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Plan a special New Year celebratwn near or far away

‘B’{ COBI"’(I ABATT

here wiil you be whon
the new millennium rolls
£ in? In somo faraway
Z-%placo of wondor and oxcitoment?
Z-4At a party to end all parties? At
="*your favorite watering holo?
Having a glasa of champagne
-with a fow choice friends? Sitting
wn your old couch watching the
mes Square celebration on the
b tube? In a basemont closet
aiting for doomaday surround-
¢d by canned food and juga of
water, just in case...?
“-" If you iike any of the first
« ‘three, but haven't finalized your
~ .plans, it's time to got cracking.
<= TThere is still space in some
' :choice vacation spots, according
to Linda Munson. dlrnctor of

t Royal
al Travel Inc of E(rminghnm
“Sure,” she said, “some people
bre concurned nbout Y2K prob-
ems and are staying in their
s=sswn backyard, but there’a plenty
=% space for those who want to
travel...people are going on
anfari in Africa, to Mexico and
Disnoy in Florida.”

She said some of the spnce is o
result of thoe aharp rise in prices
early on as Y2K camo into focus.

“Hotels raised their prices.
They'ro coming down now.
Cruise companies got carried

.away and ‘extonded their cruisea

to 21 doys. Now, they're offering
.. .10-day cruises.”

© She said a year ago, Renais-
* . ‘sance Cruises demanded a
*" /85,000 per person dupout
“That’a outrageous,” she said.
While much pf this has since
‘changed for the better, Munson

cautioned, ¥atel rooma are very
high in New York — for those
who want to see the ball drop,”

Rochelle Lioberman of Gate-
way Trave! ofiBouthfield and
Troy aaid, “Not too many are
worrled about Y2K, A lot of peo-
plo are looking for the ekotic —
thoy want te be by the Eiffol
Tower in Parls or Tahiti for the
millennium. For a while prices
wore very high. Now (as of mid-
October) thore was lots of space
available becnuse people wero
walting to see If prices will come
dawn, For those who like o warm
climate, there's a lot of big New
Year’a Evo parties on cruises,”

Chuck Suppnick, regional
manager for Your Man Toura of
Dearborn, said his company s
offering o patkage trip to Lea
Angu]oa and the Tournamont of
Roses’ in Pasadena on New
Year’s Day. .

“We'ro not oven offering
Hawali, We couldn’t got tho air-
linea to commit on fares.” As of
lnst month, thero was still room
on the L.A. trip.

Cradles of history

Yearn to colobrate this
momentous night in one of the
cradles of American history?
. Washington D.C, rolie out the
red, white and blue carpet with a
three-day, family-oriented cole-
bration on the National Mall,
The White House Millennl

Quiney Jonea and a world pre-
miere film by Steven Spiolberg
on a auper-size acreen. All this
will be eapped off by a midnight
firoworks display over Washing-
ton Monument, All of the events
are freo and open to the public.
Two of the five downtown
Washington D.C. hotels I con-
tacted still have rooms available
jor millennium weekend — Best
Western Cnpltol (800} 242.4831
and Wi Park Perrase,

Council and Smithsonian Insti-
tution are planning this event.
The President and Mrs, Clin-
ton will host the New Year's Eve
gala at the Lincoln Momorial
against a background of music
by marching bands, a concert by

. GREAT ESCAPES

owned by Doubletree Guaut
Suites, (800) 333-TREE. You can
find a complete listing of hotels
on the Wab nt www.Washing-
ton.org

Boston I8 mnkmg its tradition-
al First Night even livelier,

Many of the big hotels are hold-
ing black tic galns with a special
overnight  package. For the
biggest, and beat of these, the
bill could run well into four fig-
ures, Among the overnight/black
tie party deals are those at the
Boston Park Plaza ($800 per
couple, (617) 426-6000) and the
Hyatt Harborside ($809.68 per
couple, (800) 233-1234). For a
complete hotel listing on the
Web, go to www.Boaton.org Bot-
son hotelguide.net

For the budget-minded, feans
crowd, thore's Boston's Interna-
tional Youth Hostal, $20 for
members, $23 for others, call
(617) 636-8455 for information.

