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?arole board members will _rewrite a page in

BY PAT MURPEY
BTAYY WRITER

::When members of tho parole
board meet later this month to
consider froedom for four so-
calted “drug lifer” inmates, they
will bogin rewriting a page of
Michigan history.

- They will also he creating a
mountain of work for the Oak-
land County prosecutor’s office.
“We intend to monitor cach cuse
to make sure that people who
don’t deservo parole remuin in
prison,” said Oaklnnd Prosccutor
David Gareyea.

. The Parole Appenl Division
within Gorcyca's office plans to
monitor individual cases as the
Michignn parole board inter-
views drug lifer inmates for pos-
sible releasc, “We'll be looking at
cach case,” said Assiatant Prose-
cutor Diane D'Agostini, lead
attorney within the division.

. “We'll look at the inmate's case
hintory,” she said, “and we'll look
4t their behavior while in prison.
We den’t cordsider drug traffick-
ing to be a nonviolent crime.”

. Under changes enacted by the
Legislature last summer, some
of the inmadtes now serving lifo
in prison wndar the drug lifor
law are, or will be, eligible for
parole — something specifically
precluded in 1978 when lawmak-
ars enacted the controversial
drug lifer law.

- That law was one of several ¢

tensures enncted in the foll of
1978 by a legislature convinced
tougher laws were needed to
_ deal with narcotics-related
" crimes. It mandated that anyone
convicted of trafficking in 650 or
more grams of heroine or cocaine
would go to prisen for life, with
no chance of parole.
Since then, 248 people -
including 73 from Osakland
Counjty - have been sentenced to

tions (DOC).

Going to work

The real work of determining
who gocs free — and who won't -
begins Oct. 15, when the parale
board begine holding commuta-
tion hearings on four drug lifer
inmates, all fram Wayne County.
The hearings are expected to last
days, if not weeks, after which
the parolo board will make rec-
ommendations to Gov. John M.
o hat h

is isn’t u process that hap- rap—)
pens overnight,” said John m
Truscott, spokesman for Engler, 3w
whose signature will sot the
inmates free. “The parole board
carefully ovaluates each case,
and then makes o recommenda-
tion. The governor has never
gone against the recommenda-
tion of the board.”

Truacott said the difference
between parole and commuta-
tion is significant. When a per-
son is paroled, he snid, he or she
has numerous restrictions, such
as periodically reporting to a
parole officer nnd travel limita-
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“It docsn't make much difference
to use if u aentence is commuted
or if an inmate {8 paroled,” he
snid. “We're going to be watch-
ing.”

Keoping track of prisoner
relenscs is nothing new for Oak-

Since 1850

that fights

land County, said Assistant -

Come see
the newest

technology in < viv™
Repiacement Windowsz Aexd

We now offer tinancing i
« Lifetimo Warranty » Thormopana in many styles and coloms 1o choosa from
+ Bows & Bays » Low E Glass » Suporspacor Windows

Prosecutor D'Agostiri, who said
her division monitors parole

hearings and, in some casos, .

goes to court to reverse or modify
paroles that havo alreudy been
granted.

Team effort

In most cages, she said, her
office is working at the request
of, or in conjunction with, the
victims of crime, their survivors
or tho police department that
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tions. “When a person’s sentence
is commuted, that's it,” Truscott
said. There are fewer, if any,
restrictions.

"The governor's office decided
to commute the sentences of 20
drug lifc inmates — rather than
releasing them on parole — as a
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Once those 20 inmates - ail
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congidered for parole, which nlso
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B ‘We'li look at the

Inmate’s case history
and we'll ook at their

behavlor while in
prison.’

Diane D’Agostini

—Assistant prosecutor

history

ing, we can argue the prisonor
shouldn’t be relensed,” said
D'Agostini. “Onco parole has
been granted, we have go to n
judge to argue the parole board
abused ite discretion.”

In 1897, the Oakland prosecu-
tor's office argued against parolo
at 19 hearings, D'Agostini said,

handled the original case.

“When we interveno at a hear-

11 were denied. In that same
year, her offico was successful in
gotting five of 11 paroles
rovoked.
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involves similar hearings.
In cither set of hearings, Onk-
land County will be deeply

ife, the
Michigan Department of Correc-

T d, according to Gorcyca.

THINKING OF

1 REMODELING?

Aeight I

the kids are
back to
school...

A
FicURE ${APING'EQUIPMENT -
Exclusive Inches-4-}feigh
low impact equipment is
designed to tone, tighten
& slim the 4 problem
areas of the female.

Tailor your menu plan
based on yourfood choices.
(no prepackaged food)
" GUARANTEED RESULTS
Lose 8-15" in 3 wieks
1172 tbs. per week

(734)

WE ARE COMMITTED TO QUALITY
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

We DesiaN anp Builp
Aopmons*KITcHENSYBATHS AND MORE

ReMoDELING 1N QaKLAND Co,
Stice 1965

CALL FOR A FREE CORSULTATION

. 855-3880
6190 DuvasoRe * WesT BLOMAELD

Tnches-A-Weigh.

. 6 Mile Road * East of Merriman + Livonia

*Offer applics to enroltnient fee, exercise and nutrition additlonal

something
good for

TAKE
THARGE] Eam valambie Fealion Rabats Polnts svery tine you use

JUNIOR-MISSES-PLUS-GIRLS-FOO

Happening Mow!

WIN *500
GIFT CERTIFICATE GIVEAWAY

Win 1 of 10 *50 gift certificates. Get a FREE gift just for stopping by.
] No purchass hecessary. Whils supplies last

SPECIAL SAVINGS!-
Treasure Chest Sale & Swoepstakes

“Bave 5

phus...eniter our $10,000 Goki Coin Glveawy!

FARMINGTON SHOPPING CENTER
W.

Wedricsday, Sent.30:

7 MILE ROAD,
OPEN DAILY 10-9

%o
Qﬁfﬁrﬂm

- Taesday. ont.6:

LIVONIA

mmmmmwmmummwm

TWEAR-LINGERIE-ACCESSORIES

- g B e WY

Pl




