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Irish to
gather for

music, dance

{ very year around Chmt.mu
time, Mick Gavin revives a tradi-
tion borrowed from his native

Jreland. Before immigrating to Ameri-

In 1974, the Rodford fiddler und his

ighbors uned to gather to play

usic and dance. The evening began

ith “gambling dens™ where revelers

Cwould vie to win two turkeys, two

chickena, a pig or a lamb,

While party-goers won't be able to
win Sunday dinner ot “Crossroads
rCeilidh™ Wednesday, Dec. 29, at Tho

k in Ann Arbor, they will be able to
atch world-class step-dancers from
iverdance, hear award-winning

Dnusicians, and maybe even kick up

their heels a little while listening to

Qraditional Irish and Beottish jigs and

"It’n just a gathering that wae the
aocial activity in the farming area,”
£aid Gavin.

remember

ageSor9
the 1940s,
ging with

y father in
& horse and

uggy. After
the gamble
wag over,
local guys
would take
out their tid-

to play then
ear
oor for set
cing.”
- Four years
go Gavin
rought the
op of an
h gather-
(ing to David
;Biglin at The
" Ark. This
year, Gavin's
{4ined up Ply-
mouth

World champlea:
Michael Belvitch
kicks up his heels
at a gathering to
celebrate tradi-

tional music and
dance at The Ark.

ydancers Paul
Cusick nnd

Belviu:h and Pat Quinn of Battle
‘reelc. All three went on to perform
t.h Riverdance after studies at the
O'Hare Bchool of Dance in Westland,
Nick Gariess, who's performed at
Wheatland and other folk festivals
throughout Michigan, also will dance,

Family affair
Gavin and his sons Michael and
Hean will play as well. Sean finishad
neocond in the All-Ireland Champi-
nnnhlp'l Grupai Ceol gﬂzup music)
e

ion in Augus town of

inniscorthy in Waxfard County, Ire-
Iand. A flutist

d in freland 34 study iteann

Hipes:

“We're golng to celebrate the end ol’
the century with an Irish bash,” sai
[ , who plays 7 p.m, Bundny- -t
Gonnor O'Neill'a Irish Pub in Ann
A
from

M'lhohwzlldlﬂﬂhmﬂd‘

od Blvmhncor
Paul Cusick’s seen a lot of the world
Ceilidh.

qnd Prague. | -
¥ Cusick arrives home from Germany
Jist in time for the Ceilidh then

Another *Best o['
Well, mll. But this onc i3 different.

This llu mahn no pretentious
pmclamatw:.. We tried, but conldn’t
will

me up .
Admliftdly. ﬂu follcwmg list I. a.
fic

u/wha:num{daﬁ'wnmdamdla
resting.

In uHur words, kere are our opin-

Best Installation of Permanent

Gallery: The DIA's modern
featuring interactive kiosks and o fu-

cinating overview of works from Picas- Ap

s0 to Rauschenberg. (Finally, modern
- art with a decidedly contemporary
presentation.)

Best Artist Unbound By Precon-
ceptions: Gerhardt Knodel whase
*Skywalking” exhibit at the Sybaris
Gallery went beyond the dis-
play of textiles, and investigated
space, motion and light,

Best Improv: Nancy Hayden, first-
year director of Oaklnnd County's
Arts, Culture & Film office. Hayden,
former member of "Second City,”

showed that o passion for the arts can
gumpemm for a lack of bureaucratic

Best lo That Wouldn't Go
Away: Three Tenors

gram and
*  Best

C«mm
of Birmingh

byfmmdar.hnmddlﬂ'
a 12-hour hylt-hnn.lncw
P o plays pro-

actore,
Artists Sculptor
Jueeph Wesner, whose bronze sculp-
turs exhibit at Hill Gatlery in Aprit

" gave & new perspective to the

- metaphor of the
_ Best Debut: E senhower Dance

comﬂum A Alfr!d Taubman

(lefd), architect Michael Graves,

g::ue Seabrooks from the City of
ro

it, Richard Manoogian and
' Maurice Parrish of the DIA at the

il announcement of the kickoff
of the museum’s capital cam-
paign.

