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Eddie Murphy r

BY JON KATZ
SPECIAL WRITER

Where have you gone, Reggice
Hammond and Axcl Foley? Eddie
Murphy's loose cannoen charac-
ters from “48 Hours” and “Bever-
Iy Hills Cop™ figuratively strain
beneath the sheets of his guru's
garb to save “Holy Man™ from
terminal niceness. They don't
make it out, and therein is the
film's failing.

To describe “Holy Mun” is to
first rattle off the films from
which it blatantly steals. You've
got the enigmatic fish out of
water whose naiveté is misinter-
preted by the capitalists (“Being
There”). You've got the commer-
cial parodies (“Kentucky Fried
Movie"). You've got the wise-
cracking TV control room guys

(“Tootgie™). You've got the fast
rise nnd faster fall of the cult
icon (“Tommy™). And you've got
the misguided network exccu-
tive's on-camern reformation
(“Scrooged”). Which proves once
ngain that on the big screen, the
whole is often less than the sum
uf its parts.

Eddic plays “G,” a man of no
possessions and no hair, whose
personal pilgrimage somehow
lends him onto the MacArthur
Causeway linking Miami and
Miami Beach. Thero he comes to
the aid of stranded motorists Jeff
Goldblum and Kelly Preston -
two execs with the Good Buy
Shopping Network - and before
you can say Maoharishi Mahesh
Yogi, ho's camped out on the floor
of Goldblum's South Beach

apartment.

Something is different about
G. He locks nt Goldblum's car
and it stops just short of hitting
him. He performs mugic tricks
that are maybe niore than magic.
And most of all, he has a hypnot-
ic effeet on everyone he talks to,
moking him the perfect pitch-
man to save the network’s rat-
ings and Goldblumvs job.

So into America's living rooms
he comes, a prophet for profit
starring in his own home shop-
ping show, “The G Spot.” Gold-
blum conches him just before air-
time: “In that camera is your one
special friend ... who needs mix-
ing bowls.” Instead, G strays
from the script to sell peace and
love: “We acquire, we consume
and we waste. That's not the
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estrains himself in ‘nice’ ‘H

plan,”

And that's not the Eddiec Mur-
phy we love to love. His calmneas
is killing. He's like the large dog
a boy brings home and begs mom
to keep in their tiny apartment.
We wait and wait for the reveal-
ing momént, confident that
there's something more to G
than what meets the camera’s
eye.

‘There are o few hopeful and
satisfying signs slong the way.
He's a practieal joker, allowing
gome hit-or-miss gags with Mor-
gan Fairchild, Betty White, Flo-
rence Henderson, Soupy Sales,
James Brown and Wiltard Scott.
He deftly puts down the young
Turk who would clean house at
the network. And there’s always
Murphy's trademark grin. But
the big moment never comes,
There's no “new sheriff in town,”
as Murphy's convict Hammond
announced in *48 Hours.” What
you see is all of G, and it's not
enough.

Goldblum ad libs much of his
“I'm dying hece” ravings, and it
becomes a broken record real
fast. Preston is one of a hundred
thirty-something actresses who
could fill the bill as the medin

oly Man’

JOX FARMLA

Prophet for profit: Eddic Murphy (right) with Jeff Gold-
blum (center) and Kelly Preston (left) in “Holy Man.”

analyst who comes under G's
spell. Tough guy Robert Loggin,
however, is a treat as the Ted
Turner/Sumner Redstone net-
work owner who chants his own
mantra {“It's nbout making peo-
ple feel they have to have it
when they don't want it").

“Holy Man” is a couple of
rungs below Eddic Murphy's
greatest hits, but let's be clear
that when he's op a roll, Mur-
phy’s mediocre is better than the
beat of his pretenders. He just
doesn't roll very far in this one.

Customer service is priority

at the new AMC megaplex

Stadlum seating: Everyone gets a good view with the stadium seating at AMC Livo-

nia.

