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Road rage

We can only blame ourselves

West Bloomficld died just before lunch
Tucsday, Oct. 6, on 1-276 ncar 10 Mile in
Farmington Hills.

Police investigating his death have attrib-
uted Salisbury's death to what has become in
our fast-paced, aggressive society commonly
called “road rage.” That's hardly a fitting epi-
taph for anyone.

And when we hear news of someone's
unnecessary death on a highway because of
uncontrotled, competitive anger, we're
shocked.

Fﬂy‘onn-ycur-old Terence Salisbury of

B Salisbury's death should make
us all stop for a moment and make
an assessment of our behaviors
and motivations while driving

ty for death.

Salisbury’s death should make us all stop
for a moment and make an assessment of our
behaviors and motivations while driving.

We have turned driving inte a competition.

Any number of people die on higl
every day. Obviously what made this fatal
accident significant was the attribution to
rond roge.

Despite our shock and revulsion, it’s impor-
tant to note that a day after Salisbury's death,
the reckless actions of nnother motorist left
TFarmington Hills police in disbelicf. Near the
spot where Salisbury died, a motorist pulled
out of traffic and drove at full specd on the
right shoulder of nerthbeund 1-275 before cut-
ting back into traffic.

This motorist was lucky enough to stay
alive, but thankfully conducted his rage in
view of police who ticketed him for reckless
driving.

‘Part of what might make us all squirm
about Salisbury’s death is that we can under-
stand the frustration, anxiety and plain anger
experienced while driving in congested situa-
tions.

Today our roadways are plagued not only
by mnjor volumes of traffic — all moving at
varying speeds — but plenty of delays due to
the ever-present construction that is marking
our travels.

Driving today is exhausting. But that's no
excuse for the behavior displayed by
Inotorists, more often than not traveling at
speeds in excess of 70 m.p.h. It's an opportuni-

We pete for lanes. We to be the
first at a traffic stop. We compcete to be the
first in a line of traffic - even when it's not
going anywhere. Some motorists den't appear
to know that a red light means stop, Few
motorists balk as they scoot through the red,
putting all others in jeopardy.

In being competitive on the road, we have
transformed traveling into a game of one-
upmanship, with little thought that we are
driving machines weighing thousands of
pounds and that injury and death come far too
casily.

Qur driving is a symptom of our fast-paced
and aggressive lifestyles. The other guy is
truly just that — just another human being
who happens to be getting in our way and
another human being from whom we are
detached.

It is time to bring value back to our views of
other people, including motorists, It is time
that we are courteous and care that what we
do in our vehicles can not only hurt, maim and
kill oursclves, but others ns well.

No one has forced our lifestyles and society
to be fast-paced. No one is forcing us to live on
the edge and without regard for others. We
have done this to ourselves. And it's time to
stop.

Motorists face

A hen two drivers stage a reckless,

:Waggressivc battle over lane ownership

M on the I-275 freeway - leaving one

*dend — docs the state bear any responaibility?

!The answer mey not be as simple a8 you

think.

. The Observer can’t excuse negligent actions

‘of any driver. Neither can we demand that the

s state be held legally accountable when people

willingly ignore the law, But we can and

should try to understand the underlying rea-

Lsons why “road rage” oceurs — and one of those

Ereunonu is the overburdened - in some cases

:pnorly-designud — freewny system in south-

teastern Michigan.

- Redesigning freeways is costly and can take

+years, But maybe in the long run drivers

swould be better off if state officials began

~using some of last year’s gas tax increase to

s pay for better entrance/exit ramps and merge

* lanes -~ not just amoother blacktop.

»  Consider these “obstacles” faced by law-

+ abiding drivers everydoy:

¢ * B Entering southbound 1-276 from M-5 in

+Farmington Hills, driv_prs must merge to their

*left within a few hundred yards or they will

: find themselves heading back on M-5 and

+ Grand River,

V-8 Taking the castbound 1-96 ramp from

*southbound 1-275, drivers secking to exit at

> Newburgh Road in Livonia (the first exit),

“must cross over four lanes of eastbound free-

Vgvay traffic in less than a mile.

