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Ha-doo

Sonny Eliot, 72, nabs
Ability is Ageless Award

“Ha-dov, Bonny Elict here,”

And 10 he is, aftor all these
years - the affable, wisecracking
legendary voice of Detroit broad-
casting who started in the busi-
ness back in 1946, some 63 years
ago, ofter flying bombing mis-
sions in World War 1], getting
shot down and captured by the
Germans.

Of courss, so long as ho is able,
he plans to keep on doing what
he loves - broadeasting ~ which
is largely why Operation ABLE
of Michigan recently presented
the Farmington Hills resident
with its 10th annual Ability is
Ageless Award.

Eliot, 72, was honored at a
luncheon Qct. 28 ot the Hyatt
Regency Dearborn, slong with
more than 125 outatanding
amployeos 60 years of age or
older.

“Along with Bonny Eliot, these
honorees provs that ‘Ability ia
Ageless' by their accomplish-
ments at work and in the com-
munity,” said Karen Kosniewski,
Michigan Operation ABLE preai-
dent.

‘The organization sponsors the
event each year to honor mid-
career ond older employees who
daily make a difference to their
companies through their experi-
enco, their work ethic and their
commitment to excellence.

“Sonny is truly resilient, wide.
ly recognized, and grently
respected for his many years of
service to the community,” Kos-
niewsit said.

In nominating Eliot for the
award, Pam Woodloy, WWJ
nows nanssignment manager,
wrote that “Sonny fs a positive
character at our station and
often a ray of sunshine in the
midat of some very depresaing
news.

*His lighthearted commentary
about the weather ia a welcome
relief not only to those who work
with him, but also to the WW.
listening audience. .

“He is a true professional at
what he does because he's
always propared and well-
informed. WWJ depends on him,
not only for his great attitude,
but also for the excellent exam-
ple he sets,”

Eliot, of course, took the award
in typical styla: “It's o tremen-
dous honor because I'm only 38
years old, you see.”

But seriously, folks — very seri-
ously ~ Eliot's in favor of the
award and all it signifies
“because age is just 8 number.”

H‘R's a tremendous
honor because I'm only
38 years old, you see.’
Sonny Eliot
—Legendary broadcaster

‘Ignore age’

“My feoling always has heen
that age should be ignored. If
he's a 36-year-old quarterback
and can thread the needlo with
those passes, he should be out
there playing,” Eliot says,

Which is why, he sayn, since
Charlie Batch, the Detroit Lions
quarterback, in hurt, he'’s ready
to step out on the Silverdome
turf for him.

Of course, Sonny's only kid-

ding.

“The key to all of it ia health ..,
hiealth and the ability” to do the
job,” aays the man who's made
weathercasta o treat for millions

of Datroitera - first as the area's

firat fupny TV weatherman

(Channel 4), now with WWJ
Newsradio 950,

He recalls working eimultane-
ously at both Chonnel 4 end
WWJ Radio, which were. then in
the same building (Channel 4,
Detroit’s firat tolevision™station,
started out as WWJ-TV in 47
before becoming WDIV-TV4),

“I would run up the stairs to
do radio, down the stairs to do
TV. I wore track shoes to work,

“If God meant us to Tun, he
would have given us radial toea.”

Why do weather? v

“Weathor is an important part
of our lives, The anly time when
it's bad is when it's severc.

*“And no matter how you fore-
cast it, it's always six hours
behind arthritis,”

Eliot's wide-ranging career in
his hometown - he's said in pre.
vious interviews he never want-
ed to leave Detroit — has includ-
ed news and sporta, quiz shows,
afternoon movies and ddcumen-
taries. .

He nlso worked in aummer
stock with such as actor and fel
low native Destroiter George C.
Scott, who died this year, and
has appeared on atages in
Ontario as well aa in England,
France and Germany.

He says talk was a canstant
while he was growing up - as
Marvin Eliot Schlossberg,
youngest of scven children and,
therefore, nicknamed “Sonny,”

‘Always jokinug’
His parents, Jacob and Jennfe,

“were alwaya joking, always
talking,” he recalls,

OBITUARIES

HOWARD 7. NELSON

Servicos for Howard F. Neil-
son, 82, of Farmington Hills,
were held Nov, 18 at First Unit.
od Methodist Church of Birming-

am,

Mr. Neilson was born Aug. 9,
1817 in Johannesburg, South
Africa and died Nov. 16,

He is survivod by wife, Ruth;
sons, Howard “Skipp”, David end
Jeffroy; five grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Chick Evans Caddio
Scholarship Fund.

Arrangements made by Haley
Funeral Directors in Southfield

Church Missions Ministry,
22770 Highway #69 N, King-
wood, TX 77339,

ELIZABETH A. OANLEY

Services for Elizabeth A. Oak-
ley, 80, of Farmington, were held
Nov, 16 ot Glen Eden Cemetery
in Livonia with the Chaplin
Andrea Teeple officiating.

