CHAT ROOM

True spirit of
Christmas
must endure

ave you noticed the slow but
H stendy disappearance of
Christmas? In recent years I
have witnessed a trend toward its
demise. Some have objected to public
nativity displays and Salvation Army
bellringers, others to Christmas carols
in the marketplace. [t seems that
Chriatmas is bocoming goneric; in
acheela and the mudm in pamculur,
the
been :hnnged to “the holidays.' "uu-
son of cnnng and sharing,” or “winter
vacation,” to mention a fow.
Christmas appears to have been rel‘
egntud to the category of things not
correet, yot simult
we have begun to recognize and nppm-
ciate concurrent celobrations from
other faiths and cultures such as
Hanukkah or Kwanzaa. In an atmos-
phere supposcdly open to diversity,
how is it Christmas, then, is not
mcludcd? I se0 the lmporumte ln gain-
and under of
_ﬁm traditiona of others, but not at the
oxpense of my own. Where is the
reapect and toleranco for these who
celebrate this holiday?

Date unimportant

Perhaps most surprising, even o
number of hard-line evangelical Chris-
tinn friends no longer celebrate Christ.
mas, some believing since it was never
directed in the Bible by God to cele-
brato the birthday of His Sen, there's
aimply no reasen. Another argument
for opposing its celebration lies with
the potentiality that Dec. 25 is neither
an accurate date nor perhaps even the
correct season,

But whether it's scripturally decreed
or on April 12, I beliove Christmas
must endure forever, 1 feol this strong-
ly, because if a jingle in the air or the
scent of ping can cause even Scrooge to
loosen his grip on the almighty dollar,
if a single hungry person can cat, cots
or blankets can shelter a handful of
homeless people, if a family of meager
meanu recoives gifts they would not
otherwise, if thoae who suffer loneli-
ness are granted evbn tomporary
reprieve, then Christmas ~ by no other
name - is more than worthwhile.

When some porhaps nondescript
notion of sentimentality causes one to
give to another with no strings
attached, who would do away with this
goodwill offort, however short-lived?
Isn't there enough hopelesaness, pain,
and anguish never healed or oven
addressed in a million lifetimea?

If families whose usual interactions
create nothing but discord can hold
their feelinga at bay for a time and
comao together during this season, per-
haps blessings will follow, And if a

ribe — the proapect of gifts ~ works to
altor a child’s bohavior for just a while,
what's the real harm in that?

Experience the magic

Without a doubt, there ia an extremo
amount of commercialiam, but intor-
mingled with the lights and decora-
tions are simple but meaningful kind-
nossos extended for one season. To
thoso who wiah to experionce the
magic, hope reigne supreme in chil-
dren's cyes, in many hearta. Along
vntl': the fun(.u‘wy ia a good measure of
warm fuzzy feelings, occasionally
served up with forgiveness and love.
Christmas can be a time of reconcilia-
tion, joy, wonder, promise.

An & Christian,'I believe Christmas
derthonatrates God's greatest gift to
humanity: himself in the form of a
baby. Through this simple but miracu-
lous human geature, our Creator was
also showing each of us our.most eig-
nificant present to one another — the
gift of ourselves. Truly, isn't it @ small
part of uunelm that we hope to offer
with each gift we give?

Whea comes, 1 will light
my front yard, wrap gifts, pretend
about Sants, worship the Baby-Ki
hoping to kin pei
. and goodwill that silently echa the

true spirit of Christmas. Merry Christ.

Kathie O'Donohue iz a resident of
ington Hills.
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- Pampered pets
Pooches, kitties remembered in gift ngng frenzy:

M Chicken or beef flavored
bottled water, warm winter
sweaters and faux antlers,
gifts for Fido and Fluffy
run the whole gamut.

BY DIANE GALE ANDHRABS!
SPECIAL WRITER

Area retailers are letting their busi-
nessea go to tho dogs . and they're
loving it.

Some people won't
stop at anything when
it comea to pampering
their pets, including
buying them chicken
and beef flavored bot-
tled water, according

to Jerry Prutow, store manager of Pet
Suppllen Plus in Farmington Hills.

While designer water may scem a lit-
tle extravagant, buying dog clothes ia
considered more practical to a lot of

egple. The outfits come in all sizes

colors and might even keep thoir
furry friends warm on those wintry
walks. And no outfit is complete with-
out just the right head gear. Mnkm
suro their pots are strutting in n!yla
with seasonal ware, owners often take
a stroll down the antler and Santa hat
aisle at Pet Suppliea Plus,

on it comes to ﬂlling deo n nnd

gain weight,” Prutow said. “It's like if
we ate a slab of bacon.”

An eight-inch trash can filled with
dog biscuits is another big seller this
year, P‘rutaw added.

Fluffy's
lot to ehoou from ml:ludmg Santn
Claus dog and cat toys.

“People with cats are constantly com-
ing in and buying furry mice and tinsel
balls, because they'ro alwoys getting
lost,” Prutow added,

Pig ears popular
Raw hide and pigs ears, which are
actual smoked pigs ears, are popular
troats for the dog who has nvnrythmg
0 pigs ears are good in modera-
tion, but they're very fattening and if
you give them too many, the dog can

from a decade of watching
people buy just about anything for
thair pets, Prutow, a dog and cat owner
himself, understands their sentiment.

“I was outside painting my house
this summer and I was looking in the
window watching my dog and cat
sloeping and I waa thinking: ‘I want
your job,’ * he said.

Eddie Kohen, president of Joe's Feed

- & Pet Supply in Farmington Hills, also

likes to spoil his dog, a 120 pound
chocolate Labrador, Teddy, who has a
spot on the bed and his favorite furni-
ture.

