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M ‘You let ulom tug your beard = If it's real.’

“Santa” Jack Lawing

-—Livonia resident

Moore for
rofind, boarded Santa’ pomd
athp a chimney, with his sleigh
e adjacent roof, in Harper'
i5kly Chifstmas isauo of 1880,

19
Geéing to Banta school
Jpveral area Santas say they
lefitned their trado at the C.W.
Hdward 8anta 8chool in Mid-
land, Mich, The achool, found-
odin 1637, runs an lnwmiva,
three-day muning coursa that
focuses on everything from eyu
contact to attract passersby, to
the hot new toys to handling
the:occasional disbeliever.
“You let them tug your beard
~if it's real,” Lawing says. His

well- gmomcd facial hair used .

to be red but ia now tho perfect
shade of snow white. “For the
older kida you explain that
even if you've atopped believ-
ing that Santa ig a real person.
he embodies the splnt nf
Christmas.”
Stopa says second grade is
about the time most kids start
ioning Santa’s exiat

“They know about the Wright
brothers and the first plane
flight. They have a difficult
time believing I can just sprin-
klo magic dust on my slalgh
and make it to everyone's
house in the same night.”
Lawing has been a Santa
Clous sinca the early 18708,
starting at about the same
young age as Stops; who is a
young — for Santa, anyway —
36. Stopn is employed as an
aggembly worker at Sealant
Equipment Co. in Plymouth,
Stella Padrick of Redford
pays she brought her grand-
children to the mall the day
8anta Jack made his debut,
“Oh, i} was something. He
came on two horse-drawn

. nlmghs and the kids juat ate it
. Homu:k says he warks to get

parents to play along and will
ask them to poat tho photo of

{ “butterflies,

him with their child on the
refrigerator, even in the sum-
mertime, He reminde kids to

clean their rooms and eat their
vegatables, though that last
request, he said, is often in
vain,

Homick says his laugh - the
requisite “Ho, Ho, Ho,” voiced
in deep, bass tones with a tinge
of mischief accenting the third
“Ho" - is his best quality.

Lawing says his avocation
camo out of his deep affection
for working with children and
his lovoe of the holiday season.

+ Yes, hu fills plenty of

“orders” for Barbie dolls and

Pakémon games, Lawing says.

But the most memorable
requesm he's had are from two
little girls. One who asked for
and then butterfly
shoes to go with them.”

And anothce girl who asked
for “pink - juat pink.”
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Happy haul: Olivia Keils of Farmington Hills, 2, makes off with herstockmg full of
goodies as Santa watches her recently at Laurel Park Place.

He’s not the only one
who knows if 2 Z2%
you've been
bad or good.

- Our Primary Care Physmlans
can help you improve your health.

If you're like most people, you may make a few New Year's resolutions. Maybe you
want to quit smoking, lower your cholesterol, lose weight or simply improve your
health, Before you start an exercise or diet program, remember to check with your

* doctor first. Botsford Primary Care Physicians will give you a check-up, help you
choose 2 program that‘s nght for you and help you maintain your good health., Our
physrcrans nge you and‘your famrly personal care that considers your individual needs.
Botsford Primary Care Physrcrans trarned in a wide range of disciplines, examine you
as a whole person If needed they can refer you to the proper specialist. Whether |
S'od’Vebee bad s gao;r ﬂnd out how you can improve your health today.

For 'Information-on Boq;ford Physlcrans in your
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* such'a’ situstion, they in tum

;to comply with mm m
"date pio ‘ te notwork:
lnd county, "

Oakland n;l: ch.(o!l and
counly law'opfopgement offi- -
dnlo mep mnvwmbu

Maxrinld refemd to thn
"state's track record for man
. .dating programs (xycci odu-

htends to
“hobor tate dfoﬂeul laws
regardin; tidents, -and
‘parental; privuy', and 3)

*intends to recover the full th

costa of lmplameutinz this act

.pursuant to: the’ Headlee
" Amendment of the Michi

. " cation, for

 but ot
funding them.

Thut very inun prompted
the Durant lawsuit (cirea
1980); tho Michigan Supreme
Court oventvally ruled that
o state roust reimburse dis.
tricta for such costa. A
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Night

oA Gala New War’s Eve (elebration
presented by oSt Jokn's Armenian hurch
~Please join us in welconting
in the deton of a news millennium,
December 31, 1999
oSt Joks's Culesral Hall
_ 730 pm. Fors dsewores
&30 p.m. Dizser

Cpen Bar

Sweer Jable

Breakfast in the Vear 2000
Dancing until 3 a.m.
eAdvance Fickets only $125.00

M. Grace Karougian
B 1. Digne Elisian

1248 661-2776
1248) 851-4069

Black ie Optional