Mrs. Oakley was born Dec. 10,
1908 in Marion, Mich, ond died
Nov. 14 in Farmington. She
worked as a department manag-
cr for Federal's Department
Store and was an active volun.
teer for the Jowish Fedaration of
Meutropolitan Detroit. Mrs. Oak-

GRAYDOM L. KARR

Sorvices for Graydon Lewis
Karr, 72, formerly of Farming-
ton, wers held Nov. 12 at Forest
Cove Baptist Church in King-
wood, Texas with the Rov. David
Lino officiating.

Mr, Karr was born Sopt. 24,
1927 in Detroit and dicd Nov. 10.
He was o United States Navy
vetoran and worked as an engi-
neer/salesman for componies
auch as Vickera, Superior Weld-
ing, American Motors, John
Deere, Caterpillar, Inland Steel
end Hydromation. He was active
in the Now Heart Men'a Bible
Study, CrossNet Criminal Jua-
tice Ministry, Network for Life
Aftercars, Community Bible
Study Program, Senior Citizens
Bible Study and 3H Service. Mr.
Karr was also an usher and visi-
tor reception greetor at Forost
Cove Baptist Church.

He is survived by wife, Vir-
ginin; daughter, Carolyn Drozdi.
ack; son, David Karr; stepdaugh-
ters, Carolyn Hinytzke and Ann
Rapp; and grandchildren, Kris-
ten, Amy and Michael.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Forest Cove Baptist

ley was d several timea
for her volunteor efforta.

She Ia survived by sons, Fred-
erick (Patricia), Raymond nnd
Owen (Helen); daughter,
Francea (Robert) Murphy; sister,
Ethol Cole-Davis; seven grand.

hild and five groat-grand
children.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Michigan Humane
Society, 37265 Marquette, Weat-
land 48186

ELIZABETH ERRAIR

8ervices for Elizabeth Errair,
79, of Farmington Hilla, were
held at Fort Custor National
Cemotery in Battle Creck.

Mrs. Errair was born July 10,
1920 in Detroit and died Nov. 17
at Hoapice Home in Farmington
Hills.

She is aurvived by husband,
Charlea; nons, Ronald wnd Ray-
mond Errair and Todd Lipa; and
threo grandchildren,

Memorial contributlons can be
made to the Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills Foundation for Chil.
dren, Youth & Families.

Arrangements made by
Heonoy-8undquist Funeral
Home in Farmington.

"Sonny Eliot of Farmington Hills

I taok no-wit training and was
never at my Wit's end b

Trying on: Gill Elementary students in teacher Liz Walsh's fourth grade class
showing their paper calaveras are (back row, from left) Jessica Matthews,
Chelsea Connors, Chris Schaefer and Tim Justice, and (]

Matt Pap

he was always there.”
Why fs he a performer? “We,
all of us in this business, it's

y o gni
tion you get is eppreciated and
accepted.” |

The only thing he feels he haa-
n't achieved, he says, is to have
earned “national acceptance.”

Oh, ond he hasn't checked into
whether he's related to Caroline
Konnedy 8chlossberg — and
won't, either.

Eliot and wife, Annette, have

n married 24 yoars.

QOperation ABLE, which also
recognized The Kroger Co, of
Michigan with its 1989 commu-
nity service award, is a nonprofit
employment and training agency
providing counseling, computer
instruction and job-search nssis-

tance.
In 1988, Operation ABLE
assisted more than 500 people.

Farmington Public Schools fourth and fiRth
graders recently learned about a Mexican holi
day with an unusual sounding name but a very
human purpose,

Known as Dia de Los Muertos in Spanish, or
“Day of The Dead” in English, it is the day each
year when Mexicans - including many in south.
wost Detroit ~ remember with warmth and
good food theiy departed loved ones, both family
and frienda,

Although it falls on Nov. 2 - juat after Hal-
loween ~ the two observancea have nothing in

. common, said Flora M. Chinchilla, Spanish

teacher at the Gill, Eagle and Longacre elemen-
tary schools who explained the holiday,

She said it's lly a two-day
Nov. 1 to remember the babics who died when
Mexico's infant mortality rate was very high
some years ago, and Nov. 2 for everyone else.

tti, Danny Stanaj, Jessica LaTour and Anthony Tomel,

Kids observe Mexican holiday

nt row, from left)

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

Chinchilla said also that families on Nov, 1 go
to the cemetery to clean away weeds from
s ites and di em wi rigolds,
the flower for the cbservance.

At home, families set up a special altar which
holds food — tamales, mole and pan de muertos,
or “brend of the dead” - and special drinks,
flowers, candles and mementoe such as wedding
rings and photogrophs of the departed.

A special feature of Din de Los Muertos are
the skul] masks, or calaveras, made by and for
both children and adults. The adults make
theirs from paper, while the children make
theirs from either chocolate or sugar with icing
for decorations.
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Complimentary Siiver Gift Box

holiday!

Three for $90
or $35 each

Jacobson's exclusive,
collectible Santas make
great gifts. Choose
Goffing or Fishing
Santa for the sports
fover on your list.
16°H. Also available:
Millennium Santa and
Bagpipes Santa.

In Trim A Home.

a gift from
Jacobson's
means more

Jacobson's Charge




