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Wolf-dog crosses included in Senate bill prohibition

BY Mixe
HOMETOWN Szrvice
mmalott@homecomm.net

Salo and possession of danger ani-
mals, including wolf dug crosses and
other “large camivores® such as bears or
undomesticated cats, would be fllegal
under a sat of bille approved by the
Michigan Seunle,

But critica were concerned some fami-
ly doga might be confused for wolf-dogs.

Membera voted 33.2 on Senate Bill
732, aponsored by Sen, Bill Bullard (R-
l-{lghlnnd) ond 28-5 on Senate Bill 205,

sponsored by Sen. Leon Stille (R-Sprlnz
Lake) outlawing the dangerous animals
Thursday, 2.

Both bills would allow these whe
already own such exotic animals to keop
their pets, but they would be subject ta
a set of new rules. Current owners
would be required to post their property
to warn passors-by that a dangerous
animal ie housed there, would not be
allowed to leash their animals unat-
tended in the yard, and would have get
an annual permit from local animal
control officers. Both billa allow for

destruction of those animals if they
harm a human,

Sen. David Jaye (R-Macomb) argued
that both bills would erode personal lib-
erties, but he was especially concerned
about the ban on wolf-doga.

*You're going to condemn a lot of inno-
cent people to lose their pets, their loyal
family dog, and peaple with modeat
incomes will not have enough money to
contest the claims by others that their
dogisnota woll‘ dog,” ha uid "I'hem is
no scienti y to
or any way through DNA testing to

identify what is a wolfdog « I wonder
many of you would think that the

Siberian husky is or isn't a wolf dog?

What about an Alaskan malamute?”

Sen. John Cherry (D-Clio) noted that
there are characteristics which can be
used to identify wolf-doga,

“A wolf tracks in a straight line,” he
said. “Hardly any doga.do that. Is the
tail curled or straight?” Dogs' talls are
curled.

Cherry offered an amendment to the
bill to identify wolf-dogs that have all of
four traits mentioned in the law. Previ-

oYY

ously, the bill defined an animal as «_
wolf-dog if it possessed any ane of dn‘
four traita,

“Every wolf-dog is a danger,” he um,
explaining why they should be oudn-'ad
for sale.

Bolbbilllnawmovewﬁuﬁauufn-
approval. "

All loca) senators voted for the mea-
sures, except Sen. Joanne Emmons (R.
Big Rapids) who was absent.

Bid to raise
charter school
cap fails

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMKTOWN NEWS SERVICE

Gov, John Engler and
House Ropublicans failed in
their attempts last week to
rafse the cap on the number
of charter schools allowed to
operate in Michigan, but they
also promised to come back
and try again,

Juet a hand full of votea
shy of the number, needed for
paesage, proponents like
aponsor Rep. Paul DeWeese
(R-Williamston), Speaker of
the House Chuck Perricone
and Engler spent the week in
mlcme negotiations '.r,vlng to
win over the last few reticent
membera of their own caucus,

On Tuesday, Nov. 30,
DeWeese said he was short
only “n couple of votes” and
he was adjusting his bill line
by line to win them aver,

On Wednesday, Dec, 1,
Republicane put the fifth
rewrite of the bill to o test,
but it fell a half dozen votes
ahy. The board was cleared
before the vote waa tallied or
recorded, a practice which
hna b:uome standard proce-
dure in the House when lead-
ership wants to keep a.bill
alive.

“Every time he (DeWeese)
changes n word to get one
vote, he loses another,” House
Majority Floor Leader
Andrew Raczkownki
Formington Hills) explained.

On Thursday, Dec. 2 —
which was conaidered to be
the deadline if additional
charter achools are to be
opened next fall — Perricone
announced that Republicans
would put off another
attempt. He said he wae
rejecting an offer by House
Democrats to trade passnge
of the raised charter school
cap in return for killing off a
bill which would eliminate
rezidency requirementa for
city workers.

*I don't make that kind of
trade for anything . . . . Resi-
dency is a completely aopa-
rate issuc,” Perricone
explained,

Exactly who initiated talk
of the trade isn't clear. Perri-
cone said Democrats are
demanding it. Minority Lead-
er Mike Hanley (D-Saginaw)
said it was the governor wha
first offered it, which the gov-
ernor's office denied.

It may have been more
than just moral outrage that
causcd Porricone to toss out
the trade.

