Family bonds insure

this business success

DIANE GALE ANDREASS!
BPECIAL WRITER

While large corporations around the
waorld are gobbling up smaller ones like
sppetizers, it mnkes us appreciate more
the family owned businesses in our midst.

Like Grace Enaurance Agency, which
was established by Clare J. Grace in
downtown Farmington in 1819, Now
owned by Craig and Glenn Grace, the
company was handed down three genera-
tions and haa been in the same locati

aside from a 10-foot move down the block
on Grand River east of Farmington, dur-
ing the 1950s.

“In today’s time when everyone is buy-
ing out existing businesses from other
people I think it's a pretty good achieve-
ment to run the agency from three differ-
ent gonerations succeasfully and to have
remained in the same community,” Craig
Grace said.

Add to that watermark another signifi-
cant achievement — Glenn and Craig still
represent their grandfather’s first client,
which was Citizena' I

of America. -

“As far as we know we ore the oldest
agency that has remained in a family for
Citizens’ independent agents,” Craig
Grace said.

It all began when the insurance busi-
ness waa established in the Grace Hotel,
which was built in 1899, The three-story

building was essentially used aa a board-.

ing house and was established by Ulysses
Grace, Craig and Glenn Grace's great.
grandfather,

Next door to the hotel, the Grace fomily
sold Packards in o one-room showroom.
Their new venture required the family
have insurance, which gave birth to the
Grace Insurance Agency.

As it turned out, the Packard business
died away and the insurance company
became a family legacy that etill thrives,

Gerald C. Grace bought the insurance

aaid, *I grew-up hearing stories about how
the hotels, Grace, and the Owen House
across the street, were more ¥ke boarding
houses,” Craig Grace said. “jn the Grace
Hotel, on third floor, was a m and
Henry Ford would come and dance there,
at the Botaford Inn and the Owen House.”

‘The Grace Hotel'was Jeveled to make
szny for the rear parking lot in the carly
18608, )

Craig Grace also'recalled stories about
how the building was assembled with
bricks that were fired on Grand River.
Carringes were kept behind the building.
“One of my customers cams in and
returned the cash register that he pur-
chased when the Grace Hotal was demol-
ished and on the bottom of the drawer it
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“As l;ar a5 the next generation it's hard newly elected C:‘undl mae’:berl.
ta say,” Craig Grace said. “Tha {ndustry is appointment of temporary chair-
changing so much with mergers and con- man, election of mayor and
solidations that it is doubtful that it will tmayor pro tem; .
go on to the next generation.” ! W Public hearing on 2000-01

The 80-year family business milestone Community Development Block
went public recently at a Farmington City Grant program;

Council meeting when the Grace family M Report by Boya State Repre-
was presented with a page-long - sentative Benjamin York;

tion atating: “Craig and Glenn Grace have 8 Introduction of Nancy
nurtured the business as it has grown and Coumoundouros, new Cultura)
‘have been active members in the commu- Arts Coordinator for Farming-
nity ton/Farmington Hills;

to ¢ity government and lou} business B Update on code enforcement
associations...” i by Director of Public Services

The proclemation went on $o say that B Kevin Gushman;
their service and contributiona to the com- B Proclamation of National -
munity enhance the reputatioa of the City Family Week, Nov. 21-28.
of Farmi These fi al ) Consider resolution regard-
men also remain a Jiving thread to impor- ing the forma} procesa for cable
tant historical events in the cobapquity. franchise renewal;

The Grace family roots in Farmfngton @ Consider spproving budget
go back even further than » Craig adjustment for 47th District
explained, with Ulysses Grace's father, Court roof repair.

Benjamin Grace. - Farmington Hills

The latter was a farmer who traveled to City Council
Michi from Farmington, New York City Hall, 474-8118
with the Quakers. 7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 15

“That's our family's first settler in Agenda items include:
Farmington that I know of,” Craig Grace B Add Button Orchards house

to Historical District.;

¥ Consider approval of service
agreement with ABC North-
west cab companies for senior
adult transportation;

B Consider amending the city
R code to provide for registration of

4 establishments and to provide
certain license requirements to
promote the efficient administra-
tion and provision for public
health and safety measures;

@ Consider amendment to
allow temporary wall signs to be
displayed a maximum of four
times a year;

W Consider authorizing the
city manager and city attormey to

HTArY PUOTO NY B, Presion
Full of Grace: Glenn and Craig Grace carry on the family tradition,

business from his father, Clare and in
1881, Craig and Glenn Grace bought it

from their father, Gerald Grace.

fothers namo on it.;

Annual ‘Raider Rake’
grows as leaves fall

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpeari@oe.homecommunet

The “biggest and best” Raider
Rake in the six-year history of
the North Farmington High
School service project bagged
leaves for 33 senior citizens and
shut-ins recently.

