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Tickots for the
Saturday Jan, 8,
2000, “Grand Re-
Opening” of tho
Civic Theatre
gulo are "going
liko crazy,” said
Farmington City
Manager Frank

uholY,

He anid only
about 70 of the
360 ticketa
remainod aa of

Monday., They COM‘ING' .
can be ohtainod [ERALIGTRIDL)
(l:llm)ck Jgr c‘uuh

only) at Farining-

Lony City Hall, thoy will be open
23800 Liberty from B:30 a.m. to

4:30 p.m. Monday,
Dac. 27, through
W;adnuaduy. Doe,
2

Streat. Only 268
tickets woro orlgi-
null{ availablo,
City offices will
he closod, today
and tomorrow. But

Tickets are aub-
Juct to availnbility,
Lauhoff sald,

Y

Fired up: An architect was
tapped to begin develop-
ing plans [ar a new Farm-
ington Hills fire sta-
tion./A2

Clvli War revisited: Arti-
facts help teacher bring
18608 North-South show-
down back to life for Our
Lady of Sorrows

students, /A3

Pot gifts: Boitled water,
sweaters, toys...no, not
gifta for people, gifta for
pets./BL

Party of the century:
Planners have a variety of
creative ways to greet the
new year./D8
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- Be aure to ask about this .
money-saving card
when you
renew your
subscription to your
Hometown New-paper:
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Strict ding to

release etalll of a orisia intervent on

work in conj uncfion with other Oakland
County districts and law enforcement agen-

1 board m will
lan
an enables the district to

A policy for “Safe Bchools nndeHnll
Managomont” in the district had ita
firat rundlnz at the board's Tucsday,

for
“critical incidenta” that threaton tho
safety of students and Farmington
school district omployees wiil be
unvelled noxt month by the board of
education,

Dee, 14, Tho second ronding
and adoption in expectod for Tueaday,
Jund 11, said Buperintendent Bob Max-

flel
According to the policy, subject to
final changes, guidelines “will jnclude

observer-eccentric.cont

. | (4 . @ ‘ : ‘IMWMM‘NTmIIIu;'
| District to unveil ‘safe schools’ plan

genera} building and transportation
security fsues and will nmglluh pro-
tocols for rosponding to eritical inci-
denta” both district-wide and building-

by-building.
Thaose would bo reviewed

ali

LTIt

SEventy: Five Ginem

son, director of Bafe/Drug Free Bchoﬂll,
helped spur the diatrict's plan, Max.:
field sald.

Board mombers, ot the Dec, 14 mub-
Ing. also npproved a roeolution to par-,

every thr\m yoars,

“A Bafe Bchoala and Crisls Manage-
ment Plan wae in the works long
before Littleton (in April 1989)," Max-
field said. *... Local planning in at the

heartof renponllbln approach” to’

emergencies,

Input from tha Farmington Hills
Police Dapartment, Farmington Public
Bafoty Dopartment, high nchool nollc«

in a statowlda school aafety:
information notwork and adopt the so-
called Onkland County Plan for anfe’
schools,

About the latter, there aro 21'
raportable offonaes, including a bomb
threat, hostage aituntion, bua Incident,
parsonal threat, sexual assnult, denth
at a school site (Including auicide) and’
diaruptive student, *“Whatever thnt
means,” Maxfield went on.

linison officers and

Ploass soo ‘m
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nays. In only a fow short minutes with your

child, these men can magically discern i
Juatin or Jessica haa heen had or good. For the
wholo year,

As iTthat waren't impressive onough, thoy alsa
respond npproprintely to your child'a personality.
Qutgolng and encrgetic, or cautious nnd quiet; they
pick up the signs jn a flash and know just what. to
gay or do,

And hore's tha scary part. Many aren S8onta
Clauses any they can get a pretty good indieation of
parents’ character and domoanor by obaerving
them aa thoy stand in line with their offapring.

8o you ndults had botter be good for goodnoss
snke, says Eric Stopa, who has donned the red ault
and stocking cap on and off for 11 .years, including
the Inst three in downtown Plymouth's Kellogg
Park for the city's annual Chrmmns tree lighting

.coremany.

Preclous moments

.. *Ranlly thaugh, T think tho 8eat thing is hoing .
-ablo to liston to the kids and not woiry about the
paronts,” the Plymouth resident says, “Fhe moment
n child is with you {s preclous and if you hnndla it
right thera Is an immedinto bond.”