¢+ B The rural-like three miles between Ann

+Arbor Road (Plymouth/Livonia), Ford Road

E(chtlnnd/Cunton) and Michigan Avenue

Canton/Wayne) exits on northbound and

‘$outhbound 1-275 creates long back-upa dur-
d Tati

obstacles daily

plus,

What's even more troubling is these exam-
ples are taken from a freeway designed and
completed just 21 years ago, not some World
‘War Il-era transportation model. Engineers
don't design freeways for minimum or maxi-
mum traffic loads, according to Robin Pan-
necouck, spokeswoman for the Michigan
Department of Transportation. They may
have a broad range in"mind, but there are no
figures for what constitutes a “safe” number of
commuters, particularly since the actual num-
ber varies on a daily and hourly basis, Pan-
necouck said.

Still, the fact that the most heavily traf-
ficked atretches of I-275 are carrying more
than three times the number of vehicles on a
daily basis since the freeway opened in 1977 is
alarming. According to MDOT figures for 1997
(the Jast year available), a high point of
190,000 vehicles traveled the freeway daily
between the 1-696 and I-96 interchanges. That
campares to 57,000 passing through the I-
96/M-14 interchange in 1977, At Ann Arbor
Road, the daily traffic count was up to 79,000
from 60,000 in 1977. (Pannecouck said the
1977 figures are something of a misnomer
since the public may not have been fully
aware of the new freeway.)

When you add speed to the mix, you're
increasing the “road rage” quotient. The pas-
senger car limit on 1-276 ranges from 65 to 70
mph; it was 66 mph when the freeway opened.

MDOT suggests that freewny commuters
use common courtesy and remain aware of
surrounding drivers when merging. Use turn
signals and allow others to get into tho traffic
flow. Those are certainly good points. But

I
E_ {ng peak periods, The ibi

o
r{hese communitics is a very unrural 300,600-

pd freeway design should be part of the
“road rage” solution too.

Election: Be an

- @ ovember and the general election is gaining
on us. It's right around the cornor.

G 55

2 While we are busy talking with candidates and
“addressing the ballot issues that will face voters
‘in Novomber, we ask that 08 voters you take this
~upcoming clection seriously.
 Take the time to read and learn about the can-
~didates; consider the issuca important to you;
“consider issues important to your community.
“Then make an informed decision. Not a hurried
none. Not one baaed on namo recognition. Ask
ourself if the candidate you chooso will ade-
“guntely and appropriately represent you and
Gar community in the stato Houso, stata Senato
“or Onkland County Board of Commissionora,

informed voter

In such a busy world, it's casy to forget to vote,
or to make it the lnst thing on your “to-do list.” If
you cannot be in town on Tuesday, Nov. 3, apply-
ing for an absentee ballot and voting it is os sim-
ple as registering to vote.

Death on 1-275
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Eatal: Road rage has been blamed in the death of Terence Salisbury, 51, of West
Bloomfield on 1-275 near 10 Mile in Farmington Hills.

LETTERS

How many should die?

hould President Clinton order the bombing

of Serbia to thwart human rights abuses?
When our bombs kill people it is an American
atrocity.

Is it fair to bomb the Balkans and ignore
Chinn, Ircland, and U.S. cities with histories
of abuse?

Communist terrorism was expanding in
Europe, Africn, South America and Cuba. All
of Asia would fall like dominocs if Vietnam
fell, so the Joint Chiefs of Staff drew the line.
World War I survivars wanted no more holo-
causts or surrendering, and accepted the
responsibility. When TV screens focused on
American casualties the mood changed.
Among the war’s most unforgiving critics was
Bili Clinton, who actively supported our Viet-
nom opponent in Moscow.

It is unforgivable that President Clinton
would involve this country in a war to distract
TV attention from his personal failings. How
many must die to save this presidency?

