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Galnes has big game

Bophomore Trevor Gaines recorded
a season-high 19 rebounds — 10 on
‘the offensive glasg — for the Univer-
sity of Vormont mon’s basketball
team in its 71-69 victory over Lehigh
Saturday,

The toml tied Gaines, a former
Farmington High standout, for 10th
place in the achool’s single-scason
record book and is the most in one
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Falcons
veteran

ballclub

# Farmington has a lot of

experienced players on its

boys basketball team, and
he Falcons anticipate a

game since Crulg Pupor hnd 20
against St. Michael's in D 3

Cuupled with a 10-rebound offort at
Albany Dee. 2, Gaines has moved into
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the America Enst Confe leed in
rebounds with an average of nine per

game.
An AEC all-rookie selection last

The scasons and the sports change,

‘hut it's hnpud success will be the one

the fall and winter

aenson, Gaines also tied his career
best with three blocked shots in each
of Vermont's two wins and ranks sov-
Amth in the AEC with 1.33 per game.
QGaines is third in scoring for his
team with 8.8 points o game. Vor-

campaigna at Farmington High School.
The boys basketball tenm hopes to
continue blazing the trail begun by the
football team, and no one doubts the
Falcons have the potential to do it,

mont ia 2-4, lesing to C
Yale, Boston Callegn and Ohio State,

Fire wins In five OTs
The Farmington Hills Fire Mito AA
hockey team won the Falcons Thanks-
giving Turkey Time Tournament Nov.
26-28 in Chicago, 111,
The Fire defented Wmnntlm (L), 6-

(] SKETB
BA ALL
Farmington returns nearly its entire
team, certainly the majority of its prin-
cipal players, and anticipates a good, if
nnt blg. year indoors on the hardwood.
e boya are vory optimistic and
exn(!cd nbcu! the season,” conch Denny
Mikel sald, “We wero very competitive

0, the host Falcons, 4-3 and
(lll ), 62, to reach the championship

game.

In the final game, the Fire defeated
the Flames from Illinois in five over-
times, 5-4. The teams played a five-
minute overtimo, one minuto of 4-on-
4, one minute of 3-on-3, one minute of
2-on-2 and another 2-on-2 overtime
until D.J. Vandercook scored the win-
ning gonl for the Fire,

The Fire is undefeated with three
loague games romanining bofore the
ployoffs start.

The team is coached by John
VanAntwerp, Britt Ponte and Stave
Krenger, The team members include
Austin Accettura, Nickolas Gatt,
Court Murtland, Justin Hoomaian,
Joe Fazzio, Griffen Hodges, Kyle
Betz, Matt Kroager, Steven Schu-
macher, Matt Wasko, Vandercook,
Cameron Fowler, Joe VnnAntwerp
and Jon Ponte.

Midwest skatlng event

The Midwestern Sectional Champi-
onships, one of threc qualifying
evonts for the 2000 National Figure
Skating Championships, will take
place at the Detroit Skating Club in
Bloomfield Hills Dec, 8-11. 1

The competitors advanced to the
sectional championships by qualifying
at one of three regional events in
Octobor and November,

More than 140 skaters qualified
from 65 United States Figure Skating
Clubs throughout tho Midwest for the
opportunity to compete at tha nation-
al championahips next February in
Cleveland, Ohio,

All events tickots are $26; daily
passes are $10. Both mny be pur-
chased through the skating club by
calling (248) 3323000, ext. 108, A
achedule of events can be found at the
Detroit Skating Club's websitn dsc-
club.com,

Hollday hockey clinlcs

M Suburban Hockey Schools will
conduct ita four-day Christmas Clin-
ies for ages 6 through 14 during
Christmas break in two sesaions Dee.
z.‘O and 27 at six metro Detroit loca-

ons,

The coat of the clinics is $130 per
player. Class pize is limited and pre- .
registration is required, Call (248)
478-1600 for more information.

