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Salem still No.

BY. C.d. RISAK
STAFF WRITER

cjrisuk@oc.homecomm.net

© A year ago, Plymouth Snlem’s
Boys cross country team made
school history by winning its
first-cver Western Lakes Activi-
tiés Associntion championship,
and the Rocks did it with what
conch Geoff Baker called their
hest race of the year.

~Salem and the rest of the
WLAA were back at Kensington
Metropark for another league
championship Friday. While il
wasn't exactly a re-cracanent of
{ast year's meet, the results were
similar. The Rocks defended
their title, but this time by a
comfortable margin without run-
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ning their beat.

“We didn't do badly,” said
Bakor. I thought everybody
might be a little faster, but it
was breezy out there. But when
we go out there {to Kensington),
we do what we have to do to
win."

Salem scored 50 paints, well
ahend of runner-up Livonia
Stevenson (82). Indeed, the bat-
tie for sccond pince was intense,
with the Spartans repelling chal-
lenges fram Walled Lake Central
(83) ond Livonia Churchill (86)
(sce statistical summary}.

The race-winner was Central’s
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1 in Western Lakes boys race

Todd Mobley, in 16:19.0. Salem,
however, placed threo runners in
the top seven, four in the top 16
and all five of their scorera in the
top 26.

Nick Allen was second
(16:38.0) and Jon Little took
third (16:40.0) to give the Rocks
o solid ene-two punch. Bobby
Cushman added to that combi-
nation by finishing seventh
(17:01.0), with Matt Anderson
14th (17:42.0) and Trevor Davis
24th (18:06.0).

Snlem did go with two of its
top-seven runners throughout
the scason, sophomores Craig
Little and Munvir Gitl, out of
action. Gill, battling a knee
injury, ran in the junior varsity

race, and Little was out of nction
due to personal reasans, .

Which is why the top five
Salem finishers were oll seniors.
“These guys knaw that when
someone ie down and out, some-
one has to step up,” suid Baker.
Which is what hoppened,

“I was real pleased,” he said. “1
thought, with our strategy, we
had to have three in the top five.
Bobby coming in seventh waun't
bad, 1 just figured we could score
in tho 40s, But they know that
you get to this meet and you run
to win.”

Although Stevenson mnnaged
to hold off Central and Churchill
for second, conch John Gores
wasn't exnctly pleased. *I was

hoping we could close the gap
(with Salem),” Gores snid, “We
didn't run to our potential, It
was nlmost a little disappoint-
ing.

“I figured we'd be second, but T
was hoping we could be firat.”

‘The Spartans did have a pair
of runners in the top 10: Joe
Verellen was fifth (16:49.0) and
Eric Bohn placed ninth (17:16.0).
Their other scorers were Brud
Carl], 17th (17:49.0); Matt
fsner, 20rd (18:01.0); and Eric
Mink, 28th (18:18.0).

Stevensan will get another
shot at Salem this weekend at
the Ann Arbor Pioncer regional,
The Spartans’ WLAA perfor-
mance could provide motivation
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for it: “Its great incentive in that
we didn’t run to our potential
and still finished second,” said
Gores.

One of the meet’s biggest sur-
prises was Churchill, according
to Salem’s Baker. “They wero
anly three points behind Central
and four out of second place,” he
noted.

The Chargers had three run-
ners in the top 13: Jason Rich-
mond finished eighth (17:07.0),
Joe Robinsin was 12th (17:40.0)
and Paul Mercier took 13th
(17:41.0). Other Churchill scoz-
ers were Brandon LaPointe, 26th
(18:15.0) and John McCallum, |
27th (18:16.0). :

behind her, It doesn't bother her.

“Today she had a terrible side-
stitch (cramp) nnd almost had to
walk, but she came back and fin-
ished strong.”
- Parker was sccond in the
WLAA mect laat year behind
teammate Kelly Travis, a four-
time Western Lukes individuat
¢hampion.
- “I had to remind myself not to
go out too fast and work the sec-
ond mile,” Parker said. “It was
all effort to get up those last
hills, but I felt pretty strong and
1an a pretty good race.
- “Monday and Tuecsday we
trained hard. Monday we did
1,000-meter repeats and Tues.
day we did intense specdwork on
the track. I'm stil} sore from
that.

“But I'm really happy because
all seven of our girls made All-

Conference and All-Division.”

‘The top 21 carn individual
mednls.

Stevenson also got n strong
performance from scnior Kim
McNeitance, who was filth over-
allin 21:00.

“Kim had a couple of bad races
early on in the scason, but she
didn't let it bother her,” Holm-
berg said of the 1997 first-time
All-Observer pick. “She's really
turned it around and has really
only had one bad race since.
She's my only four-year runner
on the team right now.”

Meanwhile, Salem coach Dave
Gerlach was clated with his
tenny's second-place finish after
taking third the previous three
years.

Junior Shae Potocki led the
Rocks with an 11th place finish,
followed by tenmmates Brynne

DeNeen (13th), Rachael Moraitis
(14th), Rachel Jones (15th),
Kelly Solano (24th), Erin Kelly
(25th) and Lisa Jasnowski
(31nt).

Kelly is the only senior in the
group.

“I'm very hoppy with this,”
Gorlach said. “Shac really
stepped up. This is the fivst time
she’s been our number one Tun-
ner. She's a tremendous athlete
and a competitor.

“Wo run in a big pack as a
team. It was a great team effort
in oll aspeets because we're pret-
ty tight, one through seven.”

Both teams head this Satur-
day to the tough Ann Arbor Pio-
neer regional to vie for one of
three state meet spots.

Also included in the field is
defending state champion Pio-
neer, Novi and Saline.

