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It puts me o bit on edge knowing that friends in both the computer und
hospital business have been mandated to work on New Year's Eve. No par-
ties, nu rounds of Auld Lang Syne, no “Live from Times Squnre.” They'tl be
waiting for the dark double- cloud to pass overhead Jeaving them, hopeful-
by, ecompletely bored und undisturbed.

At nur house, the motto is “We are Y2OK." Hunkered down on December
41 with u cord of wood, bottled woter, condles, a con of corned eef hush,
and o battery-uperated CI) player thet we'll quickly switch from Prinee's
“1999" to R.JS.M.s “IUs the End of the World As We Know It tand 1 feel
fine)” should muyhem erupt, we'll be the model of suburbun survivalists,

Yes, millennium madness hos seized us oll in o hig way, Nowhere is thot
more evident thaon with holiday gifts this Millennivm ornsments,
suspenders, cuke plates, jewelry, socks, blenders - you get the picture. And
plenty of Romon numern) *“MM” items — a bonus if your nume huppens Lo
e Mursha Mason or Michael Moore.

But rather thon let this turn-of-the-century smanio muddle the holiduys,
retailers huve chosen to embruce it. At the Observer & Eceentric Newspa-
pers, we decided to ring in the holidays by offering you u gift guide with
idess thut span the generations, Whether you're looking for clothes for that
hard-to-buy-for teen or want o special something for a discerning tt, we've
got a universe of giflts,

And since this 5s the senson of giving, we've ulso included o list of muny
charitable organizations that can use your time, talent and even, a spare
twenty. Perhaps you'll include one or more of thiem on your gifl-giving list,

With these pages, your search through the galuxy of haliduy gifts should
be far less nebulous, We hope you will enjoy the brillisnce of this heliday
season, nnd wish you the best for the new year...und beyond,
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Alice Rhein
Speciul Bditor

On the cover; The intrepid Nick sports
a Space Shuttle cap, $8.99, houded
sweatshirt, $26 and corduroys, $27,
from OshKosh B'Gash, Somerset Cal-
fection, Troy, and Stride Rite hoots,
$28, from Richard’s Stride Rite, West
Bloomfield; Rocket Glider, $120, avail-
able at FAO Schiwarz, Somerset Col-
tection, Troy and the Doll Hospital &
Toy Soldier Shop, Berkley; 3D Glow
Moan, $15.95, Store of Knawledyge,
Somerset Collection, Troy.
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