckors”
grinning oar-to-oar, from da
start to da end.

Within a recent 10-day stretch,
she will have moved into a down-
town Birmingham condo from
her home in Bloomfield Town-
ship, traveled to and from Flori-

, thon made a two-day jaunt to
New York to make presentations
to venture capitalicts to try to

*Flanagan's Wake” offers a glim-
mer of hope. It's the type of play
that will be fun for thoas who
prefer movies or home entertain-
ment,

And its a good laugh for die-
hard theater-goers who should
be impressed with the improv
ability of the cast.

*Danny Boy® might be deliv-
ered off-key, but there's nothing

attract fi ial support for I-
CAN. i )

And before she leaves the Big
Apple, she'll present a $75,000
check for spinal-chord research
at a dinner given by Christophar
Recve.

ART BEAT

No excuses

In 1092, Van Arnem estab-
lished a foundation tnhnlp finda
cure for

And about four years ago, sh
began “Spend A Day In A
Wheelchair,” a program to help
studants hcl(huu awareness of
the challenges faced by people
with disabilities. .

By the end of the day, it's not
unusual, said Van Arnem, for
atudents to be in tears, psrtly
out of frustration, partly due to

the melting away of their igno-

rance,

“People can't begin to realize
how devastating it is to be in a
wheolchair.”

Yet the greator conundrum
might be why we all continue to
accept the violence at the roat of
s0 many these “accidents” thot
leave people bound within their
own

‘Too busy? That just isn't an
excuse,

Frank Provenzano can be
reached at (248) 901-2667, or
fpr D oe. h net

out of tune with *Fl 's
Weke.”

Indeed, the pervasive quality
of the exhibits at the Kidd, Klein
and N'Namdi gallories is that

photography in the mid 18th
centiiry and the efficiency of

~ most of the paintinga contain a
senso of myatery,
Ever aince the emergence of

ing n snap of a shutter

identity, '
A canvaa Is a reflection of both
pt ] and spiritual realitiea,

intoa i bl of

reality, the art of painting hos
undergone a continual search for

Perhaps each of the exhibijta
along Townaond Street illua-
trates Jackson Pollock's oft-quot-
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ed observation: “Painting is a
state of being. Every good artiat
paints what ho (or she) is.”

Want to publicize an arts
event, or know a tal 1 local

ly premiered in entirety by the
Birmingham-Bloomfield Sym-

artist who deserves recognition?

It's news that belongs in Art
Beat. '

Send information to Art Beat,
Eccentric Newspopers, 805 K.
Maple, Birmingham, M( 48009
fax (248) 644-1314. 2

'mmmm.

COMPOSER'S WORX
Erich Kunzel will lead the

phony Orchestra under Felix
Reanick in October 1988, is a
tribute to the group of black
World War II pilots known as
the Tuskegee Alrmen.

Belanger, who is the recipient
of two Michigan Council for the
Arts grants, became intereated
in composing m piece to honor the
Airmen after attonding a fund-
ralsing dinner for the Tuskegee
National Historical Museum in

Detroit Symphony Pops in the - Detroit.

finale from 'l‘nukagan Ajrmen

The perfc 0 will be part

Suits, written by local
Brlm Belanger of Royal Oak.

'I’ha Suite, which was original-

NAME.

START THE NEW YEAR B
WITH A CHANCE TO WIN .
_FREE ROUND TRIP CHARTER AIR 70
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Wa're Changing to Serva You Betten. N

ADDRESS:

PHONE:,

OR E-MAIL: cadillactravsi@earthlink.net  :
DRAWING To Take Place DEC. 2, 1999 -

Must Recelve Before DEC. 1, 1999
EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS AND BASED ON AvALABIITY -

Calllng All
. search,

s,

Snurdlyqunb« wn
11 am. and t p.m. »,

Community Arta

Arts Auditorium : .
" Wayne Stata University, 450 Kirby R

Porformances
Wu-lmmu
#:45 8.7, 00d 11 8.,

Explorersl
dtsuvar, ereate

of the DSO program that fea-

tures the Flylng Karamazov

Brothers and works of

Tchlil(nv-ky, Hayman and
illiama,

Coneemmspm Thureday,

Nov. 18; 8:30 Friday & Saturday,
Nov. 19-20, and 38 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 21.

Tickets: $14-$47. For informa.
tion, call (313) 578-5111, or (313)
576-5180.

PRANILIN RESIDENT RXINTS I

TOLEDO

The art work Patrick McCay of
Franklin will be on exhibit Nov.

20~Jan. 7 at 20 North St, Clair-.

Gallery in "l‘ohda

MeCaoy, an acclaimed painter
in his home country of England,
is a new faculty member at the
Center for Creative Studies, His
large-acale works.on paper and

.canvas have been described as a

connection botwaeen art and
music.

For jnformation, call (419)
2412400,

CONTEST

The Polk Compsny has
announced its third-annual art
competition held cxclusively for
Michigan artists.

The juried art contest, “The
Polk Compatition: Art & Tech-
nalogy,” will feature the scloce
tion of works of 60 artists. Ten
artists will ba chosen for the top
cash awards.

Deadline for entrios is Feb. 18,
2000.

The works will be displayed
May 14-20 at the Birmingham
Bloomfisld art Cénter. The
award-winning picces will be
included in the Polk Collecti

For more information, call Dan
Willis, Polk public relations
director, at (248) 728-7827.
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