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One-man show: Comedian Scan Morey brings his one-
man show of stand-up comedy, songs and improvising
with the audience to Joey’s Comedy Club in Dearborn
Oct, 2-4. .
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Hilberry, SRO
present mysteries

Hold onto your scats as you
enter a murderous world where
there is a killer on the locse and
everyone is a suspect or possibly
the next victim in “The Mouse-
trop” by Agntha Christie, Hilber-
ry Theatre Company’s season
oponer on Friday, Oct. 2. (See
related story on front)

An cerie, Engliah manor terrif-
ically sets the stage for this mys-
terious melodrama. As new
innkeepers, Giles and Molly Ral-
aton arc welcoming gucets to
Monekwell Manor for the first
time. As the unique and colorful
group of guests arrive, exch more
peculinr than the Inst, the time
is right for the murders to begin.

As victims begins being found
and the snow keeps piling up
outaide, it becomes clear that one
of them must be the murderer
nnd that nonc of them can

are members of the Woyne State
University Theatre faculty.

“The Mousctrap” runs in

repertory through Dec, 3 ot the
Hilberry Theatre, corner of Cass
and Hancock'in Detroit. Perfor-
mances begin 8 pan. Thursday-
Saturday, and 2 p.m. selected
Wednesdny and Saturday mati-
necs,
Tickets range from $10 to $17,
call (313) 577.2972 Mondny-
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. for
details.

Alsv of note:

& SRO Productions presents
Ira Levin's “Deathtrap,” 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Sundays, beginning Oct. 9 at the
City of Southficld’s historic park
“The Burgh” on the northeast
corner of Civic Center Dr. and
Berg Road. Tickets $8 general

mission, $7 senior adults and

escape. The | i i
not only whodunit, but who's
going to be done next.
Set design is

hansky of West Bl
lighting design is by Tom
Schrader of Beverly Hills, and
costume design is by John Wood-
lond of Royal Oak, all of whom
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children under 12, call (248) 827-
0701.

Levin has crented a story of
jenlousy, deception and murder.
Levin lends the audience to
believe one thing is taking place
only to change completely
manths later.
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Craft & Collectible Show
BAKERS OF MILFORD

2025 S. MILFORD RD,, MILFORD

- OCTOBER 4TH
10 a.m. - 4 pam.

SUNDAY

Tbe Bard's bilarious
comedy bas moved
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Sometimes n song changes.

everything. Sean Morey has been
singing, and making people
laugh for o long time. Now “He's
the Man,” with a vadio hit, “The
Man Song,” and a growing fol-
lowing of fans.

“I'm doing great, we're making
monoy,” said Morey who will be
performing this weekend at
Joey's Comedy Club in Dearborn.
“I've never been to Detroit
hefore, but we're getting a lot of
airplay. We have fans there. It's
really great, they all have my
sense of humor”

Morey always had songs, but
“The Man Song,” and CD “Sean
Morey — He's The Man,” hit a
nerve. “It's scll deprecatory
humor,” he said in a telephone
interview from L.A. “There’s o
joke every single line.”

Because, as Morey sings,
“What I say, goes around
here!...right out the window. And
I don't want to hear a lot of
swhining! .... so I'll shut up, The
sooncr you learn who’s boss

SAIEAY

Sean Morey

Whon: Frlday-Sunday, Oct. 2-
4, Performances 8:15 p.m.
and 10:45 p.m, Friday-Satur-
day, 7 p.m. Sunday,

Whoro: Joey's Comedy Club
ol Paisano’s, 5070 Schaefer,
Dearborn,

Tickots: $12 Friday-Satur-
day, $10 Sunday, call (313)
584.-8885.

CD: Sean Morey's comedy
album “He’'s The Man® con-
tains nine comedy songs and a
“live™ stand-up comedy show.
It can be purchased only by
calling Sean Morey Praduc-
tions, 1 {800) 96-SONGS.
Check out Sean Morey's Web
Site www.seanmorey.com

around here! ... the sooner you
can give me my orders, dear.
Cause I am the head
honchot...but it’s all in my hend.”

