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Area teams attempt to keep magic alive in Week 6

BY Brap EXoNs
SPORTH WRITER

UEMONSQOENOMECOMMNET

Four unbeatens remain in
Observerland football.

Redford Catholic Central and
Farmington Harrison, ranked

0. 1 statewide in their respee-
tive classes, both won again.

Harrison, by far, had the
stiffer test, dumping previously
unbeaten Walled Loke Western.

Westland John Glenn, also
unbeaten, coan sct o date with
Harrison in the Western Lakes
Activities Asscciation champi-
onship game (Oct. 24) with a win
Friday at Plymouth Salem.

The other unbenten is Redford
Union.

But game of the week should
be in the Michigan Megn Red
Division when unbeaten Denr-
born travels to once-beaten
Wayne Memorinl.

As far us the prediction race,
things tightened up & bit.

Yours truly, correctly picking
12 of 15 games last week, moved
up one gnme on counterpart Dan

B GRID PICKS

O'Meara, who was 11-4. O'Meara
is 55-18 overall; Emons is 53-20.

FRIDAY GAMES
(all at 7:30 unloss notod)

Doarborn {5-0, 30} ot Wayno (41, 3-
1), 7 p.m.: Dearborn proved it was for
toal last week by dumping proviously
unbeaton Monroe, 48-26, as halfback
Colln Wilkinson had $65 yards rushing
and four TDs, whito quarterback Kevin
Kreger addod 138 yards and ono TD.
Wayne, o fast-minute 25-19 winner over
Dearbora Edsel Ford, counters with tall-
back Cameron Mingo and quarterback
Terry Tumer. PICKS: Emons says Wayne
pulls the upset, O'Meara llkes Dearborn,

Highland Park (2-3, 2-2) at Redford
Unlon (50, 3-0}, 7 p.m.: They're trying
to ban pit bulls in Highland Park, but
these are the tamer Polor Bears, who
are coming off a 22-1G win over winless

Taylor Traman (1-3, 1-2) at Gardon
Clty {10, 0-4): Truman posted Ha flzst
win of tho year with a 20-14 victory over
winless Taylor Konnody, while Garden
City faced unbeoten Tronton, losing 28~
7. This Is a Moga-White encountor.
PICKS: Fllp u coin, both take GC.

Canton, 27.7. But Northvlilo seems to
have a hox ovet the winless Patriots,
who suffored o tough 10-7 OT lass to
Churehill. Franklin has beaten the Mus-
tangs only onco (1996) In the last 10
yoors, PICKS: Narthvllle finds o woy to
win.

(41, 31} at

(44, 31): The loser will be out of con-
tentlon for 1he Metro Conference title,
whiio tho winner stays alive. Hamtramck
played tough for o half before losing o
Metra Conferonce leader and unboaten
Warper Woods, 32-14. Clarenceviie,
which fell victim the week before to
Hoeper Woods, 35-6, made i a trl
umphant homecoming with a 4912 shel-
lacking of Horper Woods Luthoran Enst,
PICKS: O'Mcora soys Hamtramek, but |
like the Trojans,

Uy, Churchlll (23, 3-2) at WL Woat-
om (41, 2:1): The Chargers huve to be
feeling botter about themsalves olter
edging tival Uivonia Franklin in overtime,
107, on Mike King's 3Gyard field goal.
Western, o playottbound team bashed by
Farmington Hills Harrison lost week 35
13, (s led by fullback Dave Johnson, who

Woodhaven. RY, which won last week
agalnst winless Dearborn Helghts Crest-
vood, 28-6, may be without storting
quartethack Jeff Rigley again (injured
shoulder). PICKS: RU makes it six
stralght,

rushed for 215 yards agolnst the top-
ranked Howks PICKS: It's Westorn's
night all the way.

Northvillo {2-3, 1-2) at Liv. Franktin (0-
8, 0:3): The Mustangs have to be reeling
after belng bounced by winless Plymouth
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If you're 12

years old or

younger you can ask a

Detroit Lion football player a

question! Send in a poatcard with the.
question you'vo always wanted to ask a
professional football player. Maybo you've
-1 wondared what hoe eats bofors a game or if
- he has a lucky charm,

i Ifyour quostion is choson and answered on
the air by a Detroit Lion, yuu"ll receive a
torrific bag filled with
Detroit Lions
merchandise,

Tuno in every Monday B
night from 7-8 p.m. on SR
WXYT AM-1270 and listen as we ask the

is, look for it here
in the next edition of’ your homewwn
newspaper!

