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Alternatives

'Hills man seeks bike paths to offset motorized traffic gridlock

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BYAVY WRITER

Transportation officials don’t talk
about building bike paths to the 21st
century. A Farmington Hills man thinks
thoy shou. 1. :

Fred Dore, 53, an avid cyclist, is mak-
ing his plea to county and city officiala
about tho necd for non-motorized trang-
portation to bo considered in the effort
to offset the traffic glut, The answer to
gridlock is not building more ronds, he
said.

Moncy is there. A new six-yeor federal
rood puckage includes $136 million for
develop t ized trana-

portation programs, which is more than

double what the Federal Highway

Administration previously allotted.
“We'ro not saying that you have to

H ‘We're not saylng that you have to build every road
wlith a bike lane. Wa simply ask that In tho planning pro-
cess ... they give serious consideration to bicyclists.’

Fred Dore

—Avid cyclist

Dore, who rides with the Working
Wheelers Cyeting Club, “We simply ask
that in the plonning process ... they

loration to bicyclists.”

cyclists and motarists alike.
Bicyclists need not be afraid riding

with traffic, Dore snid,
tividual

give serious i

Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion and Southuastern Michigan Council
of Governments have “progressive” non-
moterized policies in place, Dore said.
The problem is those agencies are not
always the ones putting rond projects

“It depends on the i per-
son. I'm comfortable out in the road
riding out with the cors,” he said.
“Me being out there nnd other bicy-
clists being out there crentes nggra-
vation for some other motorists ...
Dbut we have a right to be out there,”

On the contrary, Dore believes side
paths that intersect with neighbor-
hood atreets and driveways are more
dangerous.

“The other day, 1 saw a couple lit-
tle kids riding on their bikes with
training wheels about 100 fuet ahead
of their porents and they weren’t
looking around them at all,” he said.
“The danger they're (side paths) pos-
ing seares the hell out of me.”

An Oakland County

pok said balanci
and biker concerns is hard.

“We do include those (bike paths)
in some projects when we can get the
funding for them,” said Craig Bryson,
rond commiasion public information
director. “It would be hard to take
money from repairing roads that are

together,

build every road with a bike lane,” said

Part of the problem
is a need for educa-
tion,

Bike paths are
largely scen in termy
of recreational pur-
suits, and not alterna-
tives - to motorized
transportation, Dore
said. The result has
been a mishmash of
unconnected trails,

Not anly would he
like to sce scparate
paths connected, Dore
and his cohorts want
bieyelists to be includ-
ed on the road. He
suggested engincers

- Brary
Ready to go: David Harper (from left), Jon Carter and Fred Dore

roads
ist pose before their evening ride around the community.

said. “Our residents are being short-

h d by this. They've already said
they want ta ride bicycles ... but they're
net sure where they ean go.” .

Recreation survey during the millage
renewal ign, where dents
listed biking among their favorite top-
five activities.

“That tells us there is a groundswell

design ronds, when  crumbling to build bike paths.” of people
feasible, to include 14- Bike enthusiasm goes beyond udvo- that arc in -
Non-motorized: Cyclist Jon Carter heads north  foot- wide outside eates such as himself, Dore said. He need of ﬁlzee demtinas

i lanes to handle cited a Farmington Hills Parks and this,”  he . .
on Drake Road during rush hour. o Ladon Z/;‘,_u' . Cannecticn
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- CORRECTION

“The Michigan Eyecare Institute has served the vision needs of the community since 1971. Doctor
Myers was the first ophthalmologist, practicing in Michigan, to perform Radial Keratotomy {RK) -
the breakthrough procedure to correct nearsightedness! The Michigan Eyecare Institute has

122 0T Al Veppuericige Farm Conkies, Cra ke, Gukifinh, Layer Calies Turnorvees At lirrad fieme.
T R augun Necessary, May Tk The Cornbicund With Ochar Offers.
Sy 0. ioud Ma

performed refractive surgery for more than 29 years. Both William Myers, M.D. and Mark LIVONIA STERLING HEIGHTS nuiNG
Rubinstein, M.D., founders of the Michigan Eyecare Institute, have been af the forefront of eye HaMiona MR e Dt ez b
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care breakthroughs, including the use of the Excimer Laser to correct nearsightedness.
FIRST TO BRING YOU THE EXCIMER LASER — FIRST TO MAKE IT MORE AFFORDABLE FOR YOU!

: - x SPECIAL OFFER JustT AS IMPORTANT AS
‘Through December 1998, the Michigan Eyecare Institute WHERE YOU LIVE
guarantees giving you the lowest price on PRK or | P

LASIK in the state of Michigan. :

$150 consultation and fesling fee is applied o cost of surgery.
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PRI 1
NOW YOU CAN HAVE ALL THE
CONVENIENCES OF A HOTEL WITH
AN IDEAL LOCATION
The asca's most exciting luxury
recirement living devoted ta
active adults. We offer a lifestyle
for people who prefer their’
independence,

Call today for a FREE eyc screening and more information:
B00-676-EVES or 248-352-2506_
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