.. ‘The schedule for Dec. 27-30 clinica
at SBuburbhan Training Center in
F, is as follows: Power
akating and puck handling — Mites
session 1, 9-10:20 a.m.; Mites sesaion
2, 10:30-11:50 a.m.; Sqmm. noon to
1:20 p.m, cnd scoring — Peo
Wees And Bantams, 1:30-2:50 p. m.,
Goaltending —all, ages, 10 a.m. to
.noon.

W Redford Uniﬂud hockey coach
Pete Mazroni will conduct a Christ.
mas Clinic for youths Monday, Dec.
28, and Tuesday, Dec. 20, nt Redford
100 Arena. Thaﬁmeenr.hdnyhapm.

Tha colt is $12 per session and

ﬁme and T

for each
. wﬁd intereeted Mauxzont
M) 060-0218 or (818) 602-3408.

(Ru?da A ubmit items fbr the
anmu 784-691 7278.) -
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in the prog , and the kids
had a lot of wins.
“They came together and played woll,

“They saw they can play with some of

the better teams, and I think that has
g:vcn them confidence.

**“We are expecting to have a very suc-
cessful season. If wo can stay healthy
and have good chemistry and not got
too concerned about individual stntiu-
tics, I think it will be a nice group.”

Farmington’s only graduation loss
was Charlio Avery, but senior Todd
Anthony, looking ahead to track sea-
son, decided to rest following the Jong
football season, as did several others
from a year ago.

‘The top returning players are sonior
Justin Milus and junior Matt Mikel,
both of whom have played varsity ball
since they were freshmen, The Falcons
also return six others and have ndded

four nowcomers.

Milus, however, will likely ba side-
lined for the entire month of December
while he recovers from hip nnd foot

. injuries that plagued him during foot-

ball season.

The 8-foot-5, 246-pound poat player
averaged 11.4 points, which was second
only to Mikel's 11,6, and led the Fal-

on the web

Role reversal: Reboundin,
the Farmington basketball team.

cons in rebounding with 7.3 per game.

"We don’t know when exactly we're
going to get him back,” coach Mikel
said, *but we've targeted, at the very
lntest the first of Jonuary.

“Wif.h a henlthy Justin, wo're a much
atronger rebounding team. We're going
to look to get a lot of scoring on the
inside from Justin, too. That’s where
we're going to be hurting a little bit
until we get him back.”

Matt Mikel had been the point guard
but will play more at the No, 2 position
to take advantrge of his perimeter
shooting.

The move is made possiblo because of

won’t be Matt Mikel's
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rimary role on
Shooting and dribbling will be.

the develepment of senior C.J. Whit-
field as the point guard, a role he
played at the end of last season,

“C.J. has really improved him game,”
Mikel said. “He had a lot of success at
summer camps and haa been tooking
good in practice.

“Others teams are going tohea lmle
surprizsed at C.J.’s game thia year.”

Mikel made 42.5 percent of his three-
point attempta (17-0f-40) and 47 per-
cent of his total field goals (86-0f-180).
He also sank 80,5 percent of his freo
throws (66-0f-82). Whitfield averaged

Please sco S, C6

Raiders debut with near-miss

Renaissance nips
North in opener
BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFP WRITER
domoara@os.homecomm.net

North Farmington almost accom-
plished the impoasible, cortainly the
unlikely, in its boys basketball season
opener Tuesday.

The Roiders nearly beat visiting
Detroit Renaissanco without two of

their best players, losing 4442 when a .

last-second shot didn't fall.

North was minus scnior post playors
Emir Medunjanin and Adrian Bridges,
the team's tallest players who misscd
the game for disciplinary reasons.

] BASKETBALL

But the other players did an  impros-
aive job, rising to.the occasion and
plnying woll as a team to break Renals-
sence's trapping, prenlng defuonse
while playing good defense themselves,

“I told the kids ‘I'm not worried about
who's not here; I'm worried about who
{s here,’ and thoy need to play,” North
coach Tom Negoshian sald.

*f think the other kids know they can
play. We have a saying: 'Pnrts are
parts. Whoaover is here plays.

