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WL school board
expected to adopt
new student policy

BY JILL HOCKMAN
STAY? WRITKR

Jhockman@os homaconun.net

Toachers in Walled Lake
8chools will likely soon have the
legal right to toss misbehaving
students out of clasa for tha day.

'The Walled Lake board of edu-
cation is expected to pass a poli-
cy allowing teachers to suspend
a student from class for breaking
the law or violating other con-
duct codes,

But Assistant Superintendent
Michael Beauchamp said the
atate-mandated policy ian't that
different from the district's cur-
rent procedure for ha dling mis-
behaving students.

Currently, a teacher can
removo a student from class, but
the final decision to suspend a
student falls on school adminia-
tratora. That policy will not be
changed, ho said.

“I have not felt o need from

'8 an a8
that we do not have things in
line,” Beauchamp said. “This is
one more tool in the toolbox that
teachers can use to moke sure
their classrooms are safe and
orderly.”

The board’s move, which could
happen as early as its Nov, 18
meeting, is a reaction to the
state legislature’s *Safe Schools”
lawa, That legislation requires
all districts to give teachers the
power to oust atudents from
school.

State lawmoakers passed the
legialation in July after the issue
of school eafety was raised by
the Columbine High School
shooting and other incidenta,

Other achool boards in West
Bloomfield and Birmingham
have already enacted the policy,
which must be in place by the
end of 1899,

“The intent waa to empower
teachers,” said Todd Harcek, log-
islative aide to State Rep. Marc
Shulmean (R-West Bloomiield).
“It allows an on-the-spot deci-
sion.”

But West Bloomfield Schools
spokesmnn Steve Waske said
the mnndnte requirul nnnlher

cy for d
with udcquntu systems for han.
dling problems, Most districts
left their remaining disciplinary
policies in place and simply
added the nev: etate require-
ment.

“We think it's a lousy law,”
‘Wasko anid, The legislation also
requires teachers who suspend a
student to sot up a conferenca
with parents. That task is usual-
ly handled by an administrator.

“I'm not suro that's a burden
{teachers) would necessarily
want,” Wasko said.

Wasko also quustiunod the
state logislature's timing of
enacting the law in mid-sum-
mer, “This was at the very warst
point in time in terms of commu.
nicating with parenta,” he said.
School handhooks were being
printed and many district offi-
cials were on summer vacation,

The “Safe Schools” legislation
also requires districts to adopt
other policies. Those must also
be in place by the end of the
year, although many area
schools already follow the guide-
lines,

One now law calls for any stu-
dent in grnde u&x or hlgber to be

d for

ing a s:hnnl omployes, The
expulsion can be reviewed after
180 daya.

Students who make a bomb
throat, verbally nssault a school
employeo or physically assault
another atudent can be suspend-
ed for up to 180 days.

Another new law requires
school officials to report any jnci-
denta of violence or assault to
law enforcement ngenciea.
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Blue Care Netwark of Michigan
announces open enroliment for
its non-group product.

Open enrollment dnlol are
November 13, 1899 to
Docember 14, 1899 for 8
January 1,2000 effective date,

YOUTH BASKETRALL

Register now for Farmington
Hills Recreation’s Co-Ed Youth
Basketball program that begina
with two weeks of practice start-
ing Jan. 3 before a 10-game sea-
son (Saturdays) starting Jan. 16,
Divisions are made up of
fourth/fifth grade, sixth grade,
and seventh/eighth grade. The
doadline to register iz Friday,
Dec. 3. The cost in $88 per par-
ticipant,

NUTCRACKER .
Come and enjoy the porfor-
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Your source for all ATST services.
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mance of the Nutcracker at 8
p.m, Friday, Dec, 3 at Farming-
ton High School. The production
will be put on by Eric Johnston's
Detroit Ballet. Tickets are $5 for
seniora and children 12 and
under and $8 for adults. Tickets
will be available at the door.
ICK SKATING HOURS

Following are public skating
hours through June 11, 2000, at
the Farmington Hills Ice Arenn
an Eight Mile Road:

Monday-Friday noon skate,
11:30 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.; Tuesday,

PHONES BY NIOKIA
Coeactya Pons

1 800-IMAGINE

www.att.com/wireless

Friday, 7-8:60 p.m.; Saturday,
11:30 a.m. to 1:20 p.m.; Bunday,
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dents and $5 for

ter now and dig out your old and
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sell it. This annual event offers

The Parent-Tot Skato i3 8-10:50
a.m. Monday and Wednesday,
while the Adult Bkats is 9-10:50
a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
SPORTS SALE

The Sports Equipment Sell or
Bhop Day is scheduled from 8:30
a.m, to 12:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 4, at the William Costick
Activitios Conter on 11 Mile
Road in Farmington Hills. Rogis-
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the opp ity to buy or sell
used skates, downhill and cross-
country skis, ski clothing, aleds,
toboggans, in-line skates and
other sports equipmant, Conces-
wions will be available for pur-
chase. Persons wanting to sell
items at the event must registar
by Wednesday, Dec. 1. For infor-
mation, call Parmington Hills
Recreation Division at (248) 473-
9670,

partners for an evening of play-
ing Euchre. You will p!ny a
bin format to d
the evening’s winner. Pre-regis-
tration is required and refresh-*
ments are provided. The event -
will be held from 7-1¢ p.m. Nov.
19 and Dec. 10 at the Herluze
Park Visitor Center in Farming.’
ton Hills. The cost is $6 per pcr-
son. Call the Farmington Hllll
Recreation Division at 473-8670, '

7¢ for one month
7¢ activation fee

A Special Limited Tirne Offer
Plus A $30 Nokia Rebate.

When was the last time you got anything for under a dime?

Now, when you sign up for most plans from AT&T Wireless
Services, it's only seven cents for your first monthly service

charge and seven cents for activation. Plus, sign up now and

purchase a Nokia 5160, and you'll get a $30 mall-in rebate,

Makes an apple kinda look pricey, huh?
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