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.« . MONDAY

Deal me in, Dave: Join the

Farmington Single Pro-

fessionals for cards and

dinner from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. at Cowley’s Old Vil-
lage Inn in downtown

Farmington.

. TUESDAY

Wadaya know, Joe? US.
Rep. Joe Knollenberg will
address the Farmington
Rotary at noon at the
Brass Pointe restaurant
at Orchard Lake and 10
Mile roads. The public is
welcome. Lunch is $10.

- WEDNESDAY

Look on the bright slde:
The Optimist Club meets
at 7:30 a.m. at San Mari-
no’s On the Tee restau-
rant.

. ..~ " THURSDAY
Talk, tats, talk: The Wind-
* baggere/ Toastmasters
Club meets 6:30-8:30 p.m.
_at Kerby's Koney Island,
21200 Haggerty, th Farm:
ington Hills.

{

DAY

Grab some coffee: People
ages 16-25 can enjoy the
relaxing atmosphere of
The Basement Coffee- .
house from 8 p.m. to mid-
night every Friday at the
Harvest Temple Worship
Center, 23233 Drake,
Farmington Hills,
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BY JON1 HUBRKD
AFY WRITSR
Jjhubred@oe.iomecomm.not

Imagine cramming soven college
coursos into 10 weeks, ail the while
working in a high-stross career snd
coping with tho joyd anid challenges of
family lifo, T

Forty police officers from throughout
Michi s A the Tetion of

ington

_Serving F&rmington and Farmington Hills for 113 years

Command. Among them were Farm-
ington Hills Polico Lt, Gilbert Kohla,
Sgt. Craig Summers, Sgt, Timothy
Connor and Sgt. Timothy Swanson.
Police Chief Bill Dwyer said the
institute’s 132nd acesion represented
the first timo the achool cams to the

officers, instead of the other way

around, | O, Jo
.. “We're the first local agoncy that hai

that Friday, ¢ d

from Glen Oaks Country Club as grad-
uates of Northwestern University Traf-
fie Instituta’s School of Folice Staff end

ught the Northweatern ataff to-the
ity,” ho said. “Beeat 3!
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Hills hosts regional police school
Farmington Hills hosted the Northwestern
University Traffic Institute’s School of Police
§ Staff and Command recently, placing four

officers in the graduating cfass of 40 officers
from around the state. .

training. I'm very proud wo were able
to do this.” . :
Farmington Hills staff hel set up
the sossions, which werse hold for o
aolid week, once o month, at the
Costick Activities Centor on 11 Mile
Road, Whatever costs the department

SevingT -FIVELCENTS

studying during the throe wecks
between classes. Connor said he and
his classmates, faced with stacks of
textbooks, three-ring binders and other
materials, may have wondered what
they wers getting themselves into,

B C::rn(nx frotp Wayne, Eaton and

incurred in refresh ts and ataff
time waro moro than offset by the fact
that hosting meant Farmington Hills'
four officeras hnd their $4,000 tuitlon

paid.

But being involved has meant much
more for the department, Dwyer said.

“The payoff is thesa people have not
anly gone through one of the most pres-
tiglous command schools in the U.8,,
but also what they bring back to the
department and the i ion with

able to coordinnte this, it allowed offi-

cers to be in their positions with their

departments and still get this valuable

we were.

ghout the state ond
the knawledge they've gained,” ho said.
* Btudents put in a total of 350 hours
class time, plus hundreds of hours

the University of
Michigan and 22 local police and public
safety departmonts, the officers had
varied backgrounds nnd came from
communities lnrge and amall, metro
and out-state, Altogether, thoy repre-
sent agencics that employ more than
8,600 [aw officers, cover nearly 2,000
square miles and serve a population of
2.6 million people, Chief Dwyer said.
Still, they all found common ground.
“We graduated os team,” he told the
graduation day audience of more than
120 police chiefs, law enforcemont
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Gathering ends with a saliite_

and farewell to fallen captain

‘asz nusic;and Jovial conversation
od ths

: ing sky outaide

Al
The Burroughs Home.

denly was neatly: X

But nobody bstherad to’tell theso
World War II voteruna‘and their gueits
th ther ovening's worth of festivi-
“Tact, L.CIG-480
communications man Lon Rochon, of
Belleville, kept the ovening going with
somo livaly recalloctions of how taugh it
was to find surviving crew mombers
when the firet couple reunions were orga-
nized in the mid-1980a. '

Dospita & hoarss voice due to continu-
ous story tolling, Rochon romembored
being recruited, on the pun, to track
down the sailors he spent two yonrs with,
The first step entailed doing rescarch at
a library, in hopea of tracking down
about 16 guys, ~ .