“We had 115 rompin’, stompin’
students” participating Satur-
day, Oct. 30,” said a proud Ed
Davis, North government teach-
er and Raider Rake co-ordinator
and founder.

“We filled ‘em up with cider
and doughnuts, all those carbo-
hydrates, and turned ‘em loose,”

he said.
Also helping out were 10

North teachers, who donated
their time to help coordinate the
raking and cleaning project.

Juniors and seniors with driv-
cr's licenses provided their fel-
low freshman and sophomore
participanta with rides, Davis
said.

Davis said it was very satisfy-
ing to sce the students “realizing
it’s important to give back to the
community” by taking part in
the Raider Rake.

Names of residents needing

the help were submitted about !

equally by the Farmington Hills'
Home Chore aervice, churches
and synagogues and “the sweet
lﬁt;lle neighbor ladies,” Davis
B N

Workshop to offer insight
for the politically curious

rpeari@oc.homecomm.net

Got an itch to seek local public
office, but don't know what that
entails?

Xnu'rg in luck.

F City Ct 1)

endorsed it: “Particularly in this
age of term limits, there’s o con-
stant need for new leadership,”
she said.

“People have to be encouraged .

to be leaders,” said Parker, who
last year won re-election to o
second six-y term, Knowing

an JoAnne
McShane and
three other
current office-
holders will
discuss the
subject during
a workshop
entitled “Me?
Run for Public
Ogi?e???; slat-
ed for 7 p.m.
JoAnne McShan® Thyrsday,

Nov, 18, in
Bloomfield Township.

‘The workshap at the Bloom-
field Township Public Library,
located on the southenst corner
of Telegraph and Lone Pine, is
co-sponsored by the Lesgue of
Women Voters - Oakland Area,
the Women Officials’ Network
and the library.

*It’s nice to pique the interest
of people who might even think
of possibly running for office,”
said McShane, who has served
10 years on the city council and
won re-election to it earlier this
month. 3

*It’'s a0 important to prime per-
sons who might have any (nter-
est”® in running for office, ahe
added - "giving them an outline,
holding their hand and offering
them mentorship.”

Although she isn’t part of
Thursday’s program, Judge
Marla Parker of the 47th Dis-
trict Court nevertheless

*what it's all about may inspire
people” to take a role in govern-
ment.,

Joining McShane as panelists |
will be Anna Fidler, Rochester:

Hills Library bosrd member;
Debbie Macon, West Bloomficld
Township trustee and Geri Rin-
schler, Birmingham board of
education,

Thoy will share the decision-
making process each went
through; tell what went into
preparing to run and discuss the
time commitment required by
their respective offices and also

tho rewards and challenges of -

being an elected official,

Afterwards, panelists and
attendees will meet in small
groups for more in-depth discus-
siona, H
McShane, who served as
mayor two of her 10 years on the
council, has been in community
service for 28 years. '

The League of Women Voters
is dedicated to encouraging the
informed and nctive participa-
tion of citizens in their govern-
ment. The Women Officials’ Ny
work supparts female elected
officials through networking and
educational opportunities and
encourages other women to run
for office. .

For additional information
about the program, call the LWV
at (248) 647-1350.

had a delivery date with my great-grand-

operating an insurance agency that has become a fixture in down-
town Farmington,

negotiate a land purchase and
development agreement for the

development of Eleven Pines.
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a gift from"
Jacobson's
means more

Jacobson's

, T Bimingham © (248) 644-6900 Livonla « (734) §91-7696 Rochester « (248) 651-6000
SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Gift Certificates Complimentary Silver Gift Box Jacobson's Charge

Get tha season’s freshest kook with this bead-trimmed
strateh top from Eyeshadow, Boatneck is encircled
with tiny beads, and bead-iringe trims the 3/4-length
sloeves. AcrylicA ycra® spandex. Mada in the USA.
- Black. Sizes S, M, L. $28.

Everything s rosy with these
beaded denim jeans, From
XOXO Jeans. Deep pink roses
decorate one leg. Boot-cut.
Cotton. Made in the USA.
Sizes 1-11. $88.
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