Opening a window
~ to a remade Detroit
Artists Market

y now, the metaphor of the com-

puter age has become universal.

Ain the cursor. Open a window,
Seroll down. Click a mouse. Plastic,
preferably.

Faster than you can recite Bill
Gates’ net worth, presto, n list of
choices, Followed by more choices.
And then, choices breeding choices,
Choices having offapring who breed
chaices.

After more than 60 years of clicking
on one window, the Detroit Artists
Market has broadened its migsion s
a 3hnwmum for Mlchlgun artists,
mnny of whom live in Oakland Coun-

Aim the cursor. Open a new win-
dow,

A decisive statement

Last year's rather uneventful the-
matie season, *Un-defining,” inaugu-
rated Detroit Artists Market's new
direction, which culminated 16
months of soul-searching, o period
once called “wondering about a pur-
pose,” which is
now referred to
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“Detachable
Music for a Collapsible Culture.”

Toss away those p
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Making a ditferonce: Caryn Mathes, WDET
General manager, ig largely credited with suc-
cessfully ateering the gtation to financial viabil-

ity as public funding has dwindled.

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFF WIUTRR

fprovenrano@oo.homecomn.net
For being in radio, the folks at
WDET-FM aro much too sericus.

Ask them why thoy forsake the
inl radio

What: WOET's Foll Fund-ralser

Whon: Through Saturday, Oct. 24 {or
whenover goal of $430,000 Is reached)
Where: 101.9 FM; WDET offices, 4600
Cass Avenue, Detrolt

For lnlo(mmlun about Dledglng.

Ype o
for the solemn sounds of pubhc radio,
and theyll talk about serious atufl’
like their commitment to quality pro-
graming, the importance of diversity
on the airwaves, and the station's
mission of being accountable to its lis-
teners,

Hellooo' Isn't “radio” suppesed to
sound smarmy, nostaglic-ridden and
unanbashedly predictable? ARter all,
this is the Machiavellinn mnrk:b[xw

. for-all 'B0s,

But on the same interminable air-
waveas polluted by Howard Stern,
Rush Limbaugh, and sophomorie
blather that makes lock ban-

all (313)
677-4146 or (800) 9599338

How diverss? Over a week, a dial
st at 101.9 FM will resound with
breezy news anccdotes from Nutional
Public Radio, Irish folk music, blue-

HTAY? PHOTO DY JIX JACDFELD
At the mic: Chuck Horn of Garden City is the
assistant music director at WDET-FM, His show
every Sunday night features techno music, and
interviews with artists.
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?1)\5'\/

half early, WDET General Munugcr
Caryn Mathes is quick to peint out.

Evcn a supportive, upwurdly mnbnle

hip that makes

aulwntc can only talerate so much
interference with their daily dose of
NPR. Becaure of the attractiveness
of the perceived listenership — charac-
terized by Mathes as decunon mak-
ers with disposable income” - revenue
from underwriters has increased 95
percent in the Jast four years.

A recent study, “Audience 98,” con-
duvted for the Cnrpurutmn for Public

grass, reggae, rock, 1, world

thythms, and, of course, authentic

Jjazz stripped ol’ any of those sterile
“smooth” connotations.

How layal aro listeners? In the
name of tho graat M of raunga, rant-
ings and rccnprocauon. itatimoto -
find out,

ter sound like recitations of Keats,
WDET has not only created a niche,
it's arguably the only game in town
in terms of diverse programing and
listener loyalty.

A iannual guilt trip
Friday, WDET, located on the
Wayne Stato University campus in
Detroit, kicked off its seminnnual on-
mr l'und-rmser While the plen for
and endless p

guilt (l‘or

about Detroit Artist Market 08 o
retail art outlet, Place them on the
same scrap heap with 20 megnhertz
hard drives and 6-1/4 floppy disks.

Tho 3,500-square-foot open market
inside Stroh River Place is makinga
case as a contemporary arts center.

“Before, the bottom-line for select-
ing an exhibit was ‘Can we sell it,”
said MariaLuisa Belmonte, exccutive
director of the Detroit Artists Market.

