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ASK BRISTOL

Please! No pu, or kitten
for Chriut.mallp i

The holidays are the worst
time of the year to bring a
puppy or kitten into your home.
:] Why should you not get &
puppy or kitten for Christmas?

For a puppy you can't inatill
basic obedience or housebreak
it in the few days you are off
from wo

The puppy needs to come into
the household when there is no
special occasion that disrupts
the normal routine of your
everyday living. All pets are a
lifelong commitment. To make
all of your lives happy, you
must get off on the right foot.
That takes time, which is some-
thing you have very little of
during the holiday season.
Make pet welcome

Before you even think about
bringing a new pet into your
home, make sure everyone in
the family is in agreement that
.{ this pet is welcome,

Before buying a puppy or kit-
ten you might consider rescuing
-| a dog or a cat. There are so
| many animals that need to be
rescued. There are many rescue
lcagues all over the states, If

A pet for holidays?

Think before giving

that might be something your
family would like to do, call any
of your local veterinarians to
see if they might know of an
animal that needs a loving
home. The local vets should
have a list of rescue leagues
zat hold animals until adopt-

If you know of someone who
really wants a pet, give him or
ber o pet gift certificate from
the Humene Society. You could
wrap the certificate and a
stuffed animal together in a gift
package. That way he or she
could pick the pet they want
after the hustle and bustle of
the holidays.

Mnke holidays a safe and fun
timeo for our pets.

Keeping pets safe

‘This is the time of year we all
enjoy the pretty holiday decora-
tions, but how do we keep our
pets safe? Here are soms items
that could be dangerous to your
pet: ribbons, hooks, pins, wrap-
ping paper and other decora-
tions can cause choking, inter-
nal injuries or digestive prob-
lems if swallowed.,

Glass and plastic ornaments
can be broken or chewed if
knocked off the tree and can
causs major problems if ingest-
ed. On our tree the lower level
ornaments are made out of
cloth of different kinds. The

cats and Marbles can bat and
play with them with no harm to
themselves.

Do not put a ribbon or bow
arcund your pot's neck. Your
pet may try to eat it or choke
trying to remove it.

Chocolate can be lethal

Chocolate — just 4 ounces of
chocolate can be fatal to a dog
weighing 6 pounds or less.
Eight ounces can be fatal for a
10-pound dog. Chocolate should
not be leR at a level they can
get to. Don't forget that dogs
;nauy jump to get at the choco-

ate.

Do not put wrapped food gifts
under the tree, your pet will
have a great time sniffing them
out and then opening and eat-
ing them,

Be coreful of the holiday
plants that could cause illness
to your pets. Some of the plants
to be careful of include mistle-
toe, holly, poinsettias, orna-
mental pepper and Christmas
rose. Chemicals used in water
to preserve froch flowers and
trees are poisanous, Chew-
ing or drinking jusat a little can
cause serious injury or death.

Bev Cornell will answer your
pet questions through her e-
mail address: briatol_dog
@msn.com

Tips for forcing bulbs to flower

These gardening tips on forcing bulbs for early
“flowering are offered by the Hill and Dale Garden
Club of Farmi The club, a ber of the
Federated Garden Clubs of Michigan, will meet
tonight at 7 p.m. at the Twelve Mile branch
“library.

Bring the beauty of flowering bulbs into your
home from January through April. The trowel and
error study group did just that by planting their

* bulbs and accepting the challenge of euccess. The

. forcing of bulba is a practice carried out by com-

growera the world over. With a little care

ond effort, nnyone can have a steady supply of
bulb flowers.

Always use the proper cultivars for the desired
flowering periods. This is necessary because all
cultivars are not suitable for all flowering periods.
A table at the end of this article will show some
cultivars which are best suited for forcing.

Give cold treatment

The bulbs must be planted and given a cold
treatment with temperatures ranging from 35 to
48 degrees. ‘This cold treatment can be provided in
an unh d b frig or garage. The
bulbs must be rooted and stored for a minimum of
13 weeks, Make sure they don't freeze,

The rooted bulba should be carried into the
house for flowering after the 18-week period. On
the average, it takes about three to four weeks for
the bulbs to flower. During this time, you will be
able to enjoy a growing plant.

The potting soil must be well drained. The pur-
pose of the planting medium is to anchor the bulbs
and to serve as a supply of moisture. A good mix-
ture would be one part loamy soil, one part peat
and one part sand. Fertilizer should not be added
to the mixture.

Use only clean pots with draining holes, If they
have been ured, scrub them and rinse thoroughly.
Plastic pots may be used as long as they have ade-
quate holes. When clay pots are used, scak them
overnight so they will not draw moisture from the
planting medium. .

It is extremely important that all bulbs be han-
dled with care at all times. They are living plants
and should not be dropped or subjected to extreme

P es. After purchasing, make sure the
bulbs are kept well ilated. If ible, store

can be stored for several weeks at these tempera-
tures. Ternperatures nbove 63 degrees should be
avnided at all times. .

