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Supporters say charter schools improve all education;;

gl’Y A’x"i ABBAMCZYK
kabramesyk@oe homocomm.net

Lansing Mayor David Hollis-
ter saw where familine were
relocating in the Lansing area.

‘They were moving to Lanaing’a
surrounding communities of
DaWitt, Grand Ledge, Holt and
Okemos, which led him to
describe Lansing as o “dough-
nut,” according to James Goen-
ner.

*“The mayor talked about that
(growth) and that keeping the
young families in Lansing would
keep the doughnut from getting
bigger,” Goenner said. “He said,
*We have to improve schools.’ *

Of course, as the director of
the charter schools office at Cen-
tral Michigon University and a
charter schocl advocate, Goenner
agrees. Improving the schools
will improve many of Michigan's
cities, Goenner said. “As Com-
puware comes to Detroit, where
will they send their kids?" Goen-
ner asks,

Goenner also uses that argu-
ment to push for the elimination
of the 160-school cap on the
number of i horized

H ‘Getting physical facliities Is one of our tough-

James Goenner, director

at Central Michigan Universi

est problems.” -
—Charter schools g
Academies believe adding char-

ter schools to the educational
marketplace, thus creating com-

Detroit — was not viewed as a
fallure but what Guenner called
a “victory” to show how the ulni-

?gnb\lé '

Fetarrs

petitiou, will force existing pub- versities hold the d
lic achools to improve. . uccountnb{e\;“ghey d\;dere not
good to worl , we did not get
Chartering a school diaclosure and cooperation,”
CMU maintai with G said. “We said, ‘These
charter achoole as do several gchools will be accountabls, we
other Michigan universities, overses -

CMU required the schoole to

Class size is regulated, so if a

incorporate a national test and achool wante to above
Michi Bd sl A their 9 t, they
ment Program tests for reference must amend their current agree-
points and outline mission goals, ment, Goenner said.

Goenner said, Parent involve-
ment is spelled out a3 a nonaca-
demic goal, Goenner said. !
“We Issue contracts for three
to five years,"” Goenner said.
Four CMU-authorized
academies have closéd. One had
too small an 1L to oper-

d to as public schoal© op
or chartar schools. - -

L el

different. -§
“They want the schools to

e,
Hall said the schools do
pull from the “elite.”
Students learn reading,
ing and arithmetic, along with
respect, responsibility and chapy”
acter education, highligh 7o
values, honesty, truth am %
Goenner _ seidif)
also focua on the fink

integrity,
Academies

because they tend to
areas that “need’

though that isn't always th

case, Goenner said. i

, and a
there and filled up. It doesn’

Parental requi t
Wilhelmina Hall, a former
educator in the Detroft school
aystem for 32 years and & char-
tar schools advocate, aeid char-
ter schoal teachers also are held

ate; another for pregnant teens
fc d into a private

Y
chnrter schools. State legislators
may discusa the poasibility of
removing the cap during ses-
ajons this week.

Goonner believes the cap
should be lifted because schools
have waitings list up to 1,000
students long and the possible
partnerships between charter
and public schools in areas like
food mervice, and eventually in
education, may save tax dollars,

Goenner and the Michigan
Associntion of Public School

Plans
approved
for road
repairs

A committee of representa-
tives of Wayne County’s 43 com-
munities and county engineers
approved a transportation
improvement plan Nov. § calling
for repairs in 2001 to Beech
Daly in Redford, Merriman
Road and Six Mile Road in Livo-
nia and Wayne Road in Weat-
land.

The plan must go to the
Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments, the regional plan.
ning organization that dis-
tributes the federal funds, for its
approval. Federal funds will
pay for 80 percent of each pro-

¥

Each yenr engineers rate the
condition of each of the county’s
700 miles of paved primary
roads and develop a prioritized
list of roada for improvementa,

Projects are selected on a
“worst firat® basis until the
county’s annual share of federal
funds — about $13 million ~ is
obligated. Once projects are
npproved for funding, the county
begins design and engineering
wor] R

The liat includes the following
roads and the estimated federal
funds available in western
Wayne County:
W Beech Daly, Six Mile to
Grand River, in Redferd,
$870,000 available

@ Merriman Road, Seven Mile
to Eight Mile Road, Livonia,
$1.7 million

® Six Mile Road, Farmington
to Merriman, Livonia, $700,000

Also stated for 2001 is the
reconstruction of Seven Mile
Road between Merriman and
Middlebelt using state trans-

funds,

This year Wayne County
enjoyed its largest road con-
struction aeason, making
ropairs to 72 miles of roads,
nearly twice the county’s aver-
age annusl rate,

That means nearly 50 percent
of the 1568 miles of road county
engincers rated in poor condi-
tion at the beginning of the year
have been fixed.