“There were eight Republi-
cans who were ready to bolt if
Chuck Perricone deals,” Rep.
Bob Gosselin (R-Troy) said.
“They were ready to bolt
because he waa just talking
to the Dems. He'd have lost
more votes than he would
have gained.”

To open new chartor
achools next year, the bill
would have to pass by Dec. 31
allowing the raised cap to go
into effect in April. The legia-
lature is scheduled to adjourn
Dec. 8, and that means thero
will no longer be time for a
required five-day layover
between house and senate ...
unless lawmakers decide to
ignore their own rulea.

“They'll find a way,” Gos-
selin said, stating confidently
that the bill can still be
pasaed before legislators take
off for Christmns break.

House Bill 4708, initially
introduced by Rep. LaMar
Lemmons (D-Detroit) but
now aignificantly rewritten,
would raise the cap on char-
ter achoola set up through
universities from 150 to 200
next year. ARer that, the cap
would inerease 25 per year.
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Democrats say bill is ‘racist,” ‘union busting”

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
Prmclpull and supervisory
personnel in local school districts
dodged a legislative bullet
Wedneaday, They'l! retain the
right to form unions and engage
in collective bargaining ... but
not those in the city of Detroit.
Republican lawmakers voted

.to narrow a proposed ban on

unionization of school district
administrators to the city of
Detroit only.

That drew a furious response
from Democrats.

“This bill is both racist and
union busting, and the people of

this atate will not forget,” Rep.
Lynne Martinez (D-Lansing)
said in anger during the debate
on the House floor,

“There is no excuse for this
pol(tmal bnd,v to pass bill after
bill after bill d the

]
E_ PRINCIPALS,
SUPERVISORS

looialnti

peo-
ple of one city in the state, a city
about which you know nothing
nnd wish to have no responsibili-

Verbiusu from  Detroit
Democrats was even harsher,

Rep. Irma Clark (D-Detroit)
called the proposal “disgusting”
and labeled the House of Repre-
Bentatives a promtutiun ring”
for considering it.

“Maybe we should pass some

Call 248-477-8616__ |

RS AT

s

X— e ﬂ‘“
%,

. Prlces range lrom 359955%[

* Basic features include Pentium processors,
CD-ROM drives, floppy drives, amt Active
Color displays!

« Noed your comwlw fixed or upgraded?
4, We do that too!

'%

We offer gleul SIUDENF DISCOUNTSSS' 4
T

” 441 onr ~‘9:

We Buy, Sell,
Trade & Lease!

Y2K
Upgrades

%
’3

FAMILY
What better place to
GATHERING CALL
stay than the fiote! created
FOR DIPLOMACY
by business people?
AND NEGOTIATION,
Escape check pinching aunts. Stay at Courtyard
and enjoy special weekend rates. And don’t forget
our breakfast buffet - but with all those relatives,
you won’t need us to remind you to eat.

:I'HE HOTEL DESIGNED BY BUSINESS TRAVELERS™

Located at 42700 11 M¥e Road (next to Novi Town Centser) Novi, NI 48375
Rates from $49 - 379. Call (248) 380-1234 or 1-800-3212212

for the rest of the

.atate,” said Rep, Bob Brown (D-

rn Helghta).

Republicans bristled at the
charge of raciem. Sen. Leon
Stille (R-Spring Lake) said he
hed listened to the House debate
and found it emban'nnng

“This is about improving edu-
cation in the City of Detroit,”
Rep. Gene DeRossett (R-Manch-

ester) said. “If we were racist,

why would we cara?”

As initially proposed, Senate
Bili 663, sponsored by Sen.
Loren Bensiett (R-Canton) would
have ban unionl fer all -:hoal
principals and su;
the state. He uld he had been
spurred to introduce the bill by
last fall's teacher strike in
Detroit. Some principals, he
said, joined teachers on the pick-
et lines.

“When the bill left this cham-
ber, it was good public policy,”
Bennett said. “There ought to be
a definite distinction between
labor and management. But the
House pared it dnwn to & num-
ber of di hools dis-

tricta. This amendment further
narrows it down to just the City
of Detroit.”

“Let’s deal,” Stille argued,
“with only the one city where it
is & problem.”

On the Detroit-only version ol
the bill, Senators voted 22-16 to
approve.

Here's how area senators
oted:

v ;

Yes — Sens. Bill Bullard (R*
Highland), Mat Dunaskiss (R-
Lake Orion) and Shirley Johnson
(R-Rayal Qak).

No — Sens. John D. Cherry Jr.
(D-Clio} and Gary Petera (D-
Bl 1d),
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