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“If there is one American fash-
n historinn who can put it all
nto perspective, it's Sandy. What
iy o faghion historian? I'm ofraid
it doesn't come from years of
highfalutin’ study and degrees
from Yale. It comes from Sandy’s
lifelong obzession with collecting
and researching fashion and
Hollywood costuming,” Mizrahi
writes.

Schreicr is o constant font of
goesipy stories that give insight
into what we see or think we sce
on the silver screen.

Schreier's love alfairs with
fashion and movies began when
her father worked as a furrier at
Russeks.

w

“As a little girl I was token to
Russcks on Saturdnys and would
dress up. 1 was the darling of the
store, n little Shirley Temple,”
sho said.

It waa there that Schreier first
begaen rending Vogue, Bazaor
and other fashion magazines.

“They were picture books for
me to read, I was bitten by the
bug at an carly age,” sho suid.

And she was also bitten by the
movie bug as well, imaging her-
self up on the silver screen.

“I alwoys said when 1 grow up
I want to be a movie star. But
what I really wanted was to
wear the beautiful clothes on the
sereen,” she said.
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Over the years, Schreicr has
been a costume designer (for the
Supremes, for whom she devised
ostrich feather creations that
enrned her the “Feather Lady’
nickname), a model (for Vidol
Sassoon, Mary Quant and oth-
ers), a world-clnss colleetor ond a
historian nnd curator of fashion,
who mounted the exhibit “Chic
to Chic” at the Detroit Institute
of Arts in 1992.

She was recently nomed a
national spokeaman for The
American Film Institute/Block-

o “supermom.” ¥

“I really got to do what every
mom does while sitting home
ploying dress up,” she said,

The children are now grown
and Schreier and her husband,
attorney Sherwin Schreier, have
five grandchildren.

The interests in fushion and
Hollywaod dovetailed in the
19708 when Detroit’s movie mae-
stro Bill Kennedy invited
Schreier on his popular show.
She followod with regular
appearances with Kennedy's

buster Enter t “Legends™
tour. And, she'll soon be realizing
her girlhood dream when she
goes before the cameras for a
part in the movie “Inspcctor
Gadget” with Matthew Broderick
and Rupert Everctt.

*1 was fortunate to be from a
city where at one time the nuto-
motive executives wives bought
from the couture houses. I was
able to sce, touch, feel and even-
tually be given gifts of couture to
callect,” she said.

Designing and collecting
allowed her the time she needed
to raise her four children and be

7 the chullient Sonny
Eliot.

But Schreier waen't comfort-
able with her knowledge of Hal-
lywond contume design at the
time, 80 she beean to seek out
the top designers. She found
they were as interested in her
knowledge of couture ng she was
in costume design and Holly-
wood celebrity.

“They were asking me as much
about Digh fashion as I wos ask-
ing them nbout movie fashions. I
learncd the most from Edith
Head, who was very gencrous
with her knowledge and willing
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to share with me,” Schreier said.

The designers introduced
Schreier to movie stars but alse
1o costume houscs, beaders, fur-
riera and art directors. She
becamo friends with such
notable screen legonds as Lano
Turner, Lorctta Young and Glo-
ria Swanson, who shored her
love for fashion, and with young
stars like Midler who are just
beginning to nppreciate the his-
tory of design.

It was the lote Edith Hend, the
Hollywoad designer best known
to the general public, who told
Schreier that fashion design #nd
movie costume design are entire-
ly different, miles apart. Head
told her fashion designers create
clothes for real people, costume
designers for characters in a
movie, Head, for ane, never tricd
to market her creations to the
public.

Schreicr's book begins in the
earlicst dnys of silent movies.
Most of the originnl movie
moguls were from the New York
garment industry and were hat-
urally interested in fashions.

“Faghion is cntertainment and
going from fashion to entertain.
ment is not a big gap,”she suid.

Schreier makes two mujor
pointa in her book: One, it is
Hollywood, not Paris, thot has
been the major fashion trend sit-

ter and, two, Holiywood costume
design is in decline. Producers
allot smaller budgets for costum-
ing nnd use “costumers” rather
thon designers. Costumers
choose clothes from various
sources rother thun creating
original designs. Once only the
extras were outfitted by cos.
tumers.

She said even the much
acclaimed “Titanic” failed in its
costuming. She said the rich
ladies on the ship would have
hod their couture dresses with
them, and the dresses in the film

do not match up. She said Mar- -

tin Scorsese’s “Age of Innocence”
does a better job of conveying the
elegance of the period.

On the other hand, many of
today’s young stars are attract-
ing the attention of clothes
designers, who rush t6 dress
them for awards shows und
other public appearances.
Schreicr gaid the new nctre:
Uma Thurman, Carmen Diaz,
Mira Sorvino — have figures like
runway models, o new look com-
pared to the tiny actresses of
Hollywood’s golden era and the
voluptuous stars of the 19504,

And when Umn, Gweneth or
Tam Cruise wear o fashion, the
public usually wanis a copy. The
public, like Schreier, continues to
be starstrack,

“It's Like ‘Sciqguculd’ Set To Music!”
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I can relate to that. maybe that’s why I'm never B e e O - ,
in a rush with these guys. Sanding out a dent [ R '
| here and there, restoring the gears... soon I'll & AR RN e
have all the time in the world for them, just like
they have for me. That’s the beauty of
retirement. And now that it’s almost here, T'm
grateful that I started planning early — with |
U.S. Savings bonds. I started buying Savings
Bonds when I got my first real job, through a
Payroll Savings plan. I put aside something
every payday. And little by little, it really added
up. Bonds are guaranteed safe, too, and earn
interest up to 30 years. :
In a few more years, youw'll
the workshop more and more, fixing a hinge or NN
polishing a case. I know that there’s a lot of life PR
left in these old guys. I can relate to that. L U Py

sk your employer or banker abo ut with
~.U.S. Savings Bonds. For all the right reasons. .
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