But now, expect contemporary art
exhibits from regional, national and
international artists.

Alternative space
’I'ho current cutting- r_-dge exhxb:t
ble Music for a Col!
Culture raises issuea about the
destruction of lincar time, and pushes
the notion of a vapid culture of TV-
watching voyeurs.

Five of the six artists havo pro-
duced vidco installations. They range
from reconstructed and spliced
images from soop operas to explicit
illustrations of the crossroads among
“Sex, and to the hauntingly
banal soundtrack to minimalist art.

Ploasc sco CONVERSATIONS, C2

Shooting sound: Artist Ken
Butler explores the relation- -
ship between music and visu-
al art.

N Btary yroto
. Talk mdlo. Icmn Fauth leﬂ, Caryn Mathes and

Debra Clayton find ways to mak

. wzth a broad range of' pmgrammg at

not giving)
are sched-
uled to run
through
Saturday,
the station
promises to
end the
talk-a-thon
fund drive
when it
Lits the
f targetof
$430,000 in
pledgcs.
Last
ErJudsnrmn gpring’s
weeklong
fund-raiger

e listeners identify P

_ dny-and-a~

that
income and formal education of lis-
teners are largoly irrelevant at pledge
time. While those with diaposable
incoma are myre likely to pledgo, the!
declaiva reason’ peop! ple donate, accord-
ing to the study, is their reliance on
programing and a strong identity
with the station.

In an industry of mega media merg-
ers and a narrowing range of formats,
WDET is mindful of the founding
tenets of the Public Broadeasting Act
of 1967, which served as a funding
catalyst for public radio stations
around the country.

“It sounds trite, but we're here to
make a difference in people’s lives,”
said Mathes, who began at WDET as
news dircctor in 1982 and is largely
credited with succesafully steering
the station to finrncial viabilily as
public funding has been reduced
stendily over the last 10 years.

“I love the story nbout people who
stop and wait in their cars to listen to
the end of an NPR report,orton
musical piece because they can't hear
it anywhere else,” said Mathes, a
Southfield resident.

Ultimately, WDETs strongest sales
pitch sounds a lot like an appeal for
uctive citizenship. In these timea dis-
tinguished by what Mathes calls “vir-
tual communities” created by target

Ploaso sec WDET, C2
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Author spins
media thriller
about ethics

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

bgallagherGoc.bomecomnrnet

Berl Falbaum hag seen the media
circus from all sides, and he doesn’t
like what he's been secing.

Falbaum, 60, of West Bloomfield was
u reporter for 10 years with the Detroit
News, an aide to Lt. Gov. James Brick-
ley for four
years, o cor- b
porate publie
relations man
for 15 years
and now
operates his
own PR firm,
Falbaum & §
Associotes of
Farmingten
Hills. He's
also taught
journalism
for 31 years
at Wayne
State Univer-
sity.

“I  think
we've created |
a culture
where  we Bofl Falbaum
don't pay attention to ethics,” Falbaum
said.

Falbaum turned his concerns about
dhlcq into a mcd:u thrilter, "A Matter
of Precedents,” (Practor Publi
$19. 9u)

“It's bothered me for a long time,”
Fnlbaum said. “P've written non-fiction
for 40 years and never tried fiction, 1
didn't think I had the talent. This is
not literature, but I read a couple of
books that told the story through dia-
logue and 1 thought, well, moybe, I can
do thm The messages were important
to me”

“A Matter of Precedents” takes corpo-
rations, news reporters, unions and
public relations reps to task for both
outright deceptions and for trimming
the ethical corners and blurring the
line between right and wrang.

The fictional Thompson Brakes has a
problem when several longtime
employces contract mesothelioma, a
form of cancer linked to expesure to
ashestos, n materinl once used in man-
ufacture of the brakes. Thompson
Brakes public relations representative
Tim Koufman has to defend the com-
pany’s position that nsbestos is not the
cnuse of the cancer.