When asked what limita pet owners
will go to for their pets, Kohen said:
“What won't they buy?”®

“The big thing that people get here
are the all natural human.grade treats
(nat rejects of ingredients that a lot of
dog biscuits are made of),” he snid.

Biscuits and jerky treats are popular,

00.

“That's haw our customers pamper
their pets, by buying them quality food
that you or I would eat,” Kohen added.

Kohen, who said he has never board-
ed his dog, might find Shari Majewski's
business, Pet Au Palr, useful, Majews.
ki pet sits for animals in their homes in
Farmington, Farmington Hilla, West
Bloomfield, Novi and Northville.

She goes into her clients' homes and
takes care of their pets when they're

Busineéss owner works hard

BY JOANNE PORRETTA
SPECIAL WRITER

The children of the St. Vincent and

Sarah Fisher Home have someone
watching over them. Somecone who
cores about their future and thinks

T o 1 BuL S

Voimtoor Judy Dunn in front of her business, Decanter Imports.

Volunteer

about their basic needs.

This benefactor, Judy Dunn, doesn't
stop at caring and thinking about the
center's children. She helps to raise
funds for them.

As co-chair of
the Capital Cam-
paign which recent-
ly raised $4 mil-
lion, Dunn has
added on to twelve
years worth of suc.
cesaful volunteer
fund-raising ¢vents
and committee work for the Farming-
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“If thoy're dogs, I take them for a
walk - I try to keep it like if the owner
was home and what they would do,”
anid Majewski, explaining that she
likes to meet the customers and the
animals before her work begina. *

She charges from $10 to $12,60 a
vigit and can be rcached by cnlling
(248) 407-9300.

“Cats are easy,” she snid. “You fced
them and cleun their litter. Some cats
are real friendly and they want to bu .
petted.”

The height of extravagance? Sumg, .
cat owners splurge for a $200 olectron~
ic litter box that does all the work for
them, An average box coats about $10...

“You don't have to scoop or get near
the (electronic) litter box,” Prutow smd

for kids

thus, all the funds raised the next day
would ga to the children.

Pre-party fundraiser
This pre-party has cvolved as a sud-
cessful fundraiser to the point where
her home-based dinner party - netting
an impreasive $5,000 its firat year,
made $90,000 dollars in 1999, In fact,
the event has gotten so large it was
moved to the grounds of Sarah Fisher
this past June, and included a awing
band and wine auction,
Dunn is the owner of a wine import
busmean ~ Decanter lmpnrts of Lyon
- and has d her tal-

ton Hills center, which is n
home to 60 special needs children. The
center a]su offers a wide variety of out-
reach p

The Cupu.nl Cnmpmgn was designed
to renovate the center's 70-year-old
cottages and concluded last week after
three years’ worth of offort so success-
fully that the cottages are already
redesigned for the comfort and apecial
needs of the children who live there.

Dunn remembers the idea being dis-
cussed at a committee meeting several
years ago with the realization that not

t

enu in mnrknlmg. business sense and
networking finesse to help the children
of St, Vincent and Sarah Fisher Home.
She has also woven her interest in
wine into auctioning rare imports at
events and utilizing her contacts
among wine retailers and suppliers
toward the benefit of the center, .

Dunn has a great amount of respect
for the staff's dovotion in administering
daily care; and acknowledges othér
supporters such as United Way, and
Mary Fisher, daughter of Sarah Fisher,
who alsa d the success of the

only did the cottagos need
nance, but alse required redeaigning to
keep up with the changing nceds of the
children. With issues such as scxual
abuse and drug use, the childron were
coping with problems of such magni-
tude that they required moare privacy
and perhaps more diatancing from one
ancther.

Major changes made .

“There waa a cultural change that
occurred,” explained Dunn. hese
children, they're acting out, they're
frustrated and upset. So today thore
arc 10 bedrooma in cach cottage, all
individual little rooms for the children.
here are individual bathrooms,
individual showers. The whole concept
of the cottages had to v:hnng\!.

Ta assure the campaign’s success,
Dunn made a personal $50,000 contri-
bution, a contribution that helped
bring the total to $4 million.

In addition to the Capital Cam.
paign, Dunn has been involved in the
St. Vincent 'and Sarah Fisher Garden
Party - an annual food and wine cele-
bration/fundraiser that takes place on
the center grounds in early June.

After participating in the first Gar
den Party 12 years ago, Dunn asked
for a tour in order to learn more about
the center.

She banun a Garden Pnrty pre-
party,” a dinner hosted in her own
home in which friends and acquain-
tances gathered to raise funds to help
cover the costs of the Garden Party;

Capital Campaign by way of a gener-
ous donation. Dunn remembers one
conversation with Sister Mary Patricia
some 12 yeara ago, .

Early reflections :

I saw these kida that really hnvc
been rejected by saciety. And they
were cute little kids. There were some
five year old kids in there and Sister
Mary Patricia, who was the executive
director at the time, said to me, ‘there™
only one thing that we can give these
children, and that is hape.’

“1 said, what do you mean, hope?
She told me - you know what, when
they're out in the world, and they're
faced with a decision, good or bad, if
we can give them something here, and
it will make them do something right'
versus wrong, we've done our job. She'
said, that's nll we can give, is hope, -

"A.nd 1 was just veally struck by that.
We can't guarantee them success — we
can just hope that something that haa
occurred will stick with them - mnybc
it's a staff member, maybe it's the .
other children they're with, maybe it's
the love they may got at Chnnmn
time.” <

Currently the St. Vincent and Sarub
Fisher Center is looking for babysitters,
age 18 or older, and professional volun-
teers 0 serve on special events commit-
tees. To volunteer for either job, calt
Michelle Mill at 626.7527, ext, 3372, 7