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WIITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

Open since Friday, the new 20-
sereen AMC theatre megaplex in
Livonia wants to entertain you,
and mnke your visit as comfort-
able as possible,

The AMC Livonin 20 raises
AMC's screen count to 101 in the
metro Detroit Area. AMC Laurel
Park will continue operating,
with renovations including refur-
bished scats, and new carpeting
scheduled for the next year. Con-
struction is under way on a sec-
ond megaplex, AMC Forum 30
megaplex in Sterling Heighta
scheduled to open in fall 1899,

The megaplex features wall-to-
wall screens, stadium-style seat-
ing in corafortable high-backed
LoveSeats with retractable arm-
rests and cupholders, Stadium-
style seating on 18-inch rises
allows for unebstructed viewing
no matter where you sit, or who
is sitting in front of you.

AMC Livonla 20 Thoatre

Whoro: 19500 Haggerty (at
Seven Mile Road} Livania,
{734) 542.9976 for Informa-
tion, or (734) 542.9909 for
film Informatlon.

Blrthday Party Rontals ~
There is @ $100 minimum
charge. price Includes admls-
sion for 10 children and two
adults and concession “kid
paks” for 10 children which
include a kids slzed popcorn, 8
kids drink and o kids size
M&M. Price also includes use
of conference room for one
hour, and roped off seating In
the auditorlum where the cho-
sen movie is playing. The
blrthdey child recelves a spe-
clal birthday bag fllied with
movle items such as buttons
and mini posters. For more
informatlon, call {734} 542
3191, Ext, 110

Peicing: Twi-Lite shows for
movies starting betweon 4
p.m. and 6 p.m., $3.75; stu-
dents and senlor citizens age
55 and older $4.75 for evening

and matinces; adults $6.75
Ings, $¢

AMC Livo-
nla: The
new the-
ater fea-
tures 20
screens.

With 46 inches of row spnce,
six more inches than the indus-
try standard, and 40 ioch wide
seats, four inches wider than the
industry standard, are just two
ways AMC is making its cus-
tomers a little more comfortable.

All 20 theaters are handienp-
accessible on the main floor, and
an clevator provides handicap
access to upper levels,

There are eight auditorivms
on ench wing with flour in the
middle. Large signs point the
way, and the low ceilings help
create o homey atmosphere.
Other amenities include four
men and four women's
restrooms, threc concesaion
stands with 36 selling stations,
box effice with 10 selling sta-
tions, and two Will Call stations
for advance ticket pick up. Auto-
mated box offices will also be
instailed,

In addition to candy and pop-
corn, the concession offers icy
drinks, nachos, and hot dogs.

“No mntter what amenities we
provide, everyone comes to see
movies,” anid Joe Bombicino,
Enst Division market manager.
And AMC nims to plense.

“The nudience at an AMC
moegaplex is totally enveloped in

* the enhanced sight and sound

presentation,” snid Rick King,
senior vice president for AMC's
Enst Division. AMC's High
Impact Thentro Syatem consists
of the Torus compnund»q':_urvos!

mensional cinematic sound envi-
ronment.

‘To help ereate a festival ntmo-
sphere, local entertainers includ-
ing theater groups, school bands
and choir will perform at the
theater before shows. For exam-
ple, clowns will perform in the
fobby area 2-4 p.m. Sgturday-
Sunday, Oct. 17-18.

Trinity House Theatre, Livonin
Redford Thentre Guild and Ply-
mouth Theatre Guild were
among the groups whe per-
formed nt the theater opening
weekend.

“The groups were thrilled, and
it adds to the overall experience, -
it's fun,” said Tina Vaccia, mar- .
keting coordinator AMC Livania
20, “We like Lo give back to the
community,” enid Byron Kray- -
nnk, maneging dircetor of AMC
Livonin 20. .

Performing at the theater
gives groups a chance to increase |
their exposure, *It gives them an -
opportunity to get noticed nnd
showense their talents, It's a |
great opportunity for people
coming to see n movie,” said Voc- -
cin. During the holidays loenl ©
proups will be invited to sing *
Christmns earols at the theater. |
Groups interested in performing
at the AMC Livonia 20 can con-
tact the theater. :

Other cuatomer service ameni- |
ties include a three-dny advance :
ticket purchase aystem; option *
for movicgoers to join

screen and a "y

sound system. Sony Dynamic
Digital Sound envelops the audi-
ence helping create a multidi-

MovieWatch and AMC's fre-
quent movie-goer program that
offers special discounts and free
prizes.




