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Hey kids! Santa here. T surs ' §
would like to hear from you .
Bl beforeItake off from the North §
R Fole to make my deliveries for |
Christmas. If you are between B
the ages of 6 and 10, please .
W send me a letter. You can do
| that by writing to my friend,
Joanne Maliszewskl, editor of
the Farmington Observer;
33411 Grand River,
Farptington, 48336, She will
B} make aure I get your letters.

But she can accept them only
M until 5 p.m. Monday, Dec, 20,
because of my schedule with
[ the sleigh and the reindeer.
Your letter should be no more
§ .(han 26 words. We welcome
B “your photo, too, but please put
your ndme on the of it,
R Until I hear from you, here's
H wishing you Happy Holidays
and a very,;Happy New Year!
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Big gala
planned
for Civic

B Get ready for the grand
reopening of the Civic The-
atre planned for Jan. 7-9.
Tickets for the gala are on
sale beginning today.

BY Td SaaTs
BTAY? WRITKR
tamith@oc,homecomm.not

Thoy’re going to party like it's 1940
all over again at the Clvic Theatro.
p D Details were firmed
up this week for the
much-anticipated Civic
Thentre Grand Re-
Opening Gala Wook-
end. A $50-per-ticket
gala on Saturday, Jan.
8, 2000, probably will bo the colebra-
tion's plnnacle. But, efforta were made

3o that those not attending the func-
tion would have a chance to be part of
the unveiling.
According to Farmington Mayor Bill
Hartsock, thore will be opportunities
{lablo for anyb !

n L]
ty to holp with tho festivitics, which
are scheduled Fridey-Sunday, Jan. 7-8,

2000,

*We're doing this for the citizens,”
said Hartsock. “That whole weekend is
designed to showcase tho theater, The
idea is to roll (ticket admissions) back
to 1940 pricea and encouraging all to

«come soe tho new thoater,
“It'a their theater, literally, We want

oxcitoment.” 2

The city of Farmington purchased
the Civic this year from Greg Hohler,
whose family had owned the Grand
River landmark since jts opening in
1940,

[ense soo CIVIC,

REOPENING |

to show it off. Already there is a lot of

Qet ready: The Civic will have a grand reopening on Jan. 8,

STAY? PitoT0 BY Bl Brestaa

Police chief cautions on use of
unsecure ATM bank machines

BY RICHARD PRARL
BTAFY WRITER

net

First phase
of remake
nearly done

According to
Farmington
City Manager
Frank Lauthioff,
tho first phase,
of renovations
to the Civic
Thoatre. is
“really nearing
the end,”.
enough  to
ensure : the
facility will be
fully ready for
the Jan. 8, |
2000, official
grand re-open-,
ing,

Carpeting was being installed,
and work on the revamped and
relocated. ticket countsr also was
expocted to be finished this week,
Lauhoff said, Neon lobby lighta
also were to have besn put in and
the extended now lower auditori-
um stage completed.

A new marquee also is up.

COMING

ATTHRACTIONS

A rash of thefts'from some outside
automated teller machines at a chain
of motro Dotroit gas stations - includ-
ing one early Saturday in Furmington
Hi'te — haa drawn a warning for the

ublic from Hills Police Chiuf William

wyer,

*“I would recommend no ono use these
types of machines thot ara unguarded,
unsecure and which have no video cam-
ora,” Dwyer sald Monday In tho woke
of the ATM break-in at the Clark gas
station at 10 Mile and Orchard Lake
Roads, in which $63,600 was taken.

The station wau closed at the time,

Ithough tho waa nvailable for
use, the chief sald,

*Wo're very fortunate someone had-
n't wanted to uso that machine” then,
“They could have become o victim
thomselvos.”