For *Santa” Jnck Lawing of Livonia there is no
better timo in the world than the 90 seconds or two
minutes o chitd spends in his lap, "1'm very gontle
with them. Even though its a short visit, the key to
being a geod Sunta is to go very slow and not force
any kind of discusstun out of them.”

Lawing, 58 and o retired Farmington Public
Schools administratar, hne como down from the

they were simpl
lly

ing with the jolly old clf.

oh, thay knaw, Yos, they do. Just like tho song

You gotta believe:
antas ° see mto hearts of chlldren

»

mmmm-vmu.lmnmw
it's lonely at the top: /¢ appears that everyane is
ignoring Santa at last year's Canton Seniors
party at the Sumnut on the Park, but in reality
lining up for Tunch after visit-

An armful: Santa holds Michaela Keils of Farmington Hills, 6 weeks, and her sister
Olivia, botl dressed for the visit with the jolly fat man at Laurel Park Place recently.:

North Polo to Livanias Laure] Park Place for the
firet time this year, He's proviously played Santa at
sachools, for carparate functions and private
partios,

*Santa” Joo Homick nnd “Santa” Andy
Barnaby ahare time playing the jolly guy at
Westland Shopping Centor. Plymouth resi.
dent Homick takea the marning shilt and
gau a soft apot in his heart for cortain chil-

ron.

“Wo had s group of special sducation kids
vinlting,” he said on a recent snowy, aluahy
day. He showed off soma of the sign lan-
guage expresaions ho haa mastered to talk
with hearing-impoaired youngstors,

“1 Just can't describe it in wards, 1 get
,go0se bumps.”

They aro paid for their time and oxportise.
And most will acknowledgo that their pres-
encu in meant to boost holidey sules, But
Christmas tradition and a gonuine love of
children are strong mativating factors for
their work, aren Santas bolieve,

. pitchea - it waun't always thnt way,

-made hia rounds in the 18th century,

BTAT? PUOTV BY PALL JIURACTRANY

An American tradition .
Whilo Santa Claus may seem these days tobea *

figmunt of Amorican commercialism —~ what with all

hia mal} appearanced and tho endless atream of TV ¢

The American incarnation of St. Nicholus actun
ly has Dutch roota. It was enrly Dutch sottlors in
New Amatordam (New York) who bogan telling sto->¢
ries of Sinta Klass, a merry old man carrying the
splrit of Chriatmas around in 8 large anck, as he

Paet Cloment C. Moaro and newspapor rnnmnht
‘Thomas Nast litorally rounded out our holiday hero
{nto.the figure we grect nnch Dec, 25 with milk and
cookies sot near the fireplace,

Moore’s 1823 poem, "A Visit from St. Nicholus,”
doaeribod the chimney entrance und cherry-red
choeka to n T, Moore was reportedly insplired by a
Chrirtman Eve aleigh ride with his childron,

‘The whimsical peem was a bit of a departure for
an nutlmr whosuo most notable prior work was the

Please seo lhm
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Youth Summit

Students talk about tougher
drunk driving penalties

EtV TIM sm-m
uml!hmhnmwomm.nﬂ

During last week's Youth Summit,
teonnge atudonta in Farmington Publio
8chools lonrned that somo pretty
sovere conaequencea confront those
who choose to drink and drive,

They nlso found out that peor prea-
sure can be a good thing, particulatly
l:"lt holpl sloer clnnmatel away from
the

“How many in thia room havo heard
of the tevm poor preasure?” asked
Duane Fox, police lialson officer at
North Farmington High 8chool during
-the summit held at the Farmington
Trainlng Center.**How many have
hoard about: mfulvc poer. prossura?
How about positive pesr prosaure?”

pproximately the agme nismber of
student lenders fram various high

'_—“'m_m

lulll’lvml' mm
QBA: S!udent Jessica Sapik asked a question about a teen’s legal

liability if the adult dnpar of the car they are riding in is under
the influence of aléohal. The anawer is that they are not legally
in trouble, but they ane in physical danger.

Council
won’t
‘duck’
fowl iss

By JoN1 HUBRRD
HTAYY WRITRR
Jhubrod@os.h B
r{‘ oufli they may‘turﬂe a fow ']
fonthora, Farmington Hills City
“Council témbers intraduced an
ordlnnncn Monday dulgnml to }
"dimi A grawing
wate; fawl, ln lome naiduhlh\l
amuu
“Weo Qo i\nvc sgme significant
casoa jny this ty,” snid city attor-
noy John Donphud, “We think thin
in gnlm to be an' effoctive tool.”
fficiala first canaldered an ordi-
nnnco in Wnbor. baaed on con-




