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Searching for a
balance between
literal and abstract

here's a thin layer of ice on the
I small, spring-fed pond outside of
Patrick McCay’s 150-year-old
farmhouse in Franklin.

‘While he could rather casily cap-
ture the stillness with a brush, paint
and canvas, McCay resists the temp-
tation to replicate the image of early
winter.

Thie notion of mere landscape
painting doesn't hold McCay’s atten-
tion. And it's not because he couldn’t
create a striking representation on
canvas.

During his formal education at the
Glasgow Schoo) of Art in the early
19708, McCay learned painting from
the portraitist who claims o hefty fee
for his renditions of Britain's Royal
Family.

A portrait that McCay hurriedly
painted of a female student leans
against the wall in his studio. He
picks it up, noting that it only took
about 46-minutes to capture the

+ expresgion of his subject.

He knows that he, too, could proba-
bly be attracting big money painting
portraits of the rich and famous.

But for now, McCay sets down the
portrait and turns to his own work.
His style, he explains, is somewhere
between the literal and abstract.

A striking chord -
Whether in the academic world or

as he stands before a canvas, McCay

faces the challengo confronted by

" every contemporary artist: How do. > -

. STAFY PROTU BT JEXRY ZOLDNT
Play of tight: Patrick McCay
in his studio in Franklin. -

neries of his latest lushly painted
work inspired by the form of a piane.

*“I really don't know anyene who's
doing this” .

Originality is only one of the fea-
tures of McCay’s recent work, cur-
rently on exhibit at a gallery in Tole-
do, He refers to his convas as having
*residual references” and “clues” to
draw the viewer into his work.

. you creato .

What: Plono Paintings | 8omething truly
by Petrick MeCey | original?
Where: 20 N. Gaflery. “Everything
ﬁooos‘o'ruo o) that can be
gazios” L Nionetoacan:
Jon. 7 * | vas,” he said,
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Cherished

fairy tale
presented
as opera

BIAYY WRITER
arhein@oohomecomm.net

As best a8 Dina Kessler can reeall,
the idea for her and Patricia Willing-
ton to start Great Lakes Lyric Opern
was when both were on a bus ride
through the upper peninsula while
touring with the Michigan Opera The-
atre's traveling company.

“I think I looked at Pat and said,
“Why don't we have this on our area?”
said Kessler of Royal Oak.

‘That query planted the sced for the
family-oriented opera company that
makes its premier on Tuesday, Dec.
21, with o performance of the classic
children's tale, “Hanse] and Gretel,” ot
the Southfield Centre for the Arts.

“We'll be performing it in English
rather than German. We'd like the
audience to get exposed to the music
without having to pay attention to
subtitles,” said Kessler, who plays Gre-
tel to Willington's Hansel, .

The 1893 Engelbert Humperdinck
play was also chosen becouse it's often
performed
around Christ-
mas, has a
small cast and
can casily be
cut down to an
hour to accom-
modate short-
er attention
spans.

“We're also
pointing out
lessons like
don't talk b:o
strangers, obey
your parents childron over S yeurs .
and how to gzgm (48 424 - -
work h . L
with siblings
to solve a problem. The ploy is old, but
the messoge {a timeless,” snid Keaaler.

It's a little acary, too. The witch,
Pameln Schiffer of Rochester, plays the
part with o combination of humor and
{right. The set, costumes and props
are also expected to be quite lively.

Both Keasler, a featured performer
with the Michigan Bach Festival, and
Southfield resident Willington, who
has appeared with opera companics
throughout England, Belgium and the
United States, are veteran singurs and
performers in the Detroit area.

The duo plans to put on two or three
shows a year, including adult operas,
By npring, they hope to hold auditions
for their next production, They expect
to take the current production of
“Hansel and Gretel” into Detroit

What: "Hansel and  *
Gretel,” 8 holiday . * |
musicel presented by -
the Grest Lokes Lyric -

. -
Wheet: 10 a.m, and 7
p.m, Tuosday, Doc. 21
Where: Southfieid
Centre for the Arts, ¢
24350 Southfield Road,
Southfleic

Tickats: General
odmission $5. .
Recommended for

schools.

Willingten’s brother, John Ginier,
who owns a production company, pro-
vided an initial sum to get the compa-
ny started. And Kessler plans on
applying for grants as soon as their
first production is behind them.

“We're not in this to make a lot of
money,” said Kessler. .

Starting an opera company in the
northern suburba was a way that both
Kessler nnd Willington could stay
near their young children, keep per-
forming and have control over the pro-
duction.

“That’s what it's all about,” said
Kessler. “We're dolng what we want to
do”

J. Geils pro
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“When people ‘make !
th.c;a’a an energy about the work,” he
said.

Too literal and people will look past
the paint and think thoy’re staring at
s photo. Too abstract and people will
feel dinaffected, Somewhere in
betwoen, he hopes, therc's a connec: .
tion with the artist. R i
. McCay granted righta to the image

from his painting, "Concerto in Red,”

to be used for a scholarly book about
piano compositions. And recently, ha's
been contacted by people from the

Baldwin piano company for a paint.

ing to hang in their corporate head-

uariers,

qt
The piano motif, he admits, has
struck a popular chord. (Pun not

yourface J. Geils fan. Yes, he knows every word of
Peter Wolf's rapping song introdictions.
Forget Y2K! New Year’s Eve 1999 ia going to pro-
duce D.K. and a whole lot more.
Basslat Danny Klein :}l‘ad the other five members of
e

: Thix reporter is an unabashed, in-

Auburn Hitls, Auburm
Hilis (East of 478)
Thetwhss 009,50,

greatdat party band in the
land - the one, the only
.Geils Band - will rock in
tha um like only they
can on New Year’s Eve ot Tha
“{ Palace of Auburn Hills: ’
Rocking with the likes of
-voeslist and front man Peter
Wolf, guitarist J. Gells, har-

$79.80,89030 ond - '| monica player Magic Dick,
“""‘.'m('“ keyboardist Seth Justman,
e D.K. and new drummer Sim
puichees of ticket by Cain has always produced
Y , one chid per | unmatchod  party-hardy
schult), ool (348) 845 | excitement.

ﬁ" This one promises to sur-

pass the rest.

mises nothin’ but ultimate

Rockin’ in 2000: The J. Geils Band looks a
bit older; but don't dare tell them that
they've mellowed. '

arty.

Y2K House Party

“We are totally focused on rocking the city of
Detrait,” said Justman, taking time out during a
recent rehearaal.

“We're committed to rock the Motor City because
we have special appreciation for our fans there.

“We know Detroit in just a great music city with a
Iot of erazy fans nnd we wauldn't want to be any-
where else on New Year's Eve”

Reuniting for @ mini tour last summer sfter 17
years of going in different directions, the band found
out thoy still contained the hard-driving encrgy and
enthusinsm that rocked the waorld for millions of
their loyal fans,

“It's like wo never left,” aaid Klein when asked
about being back together on atage for the first time

. since 1983, "We just wanted to play together agoin.”

And play together they did as threo sold out July
shows at Pine Knob brought back memariea of the
late "70s and early '80s when five and six consecutive
nights of electrifying, doncing on the ceiling, dancing
on floor bluesy rock ‘n’ roil kepl everyone coming

+ through the door. .
* It waa nlways, on only Wolf can command, a House
y. .
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