As for reataurants, from the

most elogant to the
street cornor cafes in Cambridge,
feative big night celebrations will
be going full blast. You'll need
reservations for elegant dining
at the city's fineat reataurants
such as Clio, Les Zygomatea and
Maison Robort, Walk-ina will
hove tho best shot for sents nt
smell ethnic eaterles around
Harvard and Central squares in
Cambridge,

In the mood for something lesa

hectic? How about a Y2K dinner,

cruiso? Boston offers three. Call
Boston Harbor Cruises, (617)
227-4321, Massachusotts Bay
Lines, (617) 542-B000 or Spirit of
Boston, (617} 748-1450 for pricea
and reservations.

Colonfal Williamaburg, cele-
brating ita 300th birthday in the
millennitm, will heve New
Year’s Eve firoworks and o First
Night celebration. For informa-
, tion, cali 2-4(800) HISTORY. The
* holiday ntmosphere and decora-
tions ot Williamshurg have fow
equals. Sunday champagne
brunch at holiday time in the lap
of history |s memorable.

Lofs Kozlow of Birmingham's
Lark Tours canceled 2 trip to
Egypt to watch the millennium
unfold over the cradle of civiliza-
tion beeanso of uncertain costa.

“The suppliors were holding us
up, tripling, quadrupling expens-
es. Thoy were pricing themaelves
out of the market. Now, they're
coming nround because they
have space.”

Kozlow opted instead to plan
what she calls “two spring trips.”
The first, to Tunisia and Malta,
will be next April. The second, to
South America — Brazil,

Uruguay, P ia and Chilo
—is Jlnud for October, springs
time in the Bouthern hemi:
aphere, For information, cal}
Lark Tours, (248) 644-3336, .

Michigan getaways :
< If you plan to celebrate, bug
would rathor not atray too far,
afiold, there will be lots to do in
Michizln. Grand Troverss
Rusort in Traverse City, is offers
ing a three-night and & soven:
night Now Yonr's Eve package;
foaturing a Governor's Hall Now
Year’s Eve party as well us activ-
ities for youngsters and adults,
For Information, call (800) 7481
0303.

Now Year’s evo parties for nll
ages are in the works at Shanty
Creek in Bellaire. For more
about these, call (800) 6784111, 1
- Kyou decido to stay home and
enjoy the holiday season with
friends, there are many ways to
make it special, For instance, see
the Wayne County Lightfeat,
four miles of lights along Ann
Arbor Trail in Westland or thd
special exhibit, “Your Place in
Time” at tho Henry Ford Muge-
um and Graenfield Village. lt
opens Dec. 16 and runs for d
year, illuatrating how technology
has changed our lives over the
past century. :

If your destinntion for uuher-
ing in the new millennium is a
favorite local haunt, make reser=
vations now. Julla Reyes, man-
ager at Peabody’s of Birming-
ham, said they already have
reservationa (eight or more only)
for their always festive New
Year's Eve with live music and
lots of space for dancing.

Gmxt anpea features various

travel news items, Send news

- leads, story ideas or your own
travel adventures to:
Keely Wygonik
‘Qbserver & Eccentric Newspapers
36351 Schoolcraft

- Livonia, 48150

or fax to: (734)591-7279

or e-mail to:
kwygonik@oc.homecomm.net

SKI HOTLINE
AAA Michigan and Travel Michi-
-gan offer a guide to aervices at
all of Michigan's ski aren and it
.is available free at all Auto Club
offices. Aleo, the ski phene line
. will start up in December; call
; (888) 78-GREAT (784-7328) for
daily aki conditions. The same
number will get a free copy of
AAA's Ski Michigan booklet
‘which contains a two-for-one
-eoupon for mid-weck skiing at
participating ski runs. In south-
*-- enst Michigan, Alpine Valloy

near Milford will use a water-
cooling tower to help make dryer
snow carlier in the scason, Thoy
have remodeled their lodge and
will be offering Sunday night lift
tickota at 40 porcent off for their
40th anniversary. At Pine Knob
in Clarkston they have increased
snowmaking capacity, langths
encd the race hill by 26 percent,
and upgraded the lodge and cafe-
terin,

CEDAR POINTERS

The Sandusky, Ohio, amusement
park received two honots. The
National Amusement Park Hia-
torical Association voted the
park’s Magnum XL-200 the
favorite steel roller coaster in the
world, Readers of Family fun
magazino rated the park the top
amusement park in the Midwost
for families.

