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11946 Squad car was one of first model

BY RICK FEIBUSCH
© AUTOWIRENET

When peace finally broke out
at the end of WWII it was time
for the auto manufactures to ro-

watool from the awords of military
_production to the plowshares of
porsonal transportation, Ford,
like most of the other car
~builders at the time, dusted off
.Zthe existing 1942 tooling, went
to work on simple trim and grill
*t facclifts and started spitting out
as many “now" 1946 models aa
possible. With no now cars for
Jover four years, the public was
. snapping up anything that was
~avnilable. Govornment agency's
+were also limping along on well
“worn vehiclos and, at times,
“~were able to got priority over
the public.
-+ This 1946 Ford Super Deoluxe
- Tudor sedan was purchased by
* the Oakland Police Dopartment.

Classifications 520 to 815

buy lower priced “fleet” modcls,
QOsakland was forced into the
Super Deluxe because Ford saw
no need to build the pre.war,
entry level Special model and
regular Deluxe sedans were in
short supply. The only option on
the car was g set of factory
“heavy duty" 15 inch wheels (
Forda came equipped with talter
16" units). Upon delivery, the

sodan was fitted with an Edison .

two-way radio, (..Calling all cars
. . .catling all cara . .) o pair of
Unity spotlights, some whito
door panels and a star on the
door. It's funny to think that in
such a short time we've come
from stock Ford Tudors with
broadeloth upholstery to today's
screoned-in rolling mini-jails.

On patrol in the 1946
Ford Squad Car

This drive report car is owned
by Skip Silva of San Leandro,

O&E Sunday, December 26, 1899

divorce, had
to gell the cor
and called
8kip.

Silva

pulled the
heade, ham-
mered  on
each piston
'till it came
looss, but-
toned it all
back together

CA. Skip had scen the car for
years languishing away in the
parage of a neighbor. Tho neigh-
bor had bought the cor at a
Oakland city auction in 1850,
The Tudor had just 63,000 miles
on it. It was driven home,
parked in the garage and just
sat there, By tho '708 the engine
had frozen but the neighbor still
refused to sell. Finally, in 1978,
the ownor, in the midst of a

and drove it
off. After n while it started
amoking protty bad o the heads
and pan were removed and new
rings and rod bearings were
installed, The Tudor now has
over 68,000 miles on tho odome-
ter and runs groat. Skip has
done a few other modifications
as well. He works for the City of
San Leandro and had access to
a set of modern 16 inch police
pursuit radials - some "take

offs” from a wrecked modorn
patrol car. They fit nicoly on the
Ford's optional wheels, Two inch
longer front shackles lower tho
front a bit, The "Baby Moon"
hubcaps aro temporary until a
nice sot of originals can be
obtained. .

The Classic Drive

Shide behind tho wheel with
mo and wo'll take this old Ford
out for a ride. The car feels big,
but not too big or overstuffed,
and tall, with lota of headroom.
All of the controla are easy to
get to and the steering wheel is
at a tolersble angle. The car
starts smoothly and settles
down to that lovely flathoad
burble . . burble .. burble,

Tho shifter works well as it
slides into first - give it o little

‘M and we're off. Smooth and
powerful are the words that
come to mind as we run it

s off the line after WWII

through the geare, 1 had never
driven an original stock pow-
ered post-war Ford sedan before
and was really surprised at the
performancs for a car of that
era. V'l bet that only a few luxu-
ry cars with big engincs and tall
gearing could run away from it.
It leaves stock Chevys and Ply-
mouths from that era in the

dust! N

The handling is alse very
geod. Usually, in my experience,
radial tires mako older cars fecl
mushy and squirmy. In this

pplicati he tiros

canceled the straight axle Ford's
tendency to follow imperfections
in the road and "hunt" from side
to side. This car rode amoothly
and required much less correc-
tion at the helm, A run bver to
an jndustrial area sllowed mo to
test tho siren. It wound up slow-
1y, just like in the movies, and
took at least three minutes to
wind detvn, Great stufft
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