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Letters to the editor: If you write ’em, we’ll print ’em

tteative readers of this column

know that my regular is

to solicit rupnnnel to it -

outraged, whatever - either

by phone or e-mail. 1 generally also ask

poermission from senders to have their

reactions printed in the newspaper as
latters to the editor.

I've always felt that letters to the edi-
tor are an essentisl, vxtalpunufahomc
town paper. As a columnist, I consider
iten obuntion to print reader mcﬁom
to what I write. Moreover, running let-
ters to the editor, especially if there js a
::lnvy eomm&.éhy issue up forfdebnw.

ps make per an open forum of
eommumtycpin.r.

8o over the years I've tried to make

mit them for publication. Our policy has
been to print as many letters as we can,
subject anly to making sure that letters
we receive are in fact written by the
perlon who signs them and checking
them for libel, alander and other consid-
erations of good taste.

Imagine my surpriss, then, at receiv-

Be clear about the rules

ing a letter the other day uclike any [
have received iu my entire 35 years in
this businoss,

“Apparently, the policy of your news-
paper is to print all letters to the editor
short of the use of blasphemy or false
accusation. ..

{ that u paper would
pnntnl!lauenwtheed.\wr 1 am not
nwnre of agy other newspaper with this

‘MyhthuuoedmeWeuhm:
Bay City Times and Detroit Free Press
and would occasionally have one print-
od. However, 80 of whatever he
mhendedupmmﬂwrofthaadl-
tor's office.”

Aent e absclutel

. 1 find it extremely"

" PHILP POWER

“The problem that this (printing all
letters received) causes is that commu-
mty 1 can

ductive to the

and
opu'nbm ofa aty It is very difficult to
ﬁnul.l! all 'hg-
paper u.m y ows
tion of personal attacks m
become weekly rudu:( . I wonld
thiok that the newspaper ‘has soms
respopsibility to limit the acceds of
chron(c complainers to the lstters

I'vnptuldmn.lunmy

ha.bupwﬂutbm-&-umuu

munity. Andn-tml:mthariv

s difference between a gadfly sand & |
chronic troublecoaker who bas an ax

regulari
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dent has a point. ln-nyeomnumh
ﬂwnm ways a

mrva.' Al"e} d d it,

My io right.
In muat of the big city papers, some-
thmhkewpemmdthaletunw
the editor that are sut d wind up

doing everything
‘u can to make the home towns we
serve guod places for folh w live. We

on the floar of the editor’s office. 'ﬂmt’:
one of the things that distinguishes a
home town community newspaper like
this one from our big city brethren,

As set out in our mission statement,
one of our fundamental business pur-
poses is to “nurture the communities we

be part of

our
the community rather '.bnn standing .

apart, and so we feel that printing as
many letters to the editor as we can
Jbelps the paper perform » useful func-
tion as & comsmunity forum,

But the letter 1 received went on to
make ancther point.

ox anathar Some call dmn
flies, others style them “community
malcontenta.” Such peopl- are often
regulsr — some would gay
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so satisfying to ublhh
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towns we serve.

PMPwuchexmanaanmﬂ‘wn :

lnd;ud;m-moflhomcm
. i

hd.wve r!d:ﬂy,inmyviuv—ﬂuzm
ypdﬂ:umybelplhhth

pcnyll:ctowmllmmqmpv He wel-
comes your comments, either by voice
maunwmmzmxw orby
#-mail ot ppower@homecomm.net.

of good parenting, lawmakzng, too

et’s not make parents the ularly. As school. The bills allow for fines of didn't deserve it. But today, that - . -child abuse begins as physical disci-
enemy. . Peters has $500 or up to 90 days in jail for par- would be child abuse, Keep in mind . ine.
pointed out,  ents who fail to address the truancy thatwcveseenuveuleusmwhad: ‘Why such varied answers? Because
Raising kids can be a tough job. youngsters problem. were ch d for sl the law does not clearly spell out
They test boundaries, It's natural and value the And, yes, I admit there are some their children in the face. “" what is legal and what isn't when it
normal for them to do eo. I would mobility that  parents who deserve such a penalty. If you ask the authorities how fars  comes to disciplining children.
argue that it is an integral part of .bavingthat When the Wayne County prosecutor’s parent can go in disciplining a young- One Jawmaker told me jt wasn't
growing up. How can you become an driver's office called parents into meetings ster, you are likely to get a wide vari-  spelled out for a resson. They like it
independent adult with ional license about their kids' truancy, fewer than ety of answers, One judge I queried on nebulous, be said, because they can
Iy pushing the limits? allows, Often  half even showed up. the topic said that Michigan's domes-  bring 3 case when & parent seems to
. Bogood parenting is a very fine they count it But there seems to be a trend of tic violence laws, which make it ille- go overboard. Vague laws give police
line. One must set clear rules, enforce more highly  targeting parents for their kids' mis-  gal for one ber of a holdto  and more di i
them eonsimantly and fairly ... and than any- behavior, Many communities now strikg another, could be interpreted to What was that I said about good
know when to give them up as the thing else the have host ordinances, which hold par-  prohibit spanking. But a state senator parenting? It is about setting cear
c);;ld grows in maturity and responsi- authorities ents to account when their youngsters who was there for the debate on that  rules and enforcing them fairly. Per-
bility. could offer or  hold raucous parties in their homes law says it was never intended to out-. hage lawmakers nhoul.d apply the
I raise the point because of 2 set of  take away. But there are also more prohibi w physical discipline. omemdn:dcw rules about
bills proposed by Rep. Gilda Jacobe The bills would also require mlawnboutwhacpuenmcandow Anm.herjudgewldme jpanking is ially if they intead
Huntington Woods) and Sen. Gary  parental notification if the child is discipline youngsters. legal, as long as it is a swat or two oo to hold paunu accountable later for
Peters (D-Bloomfield Township) to sbsent twice in 30 days, and would As a child, T knew what would hap-  the rear or back of the legs, doesn’t failing to discipline their kids. .
address school truancy. allow for court intervention if the pen if I was caught skipping school. leave an injury, and is done with the Mike Malott reports on the local
Overall, it's & good package. The child misses seven days in & month. Dad had a ravor strap reserved for hand rather than a paddle or strap. implications of state and regional
key provision is that it would allow a The that bothers me is that uhnzweof)unludam:mnl When I asked a social worker the events. He can be reached by phone ot
;udgetolupend,ayoumtzr‘ndnveﬂ parents could be held to account for only got to see it once or twice in my same thing, she said she refused to = (248) 634-8219 or by e mail at
Ticense for failing to attend school reg-  their youngsters' feilure to show upin  entire childhood, and never when I endorse spanking because too often mmalott@homecomm.net.
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Plus there's a special treat for you!
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It's time to say goodbye to Santa!
The Somerset Collection is planning a very exciting send-off for Santa this year.
Join the members of the Royal Court in this magical vfarewell to the Jolly Old Eif.

You'll take home a fun package of treats to leave for $anta and his Reindeer with
your own personal message.
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Friday, December 24th

'2:00 p.m.
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