Morey has mastered the art of |

“taking something little that
affects you and ing it.”

sand a year to house each prise
oncr? Jecz, for 40 thousand
bucks a piece Il take a few pris-
oners into my house! I live in Los
Angales, I already huve bars an
the windowa.”

Part comedian, part actor, part
writer, Morcy says it's all about
breaking down the third wall so
that his audicnce is part of the
show. He even makes up a song
about the audience. With an eye
on his audience, Morey tries to
strike up conversations, and
believes they always have some-
thing to contribute, His 1-1/2
hour one-man show includes
stand-up comedy, 50ngs and
improvising with the audience.

“] like writing, creating, that’s
the most fun for me,” he said. '
Did It Her Way, is a parody of I
Did It My Way.” Morey is doing
comedy his wny, and having
bloat. *I love my job,” he said.

He's been moking people laugh
since he was 8 years old, an
growing up in South Jersey. In
high school he lantasized about
} ing 2 di

For example, on prisons, “Did
you know that it costs $40 thou-
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n but went
to Northeastern College instead,
where he studied speech commu-

omedian finds his voice with ‘He’s the Man’

nication and journalism.

1 gtarted out a5 a street enter-
tainer,” he soid. In the mid-1970s
Morey started his own comedy
achool in Boston, and performed
a one-man show every Friday at
the Charlea Playhouse. He
moved to LA in 1979, and won
first place in the Southern Celi-
fornin Comedy Competition. This
ted to appearances on “The
Tonight Show with Johnny Car-
son.”

The response to his humor was
positive, and soon Morcy was
performing ns the opening act on
Crystal Gyle's national tour. He
alzo wrote and performed on
Guayle's prime time CBS Specinl,
and wrote and performed on
NBC's “The Big Show.”

Twice nominated College
Comedinn of the Year, Morey has
been seen on various TV shows,
and on “The Tonight Show with
Jay Leno.”

He's nlso working on a second
CD. “We hope to start recording
it this week at the lee House,” he
said. “It will be great.”

former movic theater and before

_that a synagogue, in the early

19509,

The Hilberry was started in
the late 19505 as a Stratford
style repertory to train graduate
students in classie theater, which
originally meant Shakespeare.
Thomas said that over the years
the definition of classic has been
expanded to include cverything
up to such modern masters as
O'Neill, Ibsen and Shaw. This
year's Hilberry achedule does
include o Shakespeare play,
“Hamlet,” and Molicre’s “Scapin”
and a variety plays in a wide
range of thentrical styles.

“We try to have a snappy shaw
to open and close the season, a
blend of comic and serious, plays
with different styles,” Thomna
said.

The “snappy” ploys this season
are Agatha Christie's “The
Mousetrap” and a new work
nbout railrond car manufacturer

_George Pullman, “American

Enterprise”

“We depend -for about 10 per-
cent of our income on school
matinees. That plays a role in
selection of at least two plays,”
Thomas snid, “Every Tucsday,
school students are brought in
for thesce plays. Plays from
Shakespeare, also plays they

would be reading in school. This
yenr it's ‘Homlet’ and A Tale of
Two Citica.™

Thomas said the school mati-
nees draw between 13,000 and
15,000 students a year from
more than 100 Detroit, suburban
and outstate schools through a
grant from the Skillman Foundn-
tion.

“The mission of the university
&g an urban university is out-
reach,” Thomas snid. “We feel out
school programs play an impor-
tant role.”

A eclection committee is
formed in the fall to go over a
pool of hundreds of plays submit-
ted by faculty, studente and
administrators for the three the-

ber for the

grams is generated by the volun-
teer Underatudies, a group of S0
city and suburban women whe
orgonize fund-raisers and pro-
vide other support. In addiiion,
public attendance at the theaters
has been growing. Thomas said
that last year the thenters sct a
record for revenue.

“We've been able to market
and cxpand our patron base,”
Thomas snid. “We're figuring out
that we can offer something to
the community that makes us
attractive — variety of program-
ming and bBargain cost.”