(2.3, 1-2) at Llv. Stoven-
san (23, 1-2): The Fafcons and firat-year
coach John Bechtel ore on a minl-roll
right now having beaten North Farming.
ton, given unbeaten Westland John
Glenn a scare followed by a 14-7 win last
wecek over Walled Lake Central. Steven:
son, up-anddown 50 far In 1998, played
8 fint three quarters in o 25-0 loss to
Glenn, PICKS: I1's no wolk in the park,
but Stevenson wins.

Westiand Glenn {5-0, 3.0) at Ply.
Salom (3-2, 2-1): Glenn, 2 25.G victor
last week over Stevenson, can wrap up
another Lakes Division title on enomy
turt. The only tcam 5o tar thot has held
Glenn tailback Repgle Speatmon down (s
Farmington (125 yards). The Rocks, 39
20 winners last week over iorth Fam-
ingten, got 124 yards from Jason
Lukasik. Ho scored on TO runs of 23 and
75 yards, PICKS: Gtean soars in orhit to
another Lakes title.

SATURDAY GAMES
(all ot 2 p.m. unless noted)

Ply. Canton (14, -2} nt Farm. Hills
Hatrison {6-0, 3-0): The top-ranked
Howks, 35-13 winnors over previously
unbeaten Waolled Lake Westemn, got a
storling performanco trom speedy witde
recelver Ricky Bryant {four TDs), Can-
ton, meanwhile, rushed tor 300 yards in
59 attempts In steamrolling Northvilie
for conch Tim Bauchier's flrst win with
the Chiefs. PICKS: Hotrison goes to 6-0.

W.L. Contral (14, 1-2) at N, Farming-
ton {14, 0-3): Centeal quorterback Cory
Heitsch, one of thu best in the WIAA,
hasn't hed much belp offensively this
season, The Vikings are coming off a 14
7 loss to Farmingtan. North has proven It
has sbillty to score points, but can its
defense fise 10 the challenge? PICKS:
Central gets back on the winning track.

Malvindale (3-2, 2-1) ot Red. Thurston
{4-1, 2-1): The Cardinals gave up 405
yotds tushing (n 2 42-10 loss 1o Ypsilan-
. while Thurston ran over winless Wil-
low Run, 27-6. This is 8 Mega8luo divi-
slon encounler. The winner stays alive
for first place, while the leser wiil be
playing for pride the rest of the year.
PICKS: 15 Thurston’s doy af the way.

B.H. Cronbrook (1-4, 1:4) at Luth,
‘Westland {0-B, 04): Despite 19 tackles
from B.). Markle, Cranbrock lost to
Grosse Poinle Woods UniversityLiggett.
19.G. Lutheran Westlond, playing with-
oul star lincbacker Scolt Archer (froin
pull), was no match for unbeaten

HaW kﬁ from page C1

Macomb Lutheran Nosth, 42-14. PICKS:
Cranbrook 1opples the Wartiors.

st, Agatha (42, 3-1) ve. Wynndotta
Mt. Carmel (14, 0-2) nt RU's Kraft Flold:
The Aggtios, tod by David Jones' 101
yards tushing, camed a 2429 victory
over Detrog Holy Redeemer. Wyundotte
Mount Carmel fell to fusl-ploce and
undefeated Dearborn St. Alphonsus, 23
0. PICKS: Go with the A this week.

Redford CC (4-0, 2-0) at Dhn, Diving
Chlld (3-3, @2}, 3:30 p.m. ot D.H. Ctost.
wood: Doth taams lost dates with
Ontario teams, but there's no question
who's Loss in the Cathalic League Cen
tral-West — the unbealen Shameocks
who scared In every concelvable way
tast week in 3 42:0 fout of undermanned
Ponttac totre Dame Prep. DC, even with
Gary Danielson at quartetbock ond Bilt
McCartney coaching, coutdn’t keep up
willh these Shamrocks. DC Is coming off
a 39-7 loss to Orehard Lake St Mary's,
Standout linebacker Casey Rogowski Is
expected back this weck, PICKS: Anoth
er watk in a park for CC.

Tlshop Borgoss {2-3, 1-1} nt Dot,
Benedictina (0-5, 0-2):, 2 p.m.: Benedic-
tine is stili searching for its first win. The
Ravens had their chonce last week, but
couldn't beat winless Allen Park Cabnini
{19-6). Meanwhile, Borgess found the
folng tough in a A4-6 loss to Tel-Section:
al teader Riverview Gabtiel Richard.

PICKS: Borgless gels lwo votus.

down catches, entered the game
tied with 1988 all-stater Bryan
Wauldron at 22 apicce.

He caught TD passes covering
46, 659 and 55 yards and, demon-
strating his speed and athletic
ability, made nice plays running
with the ball after he caught it.

