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‘Joo' O'Relly, logislative aids to
Bcn, Christopher Dingoll. (D-
Trintcn); Four! wnrkou died,
howaver,, [ at the

rlu.hlu: high' uhoul where
‘tha wall was.part of an audito-
und}at gonstruction at

g plllmu in which they woﬂs»
located — which

the' o state superintendent of publia
. jab of inspecting school build-
. But state

‘Sticky issue’

IH

Cities want more say on school building prq]ects

BYMCBAIDPIARL

Should municipalities have
tho authority to approve site
plans for l:hool district con-
atruction
Both ¢

Far

%a Fnrmingtnn and
Hills city

=i atill an iswio,
;. in schoal construction'- as well,
as problems. with so-called.
wuecthonrt contrneu and out
and-out bribery.
*The one perdon eonnldarad to
be.above reproach was.the

education,” O'Reilly snid; so the’

ings was f.urnad over to him,
also

“Henate Re bliunl are

endangering the'lives.
children: Acnqu ‘Michigan b

agu reofusing to inclu
schools in the ltlu cunntme-

increasing
" with outsids offices to conduct’

* Bafety under the pum fire mar-

did not havo exportise in con-
struction standards, so they
ly mlleﬁ on contracts’

the actual an-site yeviews,
In"1878, tha entire job was
turned aver to thq Office of Fire

shal.

*The number ono safoly issue
fnl' schools ia fire safoty, don't
get me wrong,” O'Reilly aaid,
*and the Office of Fire Safety

like_the one.in Woodhnun,

Hl{eémnonu ¢al
‘wenators’ ‘rejicted @ royisiun
the' state coqntruution code, '
Benate Bill 463, which was -
originally sponsored by Sen.
YLeon Stilie (R-Bpring Lake) and
ce-aponnored by Scna, Thad.
dous McCotter (R-Livonia) and
Dianne Byrum (D-Onoda| u).
Tho atate code is enfo
building officials’ in lneal
municipalities. The bill had.
been amended ‘in the Hovsa
eliminate exemptions to the'

o, 8! Jocal inspec~

According to O'Reilly. the.

reason:for the fejection was
that Bau::u mpmm ‘woul

gﬁhr another bill sponsorsd
Mike Rogors. (R‘Bwlllb)’
to Bill-8053 would" mqnlra

tion code,. By does an ilent job.” But
the fon; ﬂf "‘h“ﬂ b“ﬂd' : uupnetorl there also are not
ll:gk ‘nm“:’ d to review structural
rundumkof tdncourc'hﬂ integrity, ho added.
dren in dlngcrom bulldings - Ngw huﬂd.in[s

 Ben. 'Jack ‘Faxon,

-~ buildings from Jocal munlcnpn]

inatead. "

“The differenca hetween u;
two- ‘billeis net just politics, .
Bylvin “ments that are expected to put

quaices, eh
Mll. on tho ot

oards to und
_:Rom‘r_'_b‘nf 55 aos. hus.

aring in com-
mittes, ahe said. 'Members -
med for additional research’ -

before votln‘, »0 sho ctod
Ahe bill would tmru‘:lo full
Heniite fnr & yoto until early
2000,
Accordlnl to O‘Ihilly. the
dnlv R?nn bill’ ll lha
Predp hap 12

should be conducted now for
those schools which have bnpn
built in the

past fow years.
- 8B 468, proposed by Bt‘l’ly.

" out any blazea thero. Some

. inslde new school buildings haa
. come when they were ullud

i education law, - thete for an emergen
2 the *cleanast :

est_for achool .

: already has resulted in the

New achool buildings have
. Jong been a source of.
ment betweon municipalities
and jocal districta, Schools havo
for years been outside the con-
trol of zoning authorities with-
in local governments, so while
city councila and township.
boards nre able to control the
placement of all other buildings
in thoir communitios, place-
ment of achools rests solely
with the school board

Up until 1992, zonlng rezulu.-
tions did apply to all nan-acheol
land and buildings in a district,
- O'Reilly explained, So munici-

palities could control placoment

of, for oxample, the district's

- bus garage. That ended in'1992
‘under a bill offered by then-
which
sxemptod all school land.and

. control,

*." If xoning officlals don't like
thooe rules, city fire chiefa have
“long had stronger arguments
with ths state law. Whilo it is |
state lnnpactorn who do the
‘reviewing, it is city fire depart.

chiefe have complained that the
rules mean their first look

€y

All thoss are sido isaues for
thu time betng, O'Reilly sald.

*The vast majority of school
. buildings typically exceed pub-
tic building codes, but ipapec-
tions are not required during
construction,” Rogors said.
*Tragically, this overaight

deaths of several workors who
‘were building an auditorium in
Flushing just over a year ago.
Requiring inapections of now
construction projects assurea
parents that their children will
ba safe, Inapections help assure
that human ervor won't result

in another tragic incident.”
jocted the amend-

Stille, was once app!

senators and won approvalin |

the House. B wfnun
amanded the bill to end the
; causing

;" wnd Thaddeus HcCuttlr (R-
; Livonla) voted no.

