Assisted suicide can have ‘dreadful consequences’

. turn to suicide?
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" in infancy or
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B21don't know whether in Eskimo communities
the aged are actually put afloat on an ice floe,
but 1 can see the equlvalent hecoming accept-
able in a culture that links medical technology
with a quick soiution to the problem of folks who
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cared for or witnessed the pro-
longed suffering of a loved one
have the most convincing cre-
dentials in this debate.

ANe\'crthclcss. 1 expect that I
will vote against the referendum
to pngmit the legalizntion of

i medical ry ar
sophisticated drug therapies,
most people died relatively
quickly. Now it's typical to live
long cnough to dic of some ill-
ness that wastes us slowly,
Advances in medicine hold off
death longer than we might like,
And since it's possible to keep
people alive, physicians often
fecl compelled to do so — either
simply because they can — or
because they fear some legal or
moral liability. Add to that the
fanaticism of those who value
“lifo” so highly thot they fight
court battles to prevent family
members from “pulling the plug”
on the brain dead, and we are
not much encouraged when we
survey our own prospective end-
ings. (Just such a case has been
in process in Virginia, where the
wife of u man in chronic vegeta-
tive states who had told his fam-
ily he did not want to be kept
alive in such circumstances,
foces court challenges from peo-
ple whose interest in the case is
purely abstract.)

I am not very courageous
myself. That being the case, the
possibility of being able legally
to resort to so-called “physician-
assisted suicide” has its appeal.
If hard pressed, there would be a
somewhat ensier remedy than
seeing an illness through, Cer-

- tainly God doesn't give us “extra

eredit” for proving that we can
tough it out. It's not hard to sce
how people might came to sup-
port legalizing suicide with the
aid of a physicinn — either as a
hedge agninst one's own poasibly
rough ending, or out of compas-
sion for others. Those who have

ph; isted suicide. I will
cast my vote keenly aware that I
might be wrong. And yet, my
conscience cannot permit me to
aupport this referendum. Why?
In part for reasons that I would
have to deseribe as sub-rational,

Not irrational mind you — not in
canflict with the reasoning mind
= but out of some intuitive
genge that there is grent danger
here. It's beyond my power to
articulate those sub-rational rea-
sons, but they have a hold on
me.

However, when I cngage my
rensoning powers, I discover that
1 am simply not persuaded that
there is any way of writing a law
which cun possibly nvoid some
dreadful consequences. One

such dreadful consequence is
that sick people will, in some cir-
cumstances, feel o moral pres-
sure, however sabtle, to make
their families' lot easicr by scek-
ing an cnd to their own lives.
Once physician-nssisted suicide
becomes familiar and vnintimi-
dating, people in advanced age
may feel that they also ought to
check out of thir world to aveid
consuming retources which
might go to impatient descen-
dants. The ethos of medical care
will change, and the costs of car-
ing for people who consume med-
ical resources will scem exces-
pive when we have all become
accustomed to the option of an
casy exit. I don't knew whether
in Eskimo communitics the aged
are actually put afloat on an ice
floe, but I can see the equivalent
becoming acceptable ir o culture
that links medical technology

with o quick sofution to the prob-
tem of folks who live too tong.

Mony physiciany oand
providers of hospice care assure
us that there are better ways of
dealing with the crises that
accompany the end of life, I sure-
ly hope 50, because I can see in
physicion-assisted guicide laws
an increasing callousness that
will turn to impatience with
those who hang en longer than
society, or their HMO, or their
heirs find compatible with their
interests. Do I have a better
solution? No. But better to live
without a “solution”, if there is
one, than to rush to one that is
gunranteed te create mare prob-
lems than it solves,

The Rev. Ronald P. Byars is
pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church in Birmingham.
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c/o Beliefs and Values Editor,
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MUSIC PROGRAM

“Michigan Bach Festival Con-
cert,” featuring David Hickman,
trumpet, and Willinm Neil,
organ, will be presented at 3
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 18, at Kirk in
the Hills, 1340 West Long Lake
Road, Bloomficld Hills.
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March
of Dimes

Saving babies, together

March of Dimes Jail & Bail

Meet Blue, star of

.

Nickelodeon's Blue's Clues,
and don't forget your camera!
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The nation's premiere lock-up eventl

October 19 -23

Tel-Twelve Mall In Southfield * Tyner's Furniture In Ann Arbor
Cobo Conference & Exhibition Center In Detroit
Macomb Mali n Roseville  Southland Mall in Taylor

Arrange to “arrest” someone you know. Finger a friend. Bust o business

colleague, Proceeds support of March of Dimes efforts to save babies
through programs of research, community services, advocacy and education.

For information, call (248) 359-1550
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Hotel Pontchartrain
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Sunday, October 25 ¢ 11-4

Sauthtield Civie Center, Evergreen Rd. berween 18 & 11 Mile R,
EREE_ADMISSION! For information call (248)352-0990.
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