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Deja vu

Enough talk, time for action

woll as members of the Michigan Public
Servico Commission, must bo tired of
lainta from Farm-

Surcly by now Detroit Edison officials, as

b

tho samo old
ington arca residents.

It must be deje vu for them. It certainly is

for the utility consumers in this area whose
way of life includes recurring power outages —
and thoy aren't always small ones.

It must also be daja vu for city officials who
year after year talk to both residents and
Detroit Edison officials about the outages that
leave homeowners so long without power that

_ food spoils and sump puraps are inoperable,
allowing basement water to rise and, in many
cases, forcing to families movo into hotels,

Yot ngain these residents offered their hor-
ror stories, this time to the Michigan Public
Servico Commission.

It's always nice to be heard when you have
complaints, concerns, worry or anger. But it's
time residents got more than & kind ear.

It ia time for action, whatever is nccessary
to resolve the recurring power outages that
havo plagued the Farmington area for yeara.

While Detroit Edison officials claim they
have made some changes, obviously not
cenough change and improvement have
accurred to help the Farmington arca.

It was equally disappointing to hear public
service commisaioners tell the crowd that, in
esaence, their hands are tied. The PSC's pur-
pose is to regulate the atate’s utilities, but it is
governed by state law and by interpretations
of those laws by state courts.

Public Service Commtasloncm David Svnn-

H It was squally disappointing to
hear public service commissioners
toll the crowd that, In essence,
their hands are tied.

da, Robert Nelson and chairman John Strand
anid they would sit down with Detroit Edison
and try to hammer out some typs of settle-
ment.

will go to the Appeals Court and likely will
take several months to resolve,” Strand said.
So, residents are back to square one. Again
they are waiting for someone with some
authority to demand action and to follow -
through on that action.
And while residents continue to 0 pay their

“If not, it will become a contested cage that

GEOF BROOKS

AWTOMAKE

utility bills and wait for
continues,

Shame on Detroit Edison. More needs to be
done than lip service. Sure, trees cause a prob-
lem with power lines. But there isn't a season
of good weather when contractors for the utili-
ty y aren't out tri

With a new year in the offing, the only reso-
lution that should be made ia that Farming-
ton-area consumers of electricity will not be
again plagued in 2000 with the power outages
that put the community on the list of storm
detail for the Detroit media.

The new year must be a time for action by
city officials, Detroit Edison and the Michigan
Public Service Commission.
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No to more charter schdols

democratic process.
Politician A wants Polmmun Bs vote
on a matter he thinks is

Horse trading is an essential part of the

‘We have expressed our serious reservations
about raising the cap and about the quality

and nccountubility of charter schools. We are

and he's willing to trade away his vnw on
something he thinks isn't quite as important.

That's called compromise and that's how
legialation gets done. When the U.S. Houso
changed hands two elections ago, a group of
inexperienced political novices came to office
with the stated position that they weren't .
about to horse trade. They had their convie.
tions, and, by gum, they were standing by
them. The result was logislative gridlock, a
stalled court system and a couple of confrenta-
tions with the president from the other party,
who constantly trumped them.

On the state lavel, the Legislature and the
executive are from the same party, but there
is atill a need for horse trading with members
of the opposition and recalcitrant Republicans.

Gov John Engler is a master at t.h:s sort of

hip and is

ulsu d about the level of games play-
ing involved in trymg to push this legislation
through,

it was reported that House Do were
willing to trade away their votes on the char-
ter cap m mlum for klllmg off a bill that
would el for
city workers. Democrnls clmm the offer was
initiated from the governor's office.

As Speaker Chuck Perricone (R-Kalamazoo)
rightly notes these are separate and unrelated
issues. As it turne out, what Perricone was
really concerned about was that several
Republicans were ready to bolt on the cap
iaaue if the House leadership made a deal on
residency.

‘What a tangled web we weave.

‘We believe the future of public education is
an eseential state issue, nat to be lightly trad-
ed away or compromised, If Republicans, and
same D beliave the future of our edu-

ndnnmd across party lines {or his underatand-
ing of how the game is played.

But thero are times when the average citi-
zon might wonder, is this really the best way

to run a state, aren’t there some principles
that can't and shouldn't be traded away?