FLY FIRST CLASS

“Ninety-flve percent of pcople
traveling first class get there by
asking, not by paying first-class

pricea,” says Joel Widzer, travel
expert and author. He reveals
how to fly first clnsa on a regular
basls, stay nt tho world’s beat
‘hotels at o fraction of the cost,
and drive a luxury car at sub-
compact prices in his new book,
“The Penny Pincher'a-Passport

- ito Luxury Travel” (Travelers'

Tales, $12.95), Widzor’s tech-
niques are based on the simple
premise of asking, Knowing who
to ask and what to say are key ta
becoming a firat-clasa traveler,

Scheduled Air - N[CE prlCe

Jfrom Detroit]

|Costa Rica.

. FREE METRO TRAVEL QUIDE

The Metropolitan Detroit Con-
ventfon and Visitors Bureau
publishes a free quarterly full
color magazine with maps and
ovents lstings for this area. The
guide includea entertainment
and sports dchedules as well as
restaurant guides. Call (800)
338-7648 or.go to their Web site
(visitdetroit. com) for a copy.

CHRISTMAS ON RAILS

The Bluewater Michigan Chap-
ter of the National Railway His-
torical Socinty will | sponsor

b trips to Frank

and Crossroads Village. Once at
the village, participanta will ride
on the Huckleberry Railroad,
Tours slso include & trip to Bron-
ner’s, dinner at the Bavarian Inn
(both In Frankenmuth) and a

trip to Crossroads and o train
shop tour, Buses leave from
Dearborn's Bicentennial Library
(Dec. 4), Royal Oak's Amtrak/
bus station (Dec. 11), and Livo-
nia's Ford Field (Dec. 18) at 11
n.m. and you can expect to be
back by 11 p.m. For tickets and
more informatlon, call Bluewater
at (248) 541-1000 or (800) 594-

- 5162

The “BIG 7”
Freeway Updates

~ Every 15 minutes

:IYOU CAN REST UNDER A
JRAINFOREST CANOPY AND A
"|SEASIDE CANOPY ON THE
SAME DAY.

> Pack your swimsuit and your hiking
-+ ] boots. You're off to lush, tropical Costa
Rica where Travel Charter Intemational
offers 7 and 14 day vacations at a wide
,- ] cholce of beautiful beachfront resort

+f hotels,

Our resort vacations center In the Paclfic
Northwest region, where long, deserted
beaches nuule lgxlnst forested moun-
talns, and b
countryside. Here all kinds of exciting
daytrips are offered. Raft a siver lined by
.. | howler monkeys, mot mots and egrets,

- J Hike among geysers, craters, monkeys and
e sloths. And more.

Or travel the extents of the countryside
§ and be swept away on a guided adventure

10 the rich biodiversity of the Costa Rican
<. § landscape with overnight stops at fascinat-

-] ing lodges...and a restful finish at a seaside

resort,

4 Does Costa Rica cost a lot? Not with
Travel Charter's resort vacations, These alr
and hotel packages range from moderate
to luxury and include round trip air from
Detrolt, transfers and baggage hlnd]ing.
hotel tax and service charges. We also
offer several all-inclusive vacations.
‘Travel Charter's nonstop Friday depar-
tures start Jan. 7. Chooso from beachfront
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Only on 760 am Qo i3

The “BIG 7” always in this order:
1-94
. 1-96
. 1-696
1-275
1-75
Southfield Freeway o
The Lodge -
(and any other problem areas)
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We're taking the gues! work out of traffic!
The[ “BiG 7” Freeway Updates -- 7 days a week, 24 hours a day -
| and every 15 minutes when you need it the most
during morning and afternoon dnvetime
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760am

The Official Volice of the “BNi 7" Traffic & Highway Coastrection Reports




