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SRO’s ‘Deathtrap’ is a first-r

SRO Productions presents Ira
Levin's “Deathtrap,” 8 p.m. Fri-
days-Saturdays, Oct, 16-17, 23
24, and 2 p.n. Sundays, Oct. 18
and 25, at The Burgh, northeast
corner of Civie Center Drive and
Bergt Road, Southfield. Tickets
88, 87 seniorslchildren, call
(248) 827.0701.

By Bon WEISEL
SPECIAL WIITER

“A story well caleulated to
keep you in suspense,” intro-
duced the papular “Suspense”
series on radio and TV from the
19405 through the 1960s, It’s o
perfect description of SRO Pro-
ductions’ current show, “Death-
teop™ nt The Burgh in Southfield.

Irn Levin's classic mystery-
thriller ia the longest running
play of its type in the history of
Hroadwny. Unfortunately, SRO%
“Deathtrap” iy scheduled to run
only through Sunday, Oct. 25. It

Formidable singers triumph

Michigan Operu Theatre pre-
sents “Turandot,” an opera by
Giacomo Puccini 8 p.m. Friduy-
Saturday, Oct, 16-17; 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Oct, 18 at the Detroit Opera
House, (corner of Madison Ave.
and Broadway, Detroit, across
from the Detroit Athletic Club)
Tickets: $18- 8§95, call (313) 874-
7464 or (248) 645-66606
BY MARY JANE DOERR
SEECIAL WRITER

In Chinese folklere, to know u
man's nnme is to possess him. In
Puccini's Chinese opera spectac-
ular “Furandot,” to sing ubove an
orchestra and chorus of hun.
dreds with powerful high Cs is
to possess the role.

Soprano Alessandra Marc
clnimed this role as her signa-
ture picce again Saturday
evening for Michigan Opera The-
s glorious seasen opener at
the Detroit Opera House. Her
performance is a voeal feat that
sets her apart fram others in
that rare breed of dramatic
sopronos. It s not the mere size
of her incredible voice and the
way she sustains the high notes
over two grueling acts, but in the
seven yeurs since she last
appeared here, her delivery has
become more precise.

Her command of the stage is
cqualed by the formidable tenor
Richard Murgison as Calaf, the
Unknown Prince, The interna-

deserves more, I8 a first-rate
production,

The performers create riveting
characters. Dircctor, Ralph
Rosati bugins slowly, deliciously
shaping # story of murder und
intrigue, then building it to a
deamatic ending. The excellent
setting includes u spectacular

tionn) press has daringly com-
pured this Canadian to the
young Pavaretti. No wonder? He
sang the audience's favorite
“Nessun dorma” (Pavarotti's
usual encore) with a clear and
natural ense, even after heing on
stage for two previous speetacu-
lar acts.

“Turandot” is a gory tale of o
Beautiful ice priveess. She
reigns in tecrur by enticing her
would-be suitors with three
unanswerable riddles about hape
and blosd. Get the answers
right, the suitors become hus-
Dand and king.

Al of them get the answers
wrong and lose their heads like
WIBK-FOX Lee Thomas who
played the ill-fated Prince of Per-
s, With afl the hewds on sticks,
the scene mipht be the French
Revolution.

Th avaprery toke place at
the Forbidden City in Peking,
represented in a contemporarily
plain set from the Washington
Opera. Traditional in its lines
(with the classic stairway ta the
dropped-down throne out.of the
ceiling and flanking sides), the
scenery did give Yugo,
director Dejan Miladinovi
ulous oppertunity to feature his
colorfully clad cast with dramat.
ic lighting. The Ping, Pang, Pong
seene (Frank Hernandez, Cesar

Suspense:
Judie Hill
(left) and
Toby Booker
in a scene
from SRO
Productions’
“Deathtrap.”

collection of lethal antique
weapons (hattle axcs, crossbaws,
duggers, knives, swords and
guny) — which you just know are
poing 10 be used.

Atmospherics are terrific.
Splendid lightening and thunder
provide just the right accent to a

Uliea, and Jerold Siens) was
nicely accentuated. Maost effec-
tiv the chorus movements
perfeetly in synch with conductor
Steven Mercur

the orchestra pit.

“Turandot” is Puccini's mast
picce with it's cra
chords and imperial melodies,
but he died in 1924 after com:
pleting slave Liu®
sung by the exquisite Norah
Amsellem (in odd make-up
which is anything but Chinese).
T'he ynuny soprano has already
mastered the art of enlisting the
*s sympathy, The touch-
ing scene, followed by the
resplendent Hae i Tion as
Timur, was so cffective, it was
difficult to adjust to the abrupt
change that follawed when the
royal blue curtain descended on
the two lovers, Turandot and
Calaf, for their final duct.

That duet and the pgrand
finale is a new ending compased

ending and Puccini’s notes. The
results are satisfying. With that
ending, the impressive impre:

trained chorus finishing the pow;

atre embarks upon a new realm
of world class opera.
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by Mercurio using Alfanc’s 1924

sionistic sun rose over the stage
shining on Suzanne Acton's well-

erful strains of Puccini’s imperial [§
hymn as Michigon Opera The-

durk and stormy night. Mood
music is cerie, seary stull by ilm
composer, Bernard Herrmann
(*Psycho,” “Vertigo,” “North by
Northwest,” “Journey to the Cen-
ter of the Earth,” and othees).

“Deathtrap” is a play within 2
play. A once successful play-
wright, Sidney Brubl, is suffer-
ing through n dry spell and
embrrrassing flops, His wife's
fortune is nbout spent, when a
writing protépé sends him a
script for review, Sidney recog-
nizes it as the perfect thriller -
“two ucts, one set, five charac-
ters, a juicy murder in Act 1,
unexpected develapments in Act
11, sound construction, good din-
logue, Jaughs in the right places,
highly commereial.” Guess what?
These lines describe the “Death-
trap” that Levin has written and
the audience is nbout to experi-
ence.
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The play has more twists and
turns than an ngitated boa con-
atrictor, and takes you on a
rolter-conster ride of cmotions.
Sidncy appears to con {(not true
as it turnag out} the young man
into allowing him to collaborate
on the certnin hit (called of
course, “Deathtrap™). Deception
and jealousy ensuc — and before
the evening is over, we have at
least three dead bodies (one
more than once) and perhaps
two more possibilities, And there
are only five people in the cast!

Joel Grassman scores big time
as the scheming Sidney. This
urbane inan of wit and charm
goes from joking nbout murder
for fame and fortunc — to actual-
ly planning one. Is it just ar sct?
Lindn Bodnar is very good as
Myra Brubl, the confused wife
who almost has n heart attack
when her husband toys with the
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idea of murder. What would it
take for her to have the Big One?

Keith Prusak gives o sterling
performance as Clifford Ander-
son, the aspiring writer. At first,
un innocent collaburator on a
play, we lcarn he has a more sin-
ister side. Does it include mur.
der? Toby Bouvker effectively por-
troys Sidney’s mild-mannered
attorney, until he realizes he can
get rich writing a play about the
evening's events. Would he kill to
get what he wants?

Judic Hill as the eccentric
Dutch psychic, Helga Van Dorp,
steals every scene she's in. The
heavily accented clairvoyant
warns of impending murders
and fake murders to bring about
rea] murdera. Could she be
attempting to deceive us all? My
advice - don't believe anything
yau see until the Jast minute of
the final scence of the last act!
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