Time to review
‘ Medicare
options is now

uring the month of December

persans on Medicare should be

receiving an election letter
from the Health Care Financing
Adrministration, which will ask if you
wish to stay with original Medicare or
8 Medicare mansaged care plan,

It is important to remember that
you do not have to change. If you have
Medicare and s suppl ! inwur-
ance, and you sre happy with that,
you do not have to change, |

If you need prescription;coverage
and are finding it difficult to pay the
4 higher cost of supplemental insur-
ance, you may want to chenge,

If you are receiving your health
benefita through a retirement plan, it
is strongly recommended that you do
not change. Thie information is
directed to those who must purchase
their own insurance.

What to consider
Bome things to consider when look-

ing at the health plan options:
Original Medicare: Under origi-

nal Medicare you can go to any doctor

or hospital in the U.8, that accepts
. Bome services are not cov-

ered and you have to psy for them.

Orl| Medicare with supple.
mental insurance: Depending on
the plan you buy, you will have cover-
nge for at leant some deductible and
co-insurance costs. You will have to
pay a premium for the suppl 1
insurance.

Medlcare managed care plan: In
Michigan, the only managed care
plans are Medicare-Choice HIMOs,
With an HMO, you must pick a pri-
mary care physician snd he or she
will manage all of your care and make
referrals to other doctors when appro-
priate,

Btaying in network

You must always use doctors and

pital mlharlan’n k. If you
do not, you will have to pay for all
couts, Bome mansged care plans rro-
vide extra bensfits such as Jimited

reseription coverage, eyo exams,

aring exams, and routine physicals.
Medicare doesn’t cover any of these
benefita,
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To ize, if you are fied
with your present coverage, you do
not have toc!

If you are looking for extra benefits
and lower costa, you may want to look
at the Medicare managed care
optiona,

For more information, call the Area
Agency on Aging 1B at {800) 862-7795
and ask to s to a Madicare coun-
sulor. :

Good news. The Medicare Part B
premium is staying the same ($45.50
Fer month) for the year 2000, The

art 8 deductible ramaina at $100
and the Part A deductible for in
pationt hospital stays will go from
$768 10 8776,

Joyce Hunt ix a longtime Farming.
ton Hills resident and is employed by
the Area Agency on Aging in Bouth-
field. Bhe specializes in mnior bene-
fita and insurance issues,
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Workshop for
divorce recovery

DivorceCare, a divorce recovery aupport
.group, mests at Forest Park Baptist

Church, 26808 Farmington Road, just ,

;::uth of Twelve Mile, at 7 p.m, Wednes-
‘days, .
Chﬂd.dc:n will be provided through the

grads,
DivorceCare features nationslly recog-
experta cn divorce and recovery top-

*" Beminar seasions are based on a 13-
iweak cycls, with
:1:‘ lba‘hy.m. ludl:idua‘!‘n are encouraged
: at any time, -
: mmmm Hgn and rogistration,
-call Mart} Mayos at 8476875

throe cycles offered dur-

Final touch: Lindsay Doyle's Victorian bridesmaid
final adjustment from Pam Yockey at the Holiday
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Costick Center hosts tea and fashions
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Three hundrad guests enjoyed a holi-
day afternoon tea, Victorian style, last
Wadnesday at tho Costick Activitiea
Center in Farmington Hilla,

8p d by the Farmington Hills
Senlor Adult division, in cooperation
with Brighton Gardena Assisted Liv-
ing, the afternoan featured an clegant
fashion show of Victorian bridal appar-
ol and other gowns wpanning the 18th
century.

“This {s our third annual tea,” said
Nora Dolan, special events coordinator,

Shannon Hall was decorated {n holi-
day motif. Honrts & Roses Florist,
Marriott and Jacobson's Laurel Park
provided doar prizes for lucky guests.

Several Mercy High Bchool seniors
modeled gowns of the era to a narrative

d by Victorian clothing expert

Pam Yockey.

Yockey has collected and restored
gowna for 29 yeara, traveling exten-
sively for research and information.

from‘ 1800s

Based on tho aix most impertant
moments in a woman's lif, her vintage
gowna etart from the 1850s and cover
day, wedding, maternity and baby out.
fits .

A member of the Costume Saciety of
America, she recoives dreases from al]
over the country to restore. During the
summer she does re-enactments as
Madamo Du Muestet, the first commer:
cia} pattern mnker of ladies dresses,
from the Civil War era. .

History comes alive :

Bhe teaches living history at West
Middle School In Taylor where she uses
her clothing, historical items and
hands-on history to muke the era come
alive,

Yockey, of Canton, scwa or restores
20 10 70 gowna a month for baptiams,
proms, weddinge and re-ennctments of
the Rovolutionary and Civil War.

Soms of the highlighta of her preacn-
tation included Victorian-era wedding
gowns worn with turbana or bonnets,



