The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1989

(MA17

W le

POINTS OF VIEW

Once powerful state lags in new economy

ne of the beat things John sion, Michigan's auto-led economy
Engler has done as governor  flourished, leading the nation in
in to have attracted Doug automation, production and techno-
hwell to Michigan from Det Our stalled
in 1993, in the ’705 and '80s, when tho auto
Initially director of the Michigan industry was being pummaeled by for.

Jobs Commission, an egency that con-
polidated the various job training pro-
grama into one coherent adminiatra.
tve unit, the slim and intsnsa Roth-
)wull has won praise for hia intelli-
genu, foresight and willingneas to
take risks by doing new things.

; He moved over to run the Michigan
Economic Development Corp., a pub-
Iic corporation set up outside the sti-
fling state bureaucratic structure to
,.rverue the ltdaus’u job end business

eign competition and unemployment
akyrocketed, But good timea in the
'90s led to a surging auto industry
and a rapidly growing service sector,
The MEDC report pointa our. that
Michigan began to *bench
againat otlwr industrial states such
as Ohio, Indiana and Wisconsin in the
‘early '80s. In many ways, Michigan
has improved ita ranking against
these competitoxs in recent years.
Current success in automobiles,

KHO got a hefty raise by -avingoub
aide civil service pay restrictions, but
-thut’s OK. You get what you pay for,

| |end Rothwell's the real deal,)

+ The MEDC has just issued a report
jon Michigan’s economy, “Strategic
Directions for Michigan's Future.” It
.makes fascinating reading. In the
‘decades following the Great Depres-

opefully, my revenge will be
sweet...and succulent.
I'm talking about one nasty,
fowl-mouthed, beady-eyed overwelght

| , has led to now goals. The
MEDC upart suggests Michigan
should now concentrate on growth
aver the next decade in areas where
the state has a comparative advan-
tage ogainst other atates: advanced

fornia, Washington, Virginia and
Massachusetts, When ranked againat
our new competitors, Michigan does-
n't look so good.

For example, while Michigan's

capital, arguably the main growth
engine for new, high tech companies.
Among new competitors, Mi

ranks dead last in the dollars avail-
able for venture capital financing.
The dollar gap is conaiderable: Michi-
gan, with $2.4 million available for
venture financing in the first qunrur
of 1999, is far, far behind Virginia,
with nearly $60 million available to
entrepreneurs.

Moreover, Michigan has a poor
image among business leaders. A
focus group quoted in the MEDC
report concludes that “a number of
people didn't think of anything specif-
fc when asked for their thoughtson -
Michigan - nothing comes to mind or
they simply said — Detroit ~ and noth-

gies and life sciences,
And the repart proposes a new set
of “b * states, including Cali-

Worse is our standing in venture

Dld hen who p d me
‘at Roperti'a 'l‘urkey Farm in Livonia
lho other day.

g OK,s01 anwnd the turkey quar-

- Yers uninvited (by the turk but
hporterl go to a lot of places uninvit-
ed 1 didn't mean to ruffle any feath-
'ers. T had a job to do. My editor want-
9d a Thanksgiving story.
. I'm convinced that savage bird
pegged me for a good pecking as soon
a8 I closed the gate behind me, She
‘emerged from a sea of white foathers
and headed my way, head bobbing
‘and knee-level gaze naver wavering.

! She's just assertive, I thought at

first, How cute.

“Oh, look at 1 looked down my
that funny, little dreas. Twelve shiny
black spot on her brown buttons, from
bnck," I said w neck to mid-calve. Holy
onr photographer, white ment. [ was
who was sur- turkey feed. I took sev-
rounded by n eral ateps backwarda,
group of turkey Black Dat followed.

fes. Black Peck, peck, peck.
Bpot stood trana. I wasn't going to give
fixed in front of up my buttons without a
me. - fight, THWACK! I

“Isn't she broadsided the bird
cute...ooohhh, with my notebook,
birdie, knocking her a cou-

birdie...don't get so close...nice turkey.
g0 away...no, don't...no)”
Peck,
- “Its your butmn.l, said Christine
Ropert, fostor mother to Black Dot
and hor 4,600 siblings.

plo of feat across the yard, She
regained her drumatlclm in no time.
Peck, peck,
'E‘HWACK! THWACK' THWACK!
This time, Black Dot budged less than
a foot. I was going to lose the great
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work force productivity ranks third ing else.” Many business leaders
when compared with our old i+ think Michi; is simply domi d
tors, it comes in dead last against the by the auto induatry, with little room
. new set, While Michigan is technolog-  for any other kind of business.
“ically advanced compared to its old 8uch perceptions, even though
8, our state is last among faulty, lead to decisions that hurt

our.new § inp of A group of & leaders
households with Internet nccees. in New York, when asked which

states they would consider for expan-

Tasty revenge: She who gobbles last ... gobbles best

Button Battle, I ran to the other side
of the yard, parting those Broad-
Breasted White Wilfords like Moses
parting the Red Sea.

Ah, safe.

Pock, peck, peck.

I’know. By now you're expecting
me to roll out the credits to Alfred
Hiteheock’s “The Birds.” (Was that
Tippi Hedren or Tipper Gore?) But
this scenario was “The Birds" on
steroids. This was “The Turkeys."

By the time Christine camo to my
rescue, [ had decided my editor would

have a bird-less Thanksgiving edition.
. No story was worth being stripped of

my buttons.
However, once safely outside the
turkey yard, I changed my mind.
“T'd like to see your slaughter .
house,” I told Christipe.
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wion or relocation, ranked North Car~*
olinn, South Carolina and California
at the top, with Texas and Ohio in the
middle. Michigan rankaed last!

8o part of what MEDC wanta to do
is a9 simple as educatidg business
leaders around the country about
Michigan's real strengths, There is e
real story to be told here,
kids scored an average of 1,100 in the
SAT exam in 1997, above any of our:
new competitors. And Michigan's co‘-
leges and univeraities are as good as
they get; the University of Michigaw,
for exampla, is No, llnthamuntryln
sponsored research.

(This is the first of a series of
columns examining the MEDC report
on Michigan's economic future.)

Phil Power is chairman of Home-
Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments,
elther by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net

“You would?”

“Yup.”

“Why?" }

Bhe needed to ask? I looked over
my shoulder and gave Black Dot and
all the other $2.39-a-pound gobblers
the cranberries.

*Christine, I'd like to order one of
your birds this year," I said, following
her into tho turkeys’ death chamber.
“Do you take special requests?”

Heh, heh, heh..., revenge indeed is
sweet. Remember, Thanksgiving is at
my house this year, Four o'clock,
Black Dot and all the trimmings.

Rence Skoglund is an Observer
staff writer. See her story on the
turkey farm on page A9,
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