“They expect me to be a leader,
and I want to be n leader,”
Bryant said. “Since it was a big
game, [ wanted to show I am the
No. 1 recciver in the state, and I
had a lot of help {from his team-
mates).”

Bryant gave the Hawks a 7-0
lead early in the second quarter,
but the Warriors answered with
a 14-play, 66-yard TD drive.
Quarterback Chris Payton
sprinted 4 yards around right
end for the TD.

On first down at the Harrison
41, Pesei passed to Bryant going
toward the right sidcline with
1:06 left in the half. Bryant
stopped, put a move on the
defender and cut across the cen-
ter of the ficld for his sccond TD.

“I thought he was going to
take it out of bounds to stop the
clock, and the next thing 1 was
congratulating him in the end
zone,” Pesci said.

On the ensuing kickoff, Harri-
son's Nick Hall recovered o fum-
ble at the Western 29. Pesci
passed 26 yards to Brian Nelson
and, from the shotgun formation
on the next play, ran the final 6
yards with 17 seconds remaining
for a 21-7 lead.

“They were playing man-to-
mon up tight,” Pesci said. “The
aafety came up; once I got out-
sido, I knew I was in, I called 2
pass but I know I could run it in
if nothing showed.”

On the first play of the third
quarter, Johnsen broke aeveral
tackles and rambled 86 yards for
a TD and a 21-13 score after
two-point attempt failed.

But the Hawks stole the
momentum back when Bryant
returned the kickoff 87 yards,
giving Harrison a 28-13 lead
after Joe Ghannam kicked the
fourth of five PATs.

“Emotionally, it wasn't geod,”
Apap seid of the 21-7 halftime
deficit, “We told the kids ‘Don’t
worry nbout that. We'il score our
share; just tighten it up.' Hey,
we're right there and then,
boom, the kickoff.

*The nice part is we didn't

STAFY PIIOTO BY DILL IgsUER

Touchdown-bound: Ricky Bryant eludes a tackler and
heads for the end zone to score his first TD Saturday.

quit. We kept playing but it was-
n't meant to be Saturday. We
don't like not being division
champs, but we'll be ready to
win the next four and go from
there.”

The Warriors fumbled the ball
away on three straight fourth-
quarter possessions, the first two
at the Harrison 26 and 18,

Matt Turney, who recovered
the previous fumble, forced the
third with & hit while covering a
punt, and Blake Ashley fell on it
at the Harrison 44,

That led to Bryant's third TD
reception with 2:568 left in the
game.

“They’re lightning fast and T
knew (the Warriors) could scare
at any time,” Herrington said. “I
didn’t feel comfortable until
Ricky scored the last one.”

Western outgained Harrison
330-24 on the ground and 362-
240 overall,

Eric Sage added 60 yoards on
13 carrics for the Warriors, Pay-
ton 26 an 10, Payton completed
two of seven passes for 32 yards.
Harrison’s Matt Reed rushed six
times for 16 yards.

“1 thought the defense did a
good job,” Herringlon said.
“You're not going to stop them

ALL YOU DO TO ENTER IS:
Put your question on a postcard along with your
name, age, address, and phone number and mail

it to:

all day. The wet field was tough
for Sage but good for Johnson. It
was hard for us to get our footing
10 tackle him.”

Harrison's Zach Burton and
Western’s Jim King nlso recov-
ered fumbles.

Despite the loss, Apap
remained positive, especially
cansidering the Warriors had
that many yards ngainst a Har-
rison defense.

*We know swe can play football
with anybody,” he said. “The
thing is three times we had the
ball inside their 20 and didn’t
score, We need to do that.

“We'll regroup and take care of
what we have to do. | know my
kids. They'll be ready to play
anybody any place.”

Herrington said he won't lat
his team rest on its lnurels with
two division games remnining.

“We have a little business left
in the league,” he said, “We'tl
make sure the kids don't aver-
look Canton.

“They're a much improved
teant, nnd they controlled the
ball ngainat a pretty good
Northville team, We'll make sure
they don't live on this one. We've
got a tot of work to do.”

qunstmns—youm could be ono of them! If it

Ask a Lion

c/o The Obsorver & Eccontric Newspapers
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48160

You are limited to one q ion for each p
plense do not send duplicates. We'll collect
posteards throughout the ontire football season.

‘Max Wo;nlcz
" of Northville Townshup
‘What kind of signs would
you nollce inithe stnnds"
LR

Emplayes of the Oimerver & Trcentric Newsgaper, Ihe Dctrt Lons and WAY! Radt are oot
eligible. ror atr rormbers of their famhes.

’\
(O He doeqn t noncc any signs on game day: he's too focused on the
Q gmna Hotvcw‘r he does notice them durmg pmcl/ce on Mondnys.

i HERMAN MOOR
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