land” at the University of Michigan
Museum of

Best Father & Son Team: Jos
Dobbins, Sr. and Joe Dobbins, Jr.,
whaose wnrk was exhibited during
African-American History Month at
Umoja Fine Arts in Southfield,

Best Team In Planning an
Bvent: (1.) Janet Torno and the staff
at Birmiigham Bloomfield Art Center;
(2.} Jonathan Witz and staff who orga-
nized *Arts, Beats & Eats™; (3.) Jowish
Book Fair staff of Amy Brode, Carrie
Kushner, Sylvia Gotlib and Andi
Wolfe.

za before, during and after their
Tigers' Stadium concert in mid July.
(Concort recelved ravel Egos barely
fit into the old ball yard.

ot S That Went Away:
Installation artist Jef Bourgeau's
“shock art” exhibit

was deemed inappropriate.

Best Mu-lnal Documenury
Exhibit: "Wade in the Water: African
American Sacred Music tions" at
the Charles H. Wright Museum of
African American History. (Gospel,
Blu:)l, Jezz ud Mowwn ali under one

Boat Fans: The Fanclub Faundm.xan
for the Arts for their ongoing support
in raising fuods and awareness nbout
the locul arts sce

Best Weird Bxhiblt. “Weird Bci-
ence: A Conflation of Art and Science"
at Cranbrook Art Museum. Where do
{:u drawthe line between a frog in

installation art?
Photography Exhibite: "Half
Past Autumn: The Art of Gordon
Parks® and "Walker Evans: SBimple
at the DIA.

Museum Exhibits: “Common
Man, Mythic Vigion: The Peintings of
Ben Bhshn® at the DIA and *When
Time Began to Rant and Rage: Figura-
tive Painting from 20th Century Ire-

Bost Al tve Space:
Detroit Contemporary in Detroit,
which opened in early March.

ble for their New York City
debut in mid Sune at the Dance The-
atre Workahop.
Best Leﬂ Undebuten: Andrea

BTA77 FEOTO XY Jd JAcoed

Best debut: Etsenhower Dance

Ensemble made their New

York debut in mid June.
Lo

Bocelli's tepid performance in the

) Michigan Opera Theatve's “Werther.”

But Biggest Donation:

that closed one day o
after it opened becauu the material §

Best Mystical Exhibit: "In the
Garden," new works by Ed Fraga at
the Lemberg Gallery.

Best Locai Exhibit: Robert
Wilbert's new paintings at the
Busanne Hilberry Gallery. A master
painter at the top of his art.

Best lmport Exhibit: "A Now
Ruseian Roalism,” the works of
Natalya Nesterova, Vasily Shulzhenko
and Sergei Shersjuk at Meadow Brool

Art Gallery.
Best Exh!bnn With A Con-
Victims Sur-

vivors,” Rlchard Kozlow’s paintings
with solected interviews from the
Holocaust Burviver Oral Histories in
the Alfred Berkowitz Gallery at the
Univeraity of Michigan-Dearborn.
Pain from Lin Baum's *Children
of War” series at The Art Gallery/Stu-
dlo in Garden City.

st “Out-of-this-World" Exhibit:
Artrnln UBA's ‘Artiltry of Space,”
works from the NASA Art Program
and the Nationa) Air and Space Muss-

um. .
Best Use of Limited Resources

" - in Theater: The Heartlande Theatre

k tured the -

porary Russ-

Ford, Richard Menoogien
und ‘A, Alfred Taubman's lump sum
$50-million donation to launch the
DIA's 10-year fund-raising campaign.

Best Memorable Donation:
Bernard and Marilyn Pincus of Bloom-
field Hills donation of $6 million to the
DSO in the namefof their late son,
Jocob Bernard Pincus.

Best Book By "An Inapired
Father: Tim Smith, a repcmr for the
Farmington Observer. Smith's daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, who was born 16 weeks
prematuse, inspired his book, "Miracle
Birth Stories of Premature Babies.”.

Best Photography Books: Ted
Nelson's “The Nature of Kensington”
and Cari R. Sams I ang Jean Stoick’s

“Stranger in the Woods.”