Meanwhile Detroit Blade reporter
Sue Merriman is nggressively tracking
the story, perhaps too aggressively.

Falbaum is unsparing in his portray-
al of the corparate world, His execu-
tives are insensitive, greedy, short.
zighted sycophants or ego maniaces.
Kaufman distains his bosses but tries
to steer them through a responsible
response even as they resist the ethieal
way.

Falbaum tells an interesting story,
but clearly it is the arguments about
corporate and journalistic ethics that
are most important, The current situa-
tion in Washington makes Falbnum's
book particularly pertinent. The
Lewinsky scandal and media coverage
raises seme of the same cthical ques-
tions,

*1 look at the White House, and I

Please see AUTHOR, C2

U of M exhibits showcase surreal and anment trad1t10ns

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

lchomln@ce.ha mecomm.net

Surrealists would have loved the two
shows currently on exhibit at the Uni-

* Unlversity of Michigan
" Museum of Art

Where: 525 South State St., Ann
Arbor, Admisslon free, donations
waolcome, Holrs are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tussday-Saturday, untll 9 p.m.
Thursday, and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
For more Information, ¢all (734) 764-
0395 or visit the website at

www.umich.edu/~umma
Exhibits:
(R The

versity of Michigan Muscum of Art in
Ann Arbor.

“Dreamscapes: The Surrcalist
Impulsc” surveys the development of
the 20!}\ century movement against

lism, while an exhibition of
Korean decorative painting praises an
ancient culture’s traditions,

Curated by Annctte Dixon (Curator
of Weatern Art) and Carole McNomara
{Collections Manager), the Surrealist
oxhibition featurcs nearly 80 works
from the muscum’s permanent callec-
tions by Max Ernast, Arshile Gorky,
Joan Miro, Paul Delvaux, Rene
Mugritte, Yves Tanguy, nnd Louise
Nevelson.

“The Surrealists saw strange beauty
in l)wnc thlngs that didn’t seem to go

against the carnage of World War 1.

Dada was anti-tradition and every-

thing was n subject for ironic humor.
Following World War I, Andre Breton
founded Surrealism when he chal-
Ienged writers and artists to go beyend
actunl depictions to create art from the
conscious and subconacious. Artists
used dreams, automatic drawing with-
out any intervention of the conscious
mind, bizarre couplings, and effects of
chanee to renlize works of art that
united the rational and irrational.
Some of the imagery recombined
anatomical parts to produce machine —
or mannequin-like elements. Giorgio di
Chirico in “The Archeologists IV™ incor-
porates ruins, shields and nature into
the hodws Lo suggest collective memo-

Impuise* surveys the development of
the 20th.century movement through
Qct. 25. Docent lad tour of the exhibit
2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, Free,

A “Hopes and Asplrations: Docorative
Palnting of Koroa" features 10 old
s¢rolls and six large scroer\s from ma -
early 18th- to 20th century. O:

> said Dixon, “It's a i

ngmnst. a philosophy based on reason.
We wanted works that reflected that
movement from the '20s, '30s and '40s.
Once World War II broke out Euro-
peans came over here influencing
artists liko Arshile Gorky and Univer-
sity of Mlchlgun faculty members
Gerome Chet LaMore.

by the Aslan Art Museum of San
Francisco, the exhiblt continues to .
Sunday, Nov. 15. .

/
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1t extends into the'* 603 nnd ‘708"
Surrealism grow out of the Dadn art
movemont which arose as a reaction

R

ry. Tr born Brassai manip-
ulates photographic plates to turn a
part of a female's body inte a musical
inAtrument.,

Organized thematically rather than
chronalogically, “Dreamscapes’ in loss o
show of the greatest hits,” said Dixon,
“but of artists such as Stanley William
Hayter who influenced many of the
Surrealist artists and established his

Plcase see EXHIBITS, C2
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THIOTS COURTINY OF UNTVERSITY OF MICITIGAN
MUSTLR OF AaT

Choson dynasty: This ink and
mincral colors on paper by an
unknown Korean painter is
titled “Thunderbolt-bearer.”