‘Ed (ll-a,¥l was one particular LCIG-460
camrade he had an intercsting experi-
once trying to find, At the first reunion,
people came up to Rochon and asked,
“Where's Ed Gray?” - '

That bocame T:iu a %udu[ for Rochon.

find :

Gray,” Rochon sald,

| flankad atthe tabl by bis
‘wife, Helen, and LaBelle g

" Almioit anbellevably, the sekchd day of [
the 14th annu Navy Landing -
Infantry. 450 reilpion sud-

Top 20: From left, reunion-goers Vaughn Hampton, John Socha,
Tom Campbell and Jack Manuel were among 20 members of the
LCIG-460 at the three-day festivities.

“people were ticked off about it. So 1
went home and made up my mind | wes
going to find Ed Gray” for the second
reunion, Rochon continued.

After determining that Gray hailed
from & small Maryland town, he checked
it out on the map and wrote o letter to

the local chamber of com-
mercee,

*“I knew damn well they

g didn't have one {chamber

AECALLING

Roas, the wife of

Roes. Several others
stopped by to lieten,
including Ed G and George Kern

. Find just what you rieed,
from toy soldiers to dining
room tables in today’s
:HomeTown Classifieds!
|

6 63174 10006 4

of Farmington; Goossens and Kern co-
organized the Ft. Myers, Fla. get-togeth-
or held Nov. 18-21,

of commerce),” Rochon
said. “The post office got
the lotter and sent it to
the town's volunteor fire department.
‘They had a meeting the last Sunday in
September, And, the chief opened the lot-
ter up and he sid “Thia guy’s looking for

Ed Gray.' Nobody knew anybody naméd
Ed Gray.” .

A couple months later, o woman want-
ed to organize a Christmas party for
everybody in town,

Finding old friends

The only adequate building for such an
occnsion wan the fire hall. Ono of the
party organizers asked the fire chief for
permission to use the facility. The OK
was given, with the stipulation that the
room be cleaned up afterward.

Paperwork to reserve the hall needed
to bo comploted, the fire chief explained
Near tho desk was a waste paper basket
that apparently hadn't been emptied out
sinca September, Lo and behotd, Rochen's

Editor's uots: This marks the sec-
ond of Iwo alocies ebout the
racent Florida reunion of 8 World
War if Novy gunbost crow, A Fam»
inglon man coorganized the event,

lettor about how to find Ed Gray
remained in the basket, unopened.
A woman fished the letter out, opencd

" it and read it. She said sho knew a family

named Gray that lived around Frederick,
land. Sure enough, Ed Gray turned

Maryl
- out'to be related to that family, Rochon
) :::sinved. The letter finally was deliv-

“On Christmas Eve,” Rochon sald, “my

telephone rang and he says “This is Ed

Gray, who in the hell are you?*

Rochon later went to sea his old friend
in person, and Qray — who was on hravy
medication at the time for a heart condi-
tlon - atill did not recognize him.

*He g0id he didn't remember unything
about me,” Rochen said, *... And /
relieved him so that he could come home™
from the war.

Two months later, Rochon happencd to
be isi Virginia visiting refatives and tele-
phoned Gray.

“I sald ‘T'm in Virginia and I'll be there
in about 36 minptes,”™ he snid. “So when |
got there, he was sitting ot the end of his
driveway in a lawn chair, with a bascbail
hat on with *450' on it. ... When I got out
of the pick-up truck he recognized me.”

Only because of Rochon’s persistence,
Gray did show up at the second LCIG-
450 reunion and has been a regular
attendee ever since.

