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SANTAFACTS

M Elmo's Radio Control
Roadwai'(Fisher-Ptice)‘

W Harry Hairball (Rumpus).

M Hydro Battle (Pressman),

W Magnel Mania Discovery Jar
(LearnlngBSmhh).

B Music Blocks (NeuroSmith).
B Qogly Googly Motorized
Bullding Set (Learning
Resources).

8 Play-Doh Seaside Playworld
(Hasbro).

M Stacks of Hats (Roylco).

8 Yummy Chocolate Bugs
{Curigusity Kits),

The hottest toys this season?

What will be the next Furby, Cabbage Patch Kid or
Tickle Me EImo? Here are some top contenders:

SOURCE: Family Fun Magazine, Rumpus Toys, Learning Resourcos

W Oogly Googly is
a 3-8 molorized
puzzle wilh inlinite
combinations.

Building traditions

Crafts your kids can make

BY JoaN CAlty
SPECIAL WINTER

Getting remly for another warathon
of shopping tor the holidays? Arve the
kidls Tocnsing all theie energy on what
Santa might bring them?

One healthy way to divert their
ntrention, and pehaps bring o litehs
maore fueus an the concept of giviog, is
1o get them involverl in the giftegivengg
JHCess.

frames, making custom cards, even
designing their own Christius wrap.
ping papes

Artwaork that lets children show their
personality and gives i sense of finily
tradition is preferved, notes Williams,

Shee sngguests hiaving childeen make
an urnmment which denotes sametlong
speet L O constrnet
family recipe beok with Bvarte mly
dishes,

One item that’s fan to

Handmude gifts tur  ooe—— 0k s picture frame con-

geandparents, aunts and Have children

uneles  are usually

arvound lung after the make an orna-
leather gloves have worn - ment which
out ar the tie hus gone gaantas some-

out of fashion,

Phe project «an alse thing special
bring tagether parents — about the year

and children [or o specinl
netivity during a vory
busy time of year, BEven
in Ill)lll‘ a week con net
some impressive results aceording o
Lostiv Willinms, art divector aml public
programs comrdinntor ut the Children's
Musieutn in Dotroit, “What o wonderful
way 1o get together and share in o pro-
jeet. Huve your fumily make somvthing
that represents nowpeeinl memory that
you want to hold onto”

Not feeling particulurly nrtistic?
Pake o trip to the loenl craft store and
lot your children pick sut somothing
that interests thom. Even prepackaped
ftems can be personalized for ench
member of the family.

One child might want 1o work with
waood, mnking o birdhouse or o bind
fowler an nogift. Others may be inte
rubbur stamp nrt, decorating picture

stravted of stusdy enredboaed
eoverod with seraps of wall.
prper constriction or wrip-
ping paper. The teame is et
to {it the picture then cov.
ered with decorntive paper
andd adorned with paints,
feathers, markers, ribbons,
beads, buttons, stickers or
shelts

Willinms has discovered
the vabue of such bomemade gifta in
her family, “My daughter will e 21
noon and 1 atill have things she wade
in preschool that § pull out during the
halidinys.”

Another idea i to have children ere-
ate n TV whow, something such as *1
Love Grandmn,” or CATTV, writing the
seript, planning the costumens and the
set, even erenling their own commer.
cinln, With a purent's help, they can
make n videstnpe o send to relatives
for Christmas,

Children enn alsa become aathora,
weiting amed illustrate bouks, Lev your
children pick fnmily photos for their
buouks, then get eolared photacopies of
the pivtures for thuir pages. 17t the fin.

Pleuse soe CRAFT, 15
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Bloomfield Plaza ¢ Telegraph at Maple
Bloomficld Hills
(248) 855-8877



