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Hiatory documants tha turmoi) and
sirife, By the 1890s, afler more than
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Druge ( now CVB) on Long Lake
and T in Bloom-
field Hills, Shnnlm described
her entry into the world of
wming ns almost “serendipl- 28
tous.” To cope with empty-
nest syndrome, she read
dozens of romance novels
from her husband's drug-

) Shapiro during » 1994 o
introduce the element of hope into o
novel, she sdded, is both “realintic™
and "invigorating.”
Lately, I've had reason to remember
words, and the intelligent and
vibrant person who ket opposite me
In Beptember of 1994 st an Elias
Brothxrs Restaurant once located on

store shelves and conclud-
LTTHANN Huron and Telegraph Road. Josn ; *] can do betler than
Bhapiro, her husband, Norman, and | that.”
friends Larry and Edith Kowslsky were on their way Coinciding with her
toa hmamphh: safari in Kenya when their plane, | resolvs to write, on
ight 990, crashad into ths Atlantic Ocean | unsolicited flier arrived

in the mail, an invita- /1
tion to attend the Oak-
land Univernity Women's Wruer-

on &Mm, killing atl 217 people aboard,

Difficult to reconcile

It is difficult to reconcile Joan Bhnrlml upbeat
maenssage with her tragic and untimely death, But
the legacy of humanity and creativity she left behind
~ an & devotad daughter and aister, loving parent,
trus friand, and uwuni-wlnning author ~ sends hope
to a3l who knaw her.

astories, A fourt
with the puhll-htr

Conferenco, The help and encourngement she
recaived from the Detroit Chapter of Romance Writ-
ers of America provided the impetus to persevere
and eventually publish threa novels and two short

, full-length manuscript is currently

ifie 13 not nirvana, but neither ia it The wife of retired pharmacist Romance books, Shapiro explained, are
hopelesanecs,” said the Iate and former owner of Devon not what they used te be. The heroines are
Inomfield Hills author Joun mature, modern women with commitmenta
‘T

and careers, “not 17-year-old virgine wailing
to be rescued by the hero.” Determined to
carve a aiche for hersclf, she depicted charuc-
ters in their 40s and 60s who, after the turmail
of illneas, deuth, or divorce, experience a
reawakening to life and the joys of love

Love stories
A But theso novels aren't “geriatric romance:
the suthor cautioned. They're “sensual love sto-
ries that explore a full range of human emotions.”

In “Hello, Love” (Zebra Books, 1883), nominated

for the preatigious RITA Award for Best Firat Bouk,

widowed Barbara Davics puts her career ns bank
president on hald Canvinced lbe must rescuc her
orphaned d from a N cattle
ranch, she plans to bring Emily back to the gentility
and afuence of Grosse Pointe. But instead of find-
ing a lonely, buwildered 6-year-old, Barbara sces n
well-adjusted child in love with her paternal Grand-
pa Bam and the sun-drenched 1and she calls home.

Please see AUTHOR, C8

, T

; . . SR -