Homeowners
eye petition

‘against plans

BY TIM SMITH
By,

AT
. tamith@oe.homecomm.net

it's only been about a weck or so
since the dust sottled following demoli.
tion of & vacant housc on Lakeway
Btreot in Farmington — tho next step
toward o possibla expansion of Subur-
ban Family Catholic Credit Unlon,

But aa far as Lakeway resid

B The theft s both a local
and a federal offense,
atcording to banking laws.
The Federal Buresu of inves-
on Is coordinating
offorts with Hills police.

He said the machinoe is in an unpro-
tocted area “that's not well lit* and so
*“you're juat waiting to be a victim,”

“it's 80 different than in a bank facili-
ty, whero they videotape all transac-
tions.”

Dwyer urged late-night ATM usors
in tho area to como to the Hilla police
atation at 11 Mile and Orchard Lake —
one mile north — where there ls an
ATM in tho lobby that dooa not churge
n service fee, .

Dwyer said Monday his departmont
has no leads and aaked snyone with
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future of the piece of property that the
hquse once stood on.

Rosidents want to atart a pstition
drive to keep the parcel zoned residen-
tial. The credit union is on the north-
east corner of Graad River and Lake.
way.

“1 moved here 25 years ago when
(Lakeway) was a dirt road," aaid Sue
Waoods, who lives next to the now-
empty parcel, “To sce it go commercial,
I'm just sick about it.”

About o petition drive, Woods said

ense so0 4

PEpS i ing the break-

ono of at least seven at Clark atationa
in tho area since Dec, 2 — cantact his
department at (248) 474-6181.

*Wa noed the asslstance of the public
- (from) anyone who has any knowl-
edge or had seen anything” around the
time of tha Hills break-in, Dwyer said.

The theft is both a local and a federal
offenise, according to banking laws. The
Fedoral Burenu of Inveatigation is
coordinating efforta with Hills police,
the chiof snid,

Assistant Chief Chuck Nebua said

* sinco Dec. 2 there have been at least
nine motro incidenta at Clark ATMa,
cither attompts or actunl break-ins.
Involved were ions in Southfield
Cotnmercs Township, Lake Orion and
Auburn Hills in Oakland County and
New Baltimore in Macomb County, ho

sald.
The Auburn Hills and Farmington
“Flonse sec ATH, AB

hurdle
cleared

By TiM SxrTH
B8TAY? WRITER
tsmith@os.homscomm.not

Tho construction of 8 new 47th Dis-
trict Court facility is one hurdle closer
to becoming reality following Farming-
ton City Council's go-ahead Monday to

W 47TH DISTRICT
COURT

move the project into the design phase.

Likely following suit next Monday,
Dee, 18, will be the Farmington Hills
City Council. Hills council members
will decide whether to also approve rec-
ommendations from tho court’s facility
planning committee.

If they do, design work could begin
noxt month on a two-story facility
within the Hilla government and
polico-fire complex on the southwest
corner of Orchard Lake and 11 Mile
roads. The 36,000-t0-43,000-8quare-
foot facility would boe linked to tha Hills
polico department, where 86 percont of
47th District Court casea originate,
said David Walsh, administrator.

“That's n big key,” Walsh said, about
the planned location. “It would be right
next to the police department and in o
government sotting. The courthouse
now is isolated in a residential area. ...
1t will be casier to coordinnte service.”

Estimated architectural fees for
thoae drawings are $475,000-$500,000;
the projected total cost to build a new
courthouse ie $8-3$10 million, Both
citles will share the costs, but much
biggor Farmington Hills will foot the
majority of the bill.

Although 47th District Judge Fred
Harrls loft the Farmington counci)
macting “clated” with the unanimous

decision to bnck r dationa from
the court’s facility planning committee,
he didn't want to speculate whethor or
not a new courthouse would also mean
o third judge might bo authorized by

Plensc soo COURT, AB

HTAYY PHOTO BY BILL RAZSLEX
stolen: Thicves jimmied open
the back of this ATM at the cor-
ner of 10 Mile and Orchard
Lake Road.
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