At the Ft, Myers reunion, Gray enjoyed
card games nnd kibitzed with Kern,
Rochon and others, He still wore & base-
ball hat, too,

“It was a miracle the way it happened,”
eald Rochon, particularly how tﬂn origi-
naol letter was not thrown out despite sit-
ting in the waste basket for three
months.

oase 8o KON, A3

A patients-first approach at Bota-
ford Hospital in keoping the cus-
tomers satlsfied.

8o much so that the Farmington

B Hlllln-hnead hocphfn.l,u‘u.;pod &bu ll’-t ?f
n
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in a just-released performance report
issued by o {um of empl

Botsford tops performance report

H ‘We practice madicine.
But the business we're In
Is truly a hospitality bust-
ness.’ :
" Dr. Ronald Lagerveld
—-emergency room director

A a1

and health care purchasers,
Tho report, put out by the South-

chaser Consortium, focused on how
hoapitals performed in smergency
and cardiac care. Pationta ot Botaford
were surveyoed in early 1999 to deter-
mine level of satisfaction with health
caro servicea,
Botaford acored higheat in the sur-
- vay because and nurses strive
to quickly care for patients who enter
the emergency room and relieve thelr
ain as much as posaible, said Dr.
nald Lagervild, director of the hos-
pital’s emergency room.
*We, probably for the last yenar,
. have put forward this effort at our
(stath) nge,” lmB rvald said, “We
h u ry

P t the
we're In is truly a hospitality busi-
‘Hoes v v Lt . v

cast Michigan Employer and Pur

to Lagervold, o bedside
registration aystem is a key factor in
the top ranking. “It brings all our
resourcea to the patients.”

Those who enter Botsford's urgent
care and emergency room are cvalu-
ated for the seriousncss of their con-
dition and placed into one of 23 beds

hours,” Logerveld said. “Those are
our benchmarks.”

Other arcns whore Boteford did
well included the answers to ques-
tions about whether pationts had
confidence In doctors and nurses and
would they return or refer a friend to
Botaford's emergency depariment,
the doctor said. |

Botaford is a 320-bed toaching hos:
pital, with an emergoncy medicine
residoncy program. Longerveld aaid
the focus on “hospitality” — which i
practiced throughout Botsford -
might have contributed to a signifi-
cant increase in patients,

In 1968, according to available
data, 57,000 people have visited the
hospital. That is up from 1998, when

before they are regh
“When our bed capacity gots full,
thon we might have to revert back to
the other kind of registration,” said
Lagerveld, referring to whore
Enl{enu register befors being taken
ack to the unit, That can be frus-
trating and slow for peaple in pain.
The system enables urgent care
i to be released in 80
Those with more serious medical
neods usually are discharged after
about three hours.
“If they got admitted, we try to get
them to the floor (their room) in four

50,500 paticnts were treated.

Only William Beaumont Hoapital
in Royal Oak aaw more paticnts this
year, Lagerveld said.

How it worked

The ¥ Michigan Empl
and Purchaser Consortium repre-
sents more than one million cus-
tomers, who account for 82 billion in
health care purchases each year.
R ivea from area hospital
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Cities A-OK
with Y2K

BY JoNI HUBRED
STAYY WRITKR
Jhubred@oe.homecomem.net

By now, evn;yone't pretty much
Y2K'd out, but Farmington Hills offi-
ciale have a few final words of ndvico
for surviving the rollover from 1999 to

000.

Firat, don't worry.

*I believe we are, as a city, pre-
pared,” said City Mannger Steve Brock.
*“We're confident as much ns we can be
with things under our jurisdiction.”

City ataflf members have been work-
ing on the ssuc for two yoars to ensure
Brock could make that statement,
Their mission bas been to track down
potential problems that might occur
when computer calendars change from
1989 to 2000,

Because programmers once used two
digits ns a year deaignation to save
memory space, older computer pro-
grams may recognize the “00" aa the
year 1900. Predictions about Y2K
effects have ranged from airplancs
falling from the aky to nothing at all.

Montha of preparation for either
eventunlity started in local municipali-
ties in November 1897. Representa-
tivea from cach city department con-
ducted a city-wide inventory, which

Please see i