‘This past two weeks, Engler and House
Republicans have been furiously trying to
ralge tho cap on university sponsored charter
schools from 160 to 200. They face a tight
dendline of Dec. 31 if the cap is to be lifted in
time to got schools running by next fall. The
issue scems dead in the Houso and even if it
passes the Senate, it might be too late for joint

cation system depends on the increase of char-
ter achools, why would they abandon that
issue so blithely?

‘We believe that the majority of Democrm.s
in the House and Senate along with thought-
ful Republican supporters of public education
such as Rep. Gerald Law, Plymouth, and
Patricia Godchaux, Birmingham, should
remain skeptical about raising the cap.

‘This is one of those core issues on which
both sides should work to find the best answor
rather than working to horse trade for their
position.

“It went Into a “They didn‘t pay
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Fine young people

e would like to congratulate Leanne
Young and ali the students who partici-
pated in the recent production of “The Miracle
Worker" at Farmington High School. It was a
wonderful show,
'l'hls talented group ul'perl'ormers, cmw
ke-up artista, cost
and other production workers gave the Farm.
ington school community another reason to be
proud of their young people. The many hours
of hard work spent in preparation for the per-

formances showed during each'night of the*- .-

play. Those who missed seeing this production
missed a marvelous opportunity to see some
very fine young people in action, They certain-
Jy proved to all who were in attendance that
not all of the talent in the high schools resides
on the athletic courts and fields. We encour-
age everyone to make an effort to ace one of
their future productions.

Jack and Susan Ward

Farmington

No smoking

During the construction process at Farm.
ington High School there have been con-
corns regarding the construction workers. The
prcblem is with Lhem smoking on a:hool
& All Far Public S le are
drug and alcohol free, according to the student
code of canduct. When construction workers
are working and students walk by open doors,
evoryone can see them smoking,

‘When walking the school grounds qu
school, people will find a lot of cigarette butts
on the ground. There are teachers who have
admitted to seeing the construction workers
amok.mg on the job.

he istrators for Far Public
Schoala should enforco that there will be no
more smoking on any drug-free school ground
by construction workers, staff, and students,

Therofore, if the construction workers get
caught for the first time, a warning will be
given. If caught tho sccond time, a pay cut will
be given, If caught a third time, you're sus-
pended. If anyone fails to follow through with
thia, then they will be spending court time
and possibly time in jail. This plan will then
get the construction workers to follow the
rules.

In conclusion, there will not be any more
smoking by anyone on the grounds of eny
Farmington Public School. If anyone decides

to breek it, strict consequences then ¢come out ... .

ofit, -

Farmington High Schpol ’

A blind eye

ig is in res| to the cartoon by Geof
Brooks appearing in the Oct. 28 issue of :
your paper illustrating the ongoing controver-

sy over the over-zealous enforcement by local -{--

governmenta of commercial trucks. ~
When Mr, Brooks graduates to color comics, -

he'd be welcome to make light of the color pho~ |-

tograph enclosed herein. The photo shows a
yellow city of Farmington Hills-owned tandem -
axle dump truck, No. 281, driving south on
Drake Road right past a sign posting a 2 1/2-
ton weight limit immediately south of Grand
River Avenue,

To tha casual cartoonist, this may not be
particularly nuwworthy. To & person who
knows trucks, the irony of the photo is
remarkable because of the fact that the type of <
truck shown in the photo weighs 30,000

pounda — that's 16 tons ~ when it is empty, as
seen in the photo, Needless to say, if the truck
was loaded, the transgression would be even |
more severe — &8 if 16 tons were not over-
weight enough.

If Mr. Brooks were truly a professional
journalist, one would suppose he would take
the time to familiarize himself with the true .
issues before rendering his artistic verdict.
Perhaps political cartoonists do not adhere to
the same journalistic principals ag the rest of
the newspaper. .

My example is just one of  many that H
damomtrates the contrasta in the current
truck climate pi in most
metro Detroit municxpulitiea including Farm-
ington Hilla, Municipal governments are very
active in a bounty syatem of enforcement that
penalizes small, private companies involved in
commercial trucking, while at the same time
turning what seems to be a blind eye to the
violations committed by their.own trucks,

-John E. Malloure
Farmington Hills
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