Best Music Festival: Great Lakes
Best Import:
“A New Russ-
ian Realism”
at Meadow

rook Art
Gallery fea-

works by .
three contem-

ian painters.

Pt}
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Best Museum Exhibits: “Book-
shop: Hebrew Boaka, Holy Days
Book” was featured in "Common
Mau, Mythic Vision: The Paint-
ings of Ben Shahn” at the DIA.

Best Museum Exhibits: Alice
. Mahcr’n “Irish Dancers” is in the :
exhibit, “When Time Began to
Rant and Roge: Figurative Pbuzt- '
{:om 20th Century Ireland,”
Umuemuy of Michigan
Museum of Art.

on ncnrly every list of donors nnd cul- {
tural supporters. In June, his friends
got together to pay him homage. They
bad to rent a ballroom at Cobo Center.
And they could've sold tickets-to fill
the Silverdome.

Best Writers Rotreat: Cranbrook
Retreat for Writss, held in early July.
The retreat includes workshops, lec-
tures and readings.

Best & Music Fes-
tival: "Arts, Beats & Eata” in down-
town Pontiac.

Best Gutsy Exhibit at an Art
Center: "Rody & Soul,” curated by
John Cynar at Paint Creek Center for
the Arts in Rochester.

Best Outdoor Art Bhow (without
booths): “No Booth Art Fair* in
Rochester Hills, the brainchild of go-
theirown-woy artists Peter Hackeft

friends.

Best Art Crested on-Site: Ply-
g\outh International Ice Sculpture

pectacular.
Best Secret Unveiled: The nﬂ

Chambér Music Festival, held in mid

P

Center on the campus of Detroit Coun-

try Day. Tha center offers 700 seats, an
ly a venue

June.

Beat Froe Jazx F Michi-
gan Jazz Festival at 8chooleraft Col-
lege and Montreux Detroit Jare Feati-
val, Hart Plaza. .

Best Musical Beries: Univeraity
Musical Bociety in Ann Arbor,

Best Friend: Frank D, Stella. He's

gem, and
for local profauiun-l performing

groupe,
Book Fair: Jewish Book Fuir,

held in early November.
Best Belly Laugha: "P]nn-g_m 's

vaulmvmmo ¢

ings have the feel of a works-in-p:

,duﬂnztho time wlun..mml

There's an all-too-familiar mystique and tragic
sense of irony surrounding Bob Thompson's paint-
an, currently on exhibit lt the Detroit Institute of

n In the i

1 tion of‘l'hompwn 's work from
the Iate 1950s to his death in
1668, ons theme is particular-
ly strong: Thompson saw
painting as a means to an
unbridled frandom. both of
expression, and perhaps as a
path that led bnyand the

- vo;:ulo polllt‘(u of t;nd;y
A o been &
 While there is -my ve;& ity in Vivid: mallegoncal:hmaguafﬂob

rogress.

Some art historians might draw pmllell with the
swirling organic figures of Matisse and the similar
tone fo in Gauguin's Christian iconography.

Yet clearly, Thompson's work is not denvntxu
That was perhaps tho compelling reason the
ney Museum had planned a major exhibit of hil
work. When a new museum director took over last
year, however, the Thompson's exhibit was cast sside.

It took Maryanne Wilkinson, curator of modern art
at the DIA, nine months to add picces to the exhibit
assambled by the Whitney, She added about one-
quarter of the show from works owned by local eol.
l&ﬁgﬂ. including Richard M ian and Mike

In the early 1960s, the former Donald Morris
Gallery exhil Thompson's work. :
“This is an important show for Detroit,” said

, who noted that the area one of the

his compositions, many of hu works are also
jmbued with a sense of despair as gray specters
haunt the canvas,

‘While Thompson, an Al'rlun Ameri inted ™ '

™
:conomphy

Inrgest number of collectors of African American art -
in the country, -
*T hope the exhibit !mplna new scholarship,” she

said. *"While Thompson was ired by whn was .
happening around him, ba wun{ involved in racial

and, sictenle 1y Jyrieal n.md 7‘“&";»?
q of an
hh' "m"'h"umm uﬁmﬂunmmhdhmm‘m,hkpdnb,