Two month window for planting

Planting can take place anytime from Oct. 1 to
Dec. 1, depending on the desired date of flowering,
the type of atorage used and the prevailing weath-
er. As a general rule, for late flowering, March and
April, plant late and for early flowering, January
and February, plant early. Remember the mini-
mum length of the total cold treatment should be
13 to 14 weeks.

If the bulbs were held at 45 to 60 degrees prior
to planting be sure to count this time in the total
weeks of cold given. Thus, if bulbs were pre-cooled
for three weeks they only need 10 weeks more
after planting.

For flowering in late January, the planting must
be done around Oct. 1. For February flowering, the
bulbs should be planted in mid-October and for
March and April, in mid-November.

Plant the bulbs so that the top of the bulba will
be even with the top of the pot. A six inch pot will
hold either six tulips, three hyacinth, six dafTodils
or 16 crocus. Plant the flat side of the bulb facing
the outside of the pot so that the firat big leaf of
the plant will face outward and an attractive pot
will be obtained at flowering.

‘When covering the bulbs, do not JlI the pot
catirely. Fill only to one-fourth inch of the top so
the plants can be watered easily. Remember to
label each pot with the name of the cultivar, the
gnw of planting, and the date to be placed in the

ome.

After 13 weeks of cold, the potted bulba can be
brought inside to a temperature of about 60
degreea. Longer cold storage will result in taller
flowors, If you planted your bulbs Oct. 1, tho first
plants can be brought in the house right after
Christmaa, For best results, place them in the
direct sunlight.

It is not necesaary to fertilize, as the bulba con-
tain most of the food it needs. Bulba that have
been forced indoors uaunlly do not do teo well for
outdoor plantings. But it's worth & try, as I've had
succeas with some forced bulbs.

Cultivars recommended for forcing: tulip,
hyacinth, daffodil, crocus, muscari and irls. Happy

them on open trays. Keep the bulbs in a room with
a temperature between 45 and 66 degrees. Bulbs
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Redefining Retirement

Experience the pleasure of independent living
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not veils, atop the head, and
hoop skirta that spanned eight
foet in circumference,

“In fall, brides carried leaves
or dried flowers as a bouquet,”
she aaid. “Fresh flowers were
expensive and not available like
they are today.”

The average Victorinn-era
bride planned her wedding in
three months,

Weddings were often peor-
formed in the morning to give
the newlywods time to get to
their honeymoon deatination or
new home in daylight hours.

Polish brides would shave
their heads and keep them shom
until the birth of their first son.

Mary Todd wore a white lawn
dress and bonnet for her 1840
wedding to Abraham Lincoln.
The wedding was planned in
only four hours on a June after-

nocn and commencéd before a
mere six guests,

“Mary Todd spant the next
three years living in a second-
story hotel ronm with three
babics while her husband trav-
eled,” Yockey added.

Cost of o dresa in the war-torn
Civil War-era South jumped
from $1.89 in 1861 to $185 by
1863 becauze cloth was no longer
available.

“Ladics turned their dresses
inside out to get more wear out
of them,” ahe addod.

Several gowns modeled
Wednesdny were more generous
reproductions of original pat-
terns, which often featured tiny
17-inch waists. Masses of rufiles,
wide bustles, and veils that
trailed 20-feet behind the bride
were modeled.

Styles required cove.ed necks

and arms for church services. In
some cases, arm and neck covef-
ings were detachable. M
*A wealtby woman in Victori-
an times would wear her wed-
ding gown for every formal occy-
aion in her first year of mat-
risge,” Yockey said. “In the set-
ond year, she could add pink ar
blue colors. After the birth of hér
first child, she could add black
and red.” R
Civil War widows were
dressed in black, from the vell
that covered their face, to lony
gloves and gown. Even their
undergarments were dyed black,
Yockey said. After six montha,
the grieving widow could lift the
black veil off her face in public,
but she remained dressed in

black for 18 months.
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Here comes the bride: Meghan Blake models a wedding dress.
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HUGE SAVINGS!

Waltonwood at Tweive Oaks Don’t miss out on the best prices of the season on:
Visit our new eamclrce R w
27475 Huron Circle
1248) 735-1500 Sun 10 AT P Light Sets reaths
odjacent to Twelve Ocks Mol oClound Thatiegbng, Chruamen,
Mot Tt O amd R Sy
Waltonwood commaunlties offer I (248)391-5700 or Garland
the finest in independent living {800)442-XMAS
Take coMFOrt in this elegant community that and assisted living. Call today www comrburyriliage.com
offers the ultimate in independent living. Choose from for a personal toury Santas
one or two-bedroom luxury apartments with kitchens Rochaster Hills (248) 375-2500
and patios or balconies. Enjoy out fitness center, halr 3250 Walton Blvd.
salon, activities, transportation and more. We offer every-  poyal Oak (248) S49-6400 A ngels
thing you need to live in style with extras such as pre- 3450 W.Thirteen Mite Rd.
pared meals, housekeeping and laundry. Just minutes Canton (734) 844-3060
away from shopping. dining, golf and othet pleasures. Call 2000 N, Canton Center Rd.

today for more [nformation about cur exciting new com-
munity or visit our website at www.waltonwood.com,