Hank Borgman
Farmington

Silenced

'(‘yon missed the PBS specinl on the fund-
raising efforts of the Democrat and Republi-
can parties, you should try to find out when it
will air again. It was entitled “Washington's
Other Scandal.” From the presidentinl coffee
to tax-exempt organizations’ issue-related ads,
it shows just how low politics has sunk.

If you are interested in details of the pro-
gram and the fund-raising cfforts, you should
visit the PBS Web site at pbs.org. There are
numerous }inks that give an enormous
amount of detail on political contributions.

Wouldn't it be great if we could just ban
PACSs, lobbyists, soft money contributions,
phony contributions to tax-exempt organiza-
tions that run “issuc-related” ads, the use of
union dues for direct or indirect political pur-
poses and limit rich candidates from using
their own money for political campaigns?

Until then, the system will not work and we
can never be assured that the elected official
is truly working in the best interest of her/his
constituents.

We should also make it illegal for an attor-
ney or law firm to contribute to the campaign
of any individual running for any judicial
office. Or better yot, ban the attorney or law
firm from ever practicing before the judge if
clected. And finally, isn't it ridiculous that
“non-partisan” candidatea for the state
Supreme Court are neminated by the political
partics?

1t used to be the voice of the people that
affected the political process. Unfortunately,
that voice has been silenced and replaced by
the sound of big money, big unions and decep-
tive practices.

Tom DeWard
Farmington Hills

Nothing to lose

With the elections coming up in November
it scema very clear to me that if voters
would set nside their hang-ups of voting along
party lines nnd instend vote for the issues at
hand, some very positive changes could be
made in Michigan.

Yes, Geoffrey Fieger is flamboyant. And,
yes, he has a record of suying what he thinks,
which is politically incorrect. But he also has a
record of getting things done, winning court
cnses fighting for the underdog. He stands up
to government bureaucrats who seemingly
have nothing better in mind than to.try to
look good by spouting off politically correct
paragraphs and catch-phrases, but accom-
plishing nothing or next ta nothing.

But isn't Michigan due to finally have a
governor who wants to push aside all the
politicatly correct garbage and excess baggage
and cut to the chase, where the rubber meets
the road?

Talk is cheap and so far all we've gotten
from Gov. Engler is cheap talk and programs
that do not work. He intimates all the good he
has done, like cutting taxes, but that is just so
much hogwash. Example: He constantly works
his so-called tax cuts into his rhetoric. But he
never mentions that he also raised Michigan
vales taxes fram 4 to 6 percent, which affects
all of us more than all the other little tax cuts.
Anybody could do that and it doesn’t teke an
ounce of brains to do it.

Nothing he has proposed te better our
school systems has better educated our kids.
He has decimated government-spansored
mental health care, putting the mentally ill in
jails instend of where they can receive treat-
ment. He has decimated the Bureau of Auto-
motive Regulation, the department that is
supposed to protect us against vehicle repair
rip-offs, The BAR is nearly running on empty,
with only about 10 percent staff, no legisiation

to effectively enforce repair laws and 50 cases
on a BAR investigator's desk at any given
time, making at least a five-month backing of
cases. '

Isn't it time to change these things? 1
believe that for our own good we should give
Geoffrey Fieger a chance to show us what he
can do. What do we have to lose? Status quo?
In a one on onc debate on the issues Fieger
could crucify Engler, -

Kenneth Kemp
Farmington Hilla

Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basis for opinions
in your own words. We will help by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number,

Letters shouid be malled to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed to

248:477-9722.
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City clerks and their staffs in Farmingt
and Farmington Hills have worked hard to
make the whele process of voting - from regis-
tering to vating - as simple and uncumber-
some as possible. Take advantago of it.

1f you don't vote and don’t vote armed with
knowledge, there's really no ona to blame for
tho state of affairs but yourself, It's what you
deserve.
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, we think about community journalism

we publish

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

ition. They ider th lves to be
in to write the unusual or

independent from the stories and
ional and then dashing off to cover

they cover,
hing clse. We regard ourselves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the commutnities where we work.”

= Philip Power