The additional work was poa-
sible due to a $60 million road
improvement bond program ini-

was

partnership, For the third closed
academy, CMU was not “com-
fortable” in allowing a Catholic
school on the firat and second
floors, and the charter school on
the second and third floors. .

It also characterized the diffi-
culties in starting a charter
school, Goenner said,

*Getting physical facilities ia
one of our toughest problems,”
Goenner said. ’

‘The closing of the fourth schoul
- the Sierra Leone Academy in

know is
checking on me to find out if I
am doing thia,” Hall eaid.

Hall said parents must sign a
contract, which includes a speci-
fied aumber of hours that par-
enta must spend on academics
with their child or children. Par-
ants also must attend a parent-
teacher conference, and the
scademy must provide them

training, .

“When you give (parents) a
choice, it gives them a different
aura,” Hall snid, “It doesn't mat-
ter with the poverty level.
Because this is a choice, I have

made this choice and I have cho-
sen this school.”

Parents like a *nurturing envi-
ronment,” Goenner said,

“We can predict a child's test
scores based on income,” Goen-
ner said. “That's a sad commen-

tary.

*I think the majority of par-
eats love their children and want
what's best for them. A majority
of studente are from minority
houscholds, a majority do care
but they couldn’t move to subur-
ban districts.

Safer schools wanted

Goenner was asked about
charter schools and their ethnic
focus and whether that con-
tributed to segregation.

Goenner said Hispanics in the
Saginaw area wanted a charter
schoal, 580 one was started. Many
students continued to struggle
with academica at that achool
and had problems with drug
abuse, MEAP scores did not
improve, but the school eventu-
ally graduated its first student
and the Hispanic community
belped her obtain a college schol-
arship. She continuer to study at
that college, Goenner said.

Many Detroit d are

mean a school dises*
trict is bad, it's just that & car}st
of parents want something dl{ s

public schools earning more
double that, Goenner admits.
ill be “hard to be competitive.”":|
“They are looking at merit pay,i{ %
and they are struggling with[i+
that,” Goenner said. But charterf<t
school instructors praise the pro-17:
fessional dovel offered at

African American with 95 per-
cent or more of the population
African American. Hall added:
*They have the same needs, lhe)d'
fencies an

the achools, along with. th
appreciation and support of par-
said.

have the same defi
they have the same desires.
They are looking for something

It’s the lease

we could do this r
holiday season.

This holiday season, Make Your Money Count
with great offers on these Chevml¢t° cars.

36-Month Lease
499 Due at Lease Signing
No security deposit required,

{Tas, tule, licenee and crginration are exre)

as low as

$269/Month*
36-Month Lease

1,819 Due at Lease Signing
Includes secucity deposit

(Fax, sk, icenae aod repwrstion are extre.)

36-Month Lease
$1,509 Duc ar Lease Signing
Includes security deposit
(Tan, ek, Lcemar and

are gurra}

GM* Employecs and eligible family members, see your local Chevrolet Dealer for special offers.

Counf - Lease offers avaliable tomdMl,MN,WIMMWHILINJ&KY.W.PENY.ND.OH.msﬂmwmm&mrﬂmym%
tiated in 1997 by County Execu 0. ok avatab wit GNUAC nanos o lseofrs. 1Each leses ezl besed on sree. Enchdoslr et Re own prica. Your peyments may vy Ca
For updates on current Wayno based m?&w iy payments A 3
County road projects, viait the W&m‘d“&. . Maibuy
county's roads web site at Iovmmhpda.“m “*m‘ payments.
mreumsosss-now.  Payr ‘may be higher In some statss. Not available with customer cash offers. ©1999 GM Corp. Buckie up, Americal & 1

.4
K

3
"k
v
M




