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NeW kldS tltles make great glft 1deas

Vvicor Duz |
SPECIAL WRITRR

Want t}; make this final Christmas of tho
century truly memorablo for that spacin)
youngster on your list? Any of the following
booka will prove to be a gift that continucs
giving, even ns we move into the next mil-
lennium:

“Hector 7,” by David Wicsner (Clarion
Books, $16).

This onchanting plcture book by the
suthor/illustrator of “June 29, 1888 con-
tains not a single word of text, but la
nonetholess an cxtrnurdinnry literary expe-
rlence. Evor engaging, someotimes comical,
and ultihately moving, “Sector 7° shows us
an imaginative schoolboy who, on a *field
trip” with his class visits the Empire, State
Building’s obscrvation deck. There, he mecta
a companionable cumulus who whisks him
awny to Sector 7, a magical place in the sky
where clouds are designed and manufac-
tured,

The concluding scenes of this book are
truly oxceptional both in themaelves and in
how they are exquisitely linked to the pre-
ceding pages. .

“Knock at a Btnn A Child’s Introduc-
tion to Poetry,” by X.J. Kennody and
Dorothy Kennedy. illustrated by Karon
Leo Baker (Lmlu. Brown and Co., $10.85).

This nowly-revised cdition of “Knock at a
Star” is all about the delighta of words and

wordplay. In soctions titled “What Do
Poems Do?,” “What's Inside a Poem?,” “Spe-
ciol Kinds of Postry,” and “Do It Yourself,”
kida can enjoy becoming better versed with
vorse, .

From snonymously writtén nonsenso
rhymea to the warks of auch greats as John
Updike, William Carlos Williams, Robert
Frost, Michigan's Theodore Roothke, and
many more, thia well-organized anthology
more than lives up to its subtitle. Bost of all,
it's a book tho entire family can savor
together,

“The Very Noisy Night,” by Diana
Hendry; illustrated by Jane Chapman (Dut-
ton, $16.99).

Little Mouse is trying to be brave, but the
wind ia making a frightful racket. Ditto for
that spooky old owl, and a “burglar” bent on
breaking into the tiny mouse house (said
“burglar” is a tree limb, scratching at a win-
daw), Big Mause ultimately succeeds in pro-
viding juat the right touch of cozy comfort,
however, and all ends happily in thia charm-
ing bedtime mouse tale.

Thore's definitely nothing mousy about
Chapman's artwork. It's as calarful and fun
to look at ns your granny’s crazy quilt.

“Hore Comes Mother Goose,” edited by
Ionn Opig; illustrated by Rosemary Wells
(Candlewick Press, $21.98).

In this fat volume, Wells' lively artwork .

adds new punch end pizzazz to such classic
favorites as “Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary,”

“Pease Porridge Hot,” “An I Was Going to St.
Ives,” and “Bobby Shaftoe.”

Some verses ~ such aa “What Are Little
Girls Made of?" - have been freshened with
n y twint, Th h tho zany
cant of characters is headed up by dozens of
our furred and feathered frionds. Ducks,
chicks, hamaters, kittens, bunniea, and (of
course) geeso abound.

“The Gargoyle on the Roof,” by Jack
Prelutaky; illustrated by Poter Sis (Green-
willow Books, $18),

Though tiny tota may be spooked (eape-
cially at bedtime), older kids will probably
find this inventive colloction a spine-tin.
gling, rib-tickling delight. In versca like
“Mother Gargoyle's Lullaby,” “Bugaboo,”
“My Sister is & Werewolf,” and “A Vampire
Speaks of Grooming,” Prelutsky displays his
wonderful way with weird. Sis’ oddly tinted
iNlustrations add yet another turn to the
bizarre bill, and hit the spot precisely.

“The Birchbark House,” by Louise
Erdrich (Hyperion, $14.98).

A National Book Award finalist, “The
Birchbark House" tells the engrossing story
of an Ojibwa gir! growing up in the Lake
Superior region in the mid-19th century.

For the legions who enjoyed Laura Ingalls
Wilder's “Little House on the Prairie,” this
book may hold special appeal. It is Erdrich'a
(“Love Medicine™) fivst novel for young read-
ers.

Special books provide lifetime of enrichment
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You know what is is even
before you tear off the rectangu-
lar wrapping, but a book still is
one of the moat rewarding gifts
to receive, and to give:

more with “The Barefoot Book of
Stories from the Opera” (Bare-
foot Books, $19.95 hardcover).
Soven operas, including Ben-
jamin Britten's “The Little
Sweop,” Richard Wagner's “The

Flying Dutchmean” and Wolfgang
Amadeaus Mozart's “The Magic
Flute” ave retold by Shahrukh
Husain, with illustrations by
‘James Mayhow.

W “The Ballet Book” (Firefly
Books, $18.85 hardcover, $12.95
paperback) ie the classical ballet
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guide from tho National Ballet
School of Canada.

For grown-up minds

You won't find any pretty post-
card pbotoa of Europe and Great
Britair. in “Brandt: The Photog-
raphy of Bill Brandt” (Abrams,
$75 hordcaver), by Bill Jay and
Nigel Warburton. Brandt'a
black-snd-white plctures make o
grittier, loss opulent, but still
robust portrait of the Europeans
and eagecially the British,

The pictures capture tha con-
trasta of rich and poor and peace
and wai through tho 19303 and | .. -
1940s, '

Houss where the noted or
notoriow once lived aro fascinat-
ing bectuse what they reveal
about thsir former inhabitants.
“If Thia House Could Talk...”
(Simon & Schuster, $35 hardcov-
er), by Elizabeth Smith Brown-
stein, ia e tour in print of such
places asa Lower East Side ten-
ement in New York City;
Eleanor Roosevelt's Val-Kill Cot-
tage in Hyde Park, N.Y.;
William Rondolph Hearst's fabu-
loua esiate at San Simeon,
Calif.; end Abraham Lincoln’s
housoe in Springfield, Ill,, among
others,

B *Chroniele of the Old Testa-
ment Kings” (Thames & Hud-
son, $3495 hardcover), by John
Rogerao, covers 1,600 years of
history »f the leadera of Isrnel,
fram the Ancestors through the
united monarchy under David
and Solemon, the destruction of
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar,
the ruls of Persia and Greece,
and ultimately, Roman domina-
tion,

B “I}) Be Home for Christ-
mas* wis the title of a favorite
sontimintal tune of the World
War Il years and zlso is title of n
now bk (Delacorte Press, $24

) showcasing p
of tho era, from the archives of
the Library of Congress.

Thoy 'show not only American
soldiers colebrating the holiday
while serving abroad but people
on the homefront, including
Japanese-Americans who were
interned during the war.

B “A Tronsury of African-
American Christmas Stories,
Volume iI” {Henry Holt, $20
hardcover), collected by Bottye
Collier-Thomas, continues the
ro-diacovery of long-forgotten
storica apd paems once pub-
lished in black newspapera and
journals. |

For the xoung in age,
outlook

® It's "The Ultimate LEGO
Book™ (DK Publishing, $19.95
hardeover), tolls how these
addictive plastic bricks have fas-
cinated chnidren and ndults
alike,

The book lhuwa how thoso
simple toys have been mado into
fabulous sculptures and con-
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See your Chevrolet Dealer or go 10 www.chevrolet.conv/yearendd for more information.
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