Senior Phil Watha' acored n game-
high 14 points to lead the Raiders, who
wero in the lead moat of the game.
Senior Brian Shulman accounted for 11

- points, junln;ﬂ]llh Patterson nine -nd

senjor Mj lat six.
orth

", Nt tod Renaiasance star
. eyPnnldin;loldenh leas ﬂunlulf

Susonopmo

r: North Fhrmmgtan senior Mike Millat battles a
Fleaso soc m T8 pairof Renamsance players for the basketball Tueaday night.
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Harrison’s;
head coach
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Farmington Harrison will start a
new season in boys basketball with'a
new conch for tha first time in 22 yeam
Friday night,

Mike Toachman, who coached the
Hawks since 1977-78, made a stunning
decision Monday to step down from his
longtimo role aa varsity head coach,

Teachman, 54, also teaches math at
the school and is the building athletic
coordinator, He said he is phy-lcn‘l]y
and mentally drained and didn't thin!
he could dovote the neccasary nmtrgy w
conching the varsity,

B BASKETBALL

Instead, he will coach the Harripon
JV team for this season with the intdn-
tion of ratiring from coaching baskbt-
ball at its conclusion. Dave Turngulgt,
who has beon the JV coach for;11
years, is now the varaity coach. <

“I hit a wall, physically and intensity
wise,” Teachmnn anid. “I didn’t think it
was fair to this varsity team that has
put in all the freshman, JV and soin-
mer time to have s guy who was renl]y.
really weary,

“I figured the best thing is for the m
to have someone who has thy
adrenaline going and that's Dave. My
job this year is to turn out players for
next year’s varsity team. It's really Jm
different at practics, but I won't &k
scouting, preparing scouting mport;;>
proparing. practicos for special wnm):,
stata and that kind of stuff,

“If this is my last year and I'
already tired, then I don't think I'd be
doing o good jab, I've nlways been eriti-
cal of people who stayed too long.
Willie Mays was ono of my favorite
(baseball) players and watching him
play for the Meta at tho end wigr
depressing. He wasn't the same Willje
Mnya, and it wna obvious he wasn't
enjoying himself. In the case of beinga
hlgh echool conch, players know lr
you're not enjoying ynurselr"

Teachman said the timing of his
decision, coming just daya before the
season opener, was right. It wouldn't
have been fair to the players to start
the scason and make a switch later, he
said.

Teachman, who has coached baskat-
ball for 33 yenrs, also wants to npcnd
more time with his wile, Pat,

“This is alao my 33rd year of being
married to the same lady, and she
deserves more than somebody who just
comes homo at night and falls asleepin
the chair and wakes up and looks:at
videatape,” he said. “

Teachman will remain the Harridon
athletic coordinptor and will centirlio
a8 the girls varsity softball coach, -

“If T don't recover my zeat, I might
think a little differently (about soft-
ball),” he said, “There’s certainly less
scouting in that. Right now I'll be aut
there in shorts again.”

Tenchman also sald he was under no
pressure from players or paronts, Such
a thing was not a contributing fnc(or in
his decision.

*I had some tight mlutinnuh(pn w{th
people on that team,” he sald. *I have
to ask ‘Am I going to be selfish, because
1 do got a lot out of being with the play-
crs? They might not get a whele Jot
from being under the guidance and
lendorship of someone who'a not full-
bare for them,

“I can still support the guys on n duf-
ferent lovel, not being the boss, so;to
speak, but the guy who's there to give
them n pat on the back and n suggea-
tion once in a while.”

There's a chanca Teachman mlght
remain JV coach after this season, qnd
he said Turnquist has asked h&m to
leave the door open on that subject, -

“If it works out well and I get back to
tip-top physical shape, then maybe this
could be a good marriage this way,” he
said. "(Turnquist) has been my support
and development (for the varsity) for
years. Now 1 owa it to him this ynnr
and maybe more,”

Tenchman said the lasting memnrﬁ-u
of his carecr are not of wins and losses
but of the players ho has coached nnd
the people he has known.

“I con still flash back to momentn,
but they all rovolve around people,” ho
said. “Thero's probably just as mnnyvn
1 bus, in a restaurant or at team ump
an there are gamea.” .
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