Thomas said Hilberry is held
to the same profeasional stan-
dards ns productions at the Fish-
er, Mngonic, Detreit Opera 1louse
and Meadow Brook.

aters, Final selection is usually
toted
y

following yeor.

The Hilberry is o competitive
graduate program with 80 stu-
dents studying acting, promo-
tion, management and produc-
tion specinltics. Auditions for the
acting company are held in Jon-
unry in Los Angeles, New York,
Chicago and Detroit. This year
the 18-member acting company
will inciude many new faces due
to a large graduating class last

ear.

Support for the theater pro-
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Highlights of the season ut the
Hilberry include a new staging
of Charles Dickens' “A Tale of
Two Cities” and Jeffrey Sweet's
“American Enterprise.”

“A fow yenrs ngo the Hilberry
did ‘Nicholas Nickleby' to great
success, It was difficult finding
an adaptation that satisfied
until we stumbled on this one
last year. This is not n two-part
epic like ‘Nicholas® but it is o
large production on that order”
Thomas said. .

“American Enterprise” denls

that have been cen-
etroit area for gener-
ationy. Sweet expleres the con-
flict between George Pullman's
utapian ideals nnd the rise of the
American tabor movement, lead-
inyg to one of the worst strikes in
Iabor history.

At the Bonstelle, the season
opens with “Dracula” and will
fenture n specinl Hallaween pers
formance. Thiz year’s holiday
play will be “Little Women,”
replacing “A Christmns Carol.”

“The Studio is where we do
more edgy, contemporary plays”
Thomas said.

This yenr the schedule
includes works by Sam Shepurd
and Athol Fugard. The plays are
usually directed by a graduate
student with undergraduate
nelors,

Thomas came to WSU from
Floridn State University in 1994,
tlis comfortable effice at Wayne's
historic Ofd Main is lined with
Russinn thenter posters, a
reminder of his work as coordi-
nator of a cultural exchange pro-
gram between Florida State and
the Moscow Art Theater,

The refurbished Old Main is
now home 1o the university's urt
programs, which Thomas sai
has encouraged a lot of cross dis-
cipline cooperation.

with issu

realization that if Darius opens
his mouth, people are going to
know'it’s us. We decided that we
shouldn’t restrict the music side
of it.” .
Rucker oven brings a new
aggressiveness to his vocals, like
the growl in “Bluesy Revolution.”
“I foit like the last album had
some pretty aggressive stuff.
He's feoling pretty upbeat on
this album,” Sonefeld said of
Rucker. “He deesn’t write in
themes, but with thia one, there's
a little more of n theme of con-

tentment.”

“When you listen to the whole
album, you can tell ha's more at
ease now.”

Hootic and the Blowfigh will
return to the area Saturdny, Oct.
3, and again will bring aleng per-
cussionist Gary Greene and koy-
board player Peter Holsapple.
The band will play a bit of musi-
cal ¢hairs itself, swapping instru-
ments on several songs.

“I've come out of my shell,”
Sonefeld explained about playing
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- acoustic guitar, bass, and Ham-

mond organ on a few songs at
the August “Q Concert for a
Cure” show at the Phoenix
Plaza. “I've always cotlaborated
on the songs but I just never, for
whatever reason, didn't need to
get up and pley in front.”

“We have a free-flowing stage
setting. I Jove getting up. It gets
1 little boring back there”

With three albums worth of
material, Hootic and the Blow-
fish offer severnl cover songs
throughout its set, There's 54-

40's “I Go Biind,” Led Zeppelin's
“Hey, Hey What Can I Do,” Toad
the Wet Sprocket’s “Nothing,” the
Daobic Brothers' “Long Train
Running,” Tom Waits' “Clasing
Time,” and Kiss's “Doctor Love.”

“We play a good diversity of
pongs from night to mnight.
‘There's some longer sets tog, now
that we have the ability te play
that 2 /2 hour set”

But, he said, he guarantees the «
band will apen with a Heetie
song.
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THE PALACE BOX OFFICE AND ALL SETRGASTRE,
CHARGE: [248] 845-6666.
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