‘«d8B 463 ina 16-20 vote Tues-
: day, Nov, 2
Sena. Gcorxo 2. let (D-
Dearborn) and Gary, Peters (D-
Bloemﬂﬂld)voted yos.
.+ Sens. Loren Beanott (R-Can-
w, Bill Bullard (R-Highland),
it

Sen. John D. Chnny Jr -
" CHo) was abaent.”

give a relnundlnz “yes”: It's
“common senas,” saya Frank
Lauhoff, Farmington city man-

Formington Public
Schools Superintendent Robert
Maxfield says that, as it is,
“schools are held to very tough
standards® by current state laws
governing construction.

And, says Bill McCarthy, an
executive with the firm that’s

A7y PROTO KT BuL Ratmga

Be cooperative: Farmmgton L‘ll}y and school oﬁic:ala

managed the district’s

tion projecta for 10 years, “Site
plan approval is a sticky

McCarthy, vice president of
chuﬂhy & SmithIEV nnd a

says that's bocnuu 'You can
have X

said he thought the ﬁm,]ect to install t
e planning commission process.

have gone through ¢,

ties” sorved by ouo achool dis-
trict, for example, he says, en:
there will be “X number of differ-
ent interpretations of code.”

The issus of aita plan appraval
ia an offshoot of the debate now
in Lansing over bills aimed at
bringing the construction of
schools and related facilities
under the state construction
code, from which it is now
exempt (see related story).

Stato law establishes only the
standards for school construc-
tion.

Schools also are exempt from
all local ordinances on zoning,
building and fire codes and
inspectiona,

Proponents of maintaining the
exemptions belicve they protect

the educntion ayatem from the
of palitics.

While Farmlnxtan Hills City
Manager Steve Brock: favora
both inspection and nn—;xu p!nn-

t new
ath[euc field parkmg lot lights at Farmt on H h
issue”  School were an inconvenience. A ci 1al recently
lights should

he says, and “the schools nra
cxémpt from such oversight.
They can be (bullt) wherever.”
The cities have no input and
*“the issucs (involved) are never

ning, his t, 8
ton’s Lauhoff, says inspection “is
nnd should remain, as far as
we're concerned, a atate func-
tion,” unless the law is

“But we.don't sce need for
change,” he says.

However, Lauhofl says, “What
we do ace is the need for sito
plan approval locally becausa of

d to the city to deal with
until “:?lo_r the buildings are con-

What happens then, he uy-.
ia *citizens come to us and sa;
‘Why did you let this happen?'
And we have to say, 'State laws
don't give us™ eny input in the
matter,

“Lorul officials have to be

(qchooln') impact on the

nity.

*It's astonishing (that) you can
build a huge complex that places
huge demands on infrastruc-
ture” such as traffic patterns,
safoty issues and other concerns,

the public,”
Lnuhnn‘ nrgucn “It makes resi-
dents feel they don't have any
rep{ucnta!inn by the city on
eir
*“It makes no common sense
that we have this {current) ays-

tom,” ho aa;

Both huhnl!‘nnd Brock
there is “& cooperative -ﬂ'ort'
between the cities and the
F. Public Schools dis-
trict "in just about everything
I.be schools do,” a3 Lauboff puts
t § -

“But,” says Brock, *if push
came to shove, wo wouldn't have
my nuf.homy, as things mmd

'Siu planning would be be in the
district’s best interest in the
long run, too,”

adds.

Mazxfield, however, says tho
current debates hit at "the
whole notion of separation of
power.

“Schools are an island in tha
atate, and that ought to eontln-
ue,” he says.

Maxfield noted Michigan's ays-
tem of independent schoal d.il-
tricts “evolved 1 to Ho:

Rule, each with its own mpqn-
sibilities.* He donied that dfs-
tricts regist mi pl.l approval,

Districts simply fear “inconsis-
tent appucadnn of codea “fxdm
distrie dnh'b:t, he

ileglrdleu. 'we value our
cooperation” with the cities in
the diatrict, Maxfield says. °

McCarthy, whose comapany ks
been av b din-
trict projects since 1989 ~ includ-
ing this year's remodeling and
expansion of Farmington High
School and renovations at Haryi-
son and North - agrees with
Maxfield, -

“If it's a one-for-one deal -
where code interpretation’is
agreed upon - *I would know
how to addreses that,” says
McCarthy. .

But ol‘ten. he says, “what’s
good for one municipality” isn't -
for another,

Gift Cactificates

(How to dress like you've traveled the world, without leaving town.)

International & American
Designer Clearance

40%oﬁ*

a fabulous selection of styles from the names you love,

* Savings off original prices of salected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases. Clearance exchudes Rochester.

Jacobsons
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