Brian Shiclds ran 1 yard for
the second Northville TD. Farm-
ington's Mike Addison blocked
the first PAT attempt, and Coo-
Iey slipped and fell on the two-
point try after the Shiclds TD,
leaving the Falcons with a 17-12
edge,

The Falcons rushed for 164 of
their 196 totnl rushing yardage
in the first half and outgained
the Mustangs, 170-47. '~ ,

Farmington scored the firat
three times it had the ball.
Wayne's 21-yard ficld capped
12-play, 63-ynrd drive at 4:47 in
the firat quurter.

Following an interception by
Gress, the Faleons had only to
drive 30 yards in seven plays.
Quarterbnck Scott Kneller
scored on 1 1-yard sneak. Wayne
also booted the first of two extra
points.

Far got the ball again
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CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS

WESTERN LAKES ACTIVITIES ASSN.
QIRLS CROSS COUNTRY MEET
Oct. 23 at Knasingion Matropark

Team standinga: 1. Livanua Stovenson, 30
painta: 2. Plymouth Satem, 77; 3. Horthwille,
85; 4. Wallcd Lake Central, 111; 5. Plymouth
Canton, 130; 6. Livorka Churchill, 135: 7.
Horth Farmington, 215; 8. Farmington, 234:
9. Wolled Lake Western, 260; 10. Uivanla
Framkkn, 264 11, Westlnd Jonn Glenn, 279:
12. Farmington Hills Harnson.

“op 30 Indlvidual finlshers: 1, Andica Park.
er (1S}, 19:44 (5,000 meters); 2. Alyson Flohr
(14, 20:22; 3. Ashicy Prince (WLG), 20:53; 4.
firlonna Turcsanyl (WLC). 20:57; 5. Kim
McHenance (LS), 21:00; 6. Leslic Knapp {L5).
21:03; 7. Atison Filiion [LC), 21:06: 8. Hatie
Sheron (LS), 21:10; 9. Sarab Ruclaski (PC),
21:12; 10. Christy Tailos (LS). 21:18; 11
Shao Potockl (PS), 21:23; 12. Morissa Mont
gomery (LS), 21:33; 13, Brynec Deleen (PS),
21:37; 14. Rochaet Moraitls (RS}, 21:39: 15.
Rochel lones (PS), 21:43; 16. Stephante

Skwiers (LC), 21:44; 17 Helal Fronk {NF),
21:46; 18. Chastl Kotarchick (N), 21:49; 19,
Amondd Sprader {N), 21:50; 20. Hillory
fcCrumb (M), 21:54; 21. Juhe Sachau {LS).
21:55; 22, Sennifer Complan (WLC). 22:03;
23. Sharton Ryan {WJG1, 22:04; 24. Kelly
Solono (PS), 22:0G; 25. Erin Kolly (PS),
22:07: 26, Karen Loeftier {N), 22:08: 27,
Jenny Futiong, {LF), 22:10: 28. Lark Haunert
(PC), 22:12; 29. Terra Kubert (PCY, 22:13;
30. Darcy Ctain (PC), 22:15.

WESTERN LAKES ACTIVITIES ASSH.
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY MEET

Oct. 23 at Kenslagton Matro Park
Tasm standings: 1. Plymouth Satem, 50
points; 2. Lvonia Stevenson, B2; 3. Walled
Lake Central, B3; 4. Livonia Churchll, 85 5.
Livenla Franklin, 129; 6. North Farmington,
144; 7, Nothville, 1G9: 8, Woestiand Jokn
Glenn, 188: 9. Plymouth Canton, 245: 10,
Farmington, 252; 11. Walled L
269; 12. Formington Harnson, 335,

starr,
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tnitividual rosutts {top 30): 3. Jodd hobley
{WLE), 16:10.0; 2. Nick Allen [PS). 10:36.0;
3, Jon Lille (PS), 16:40.0; 4. Josh Dunt (LF),
16:46.0: 5. Jot Yerollen {LS), 16:49.0; 6,
Keyin Aibuckie {H), 16:56.0; 7. Bobdy Custr
man {PS), 17:01.0; 8. Jason Richmond (LC),
7.0, 9. £1c Bohn {LS), 17:16.0; 10. Brlon
17:20.0; 11. Charkio Stamboulion

(NF) 12,
17:40.0; 13. Powl Mereler {LC}, 17:41.0; 13,
Matt Anderson (PS), 17:42.0; 15. Steve
Stewant (LF), 17:44.0; 16. Brion Bliyk (N},
17:44.0; 17. Drad Cunoll (LS), 17:49.0; 18.
Joft Eddinglon (WLC), 17:50.0; 19. Joremy
Auer (WLC), 17:51.0; 20. Chrla Curtln (WLC),
17:53.0; 21. Josh Meyes (WIG), 17:58.0: 22,
Matt Wiegand (NFj, 17:59.0; 23. Matt [saer
(L5}, 18:01.0; 24. Trevor Davis (PS), 18:00.0;
25. Jason Qabcock (WLC), 18:10.0; 26. Dran-
don LaPointo {1C), 18:15.0; 27, John McCak
lum ILC), 18:18.0: 28. Eric Mink (LS),
18:18.0; 29. Phil Johnson (LC). 18:21.0: 30.
Ethan Goodmaon (MF}, 18:21.0

wins among seven girls.

* Sarnh Paske won the 200
freestyle (2:07.07), Lisa Scher
‘the 50 freestyle (28.35), Lauren
Quellette the diving (145.95),
Lauren Turner the butterfly
41:06.34), Mclissa Navas the 100
Hrecstyle (1:00.54), Daniclle Blair
%he 500 freestyle (6:32.72) and
Jennifer Bendick the breast-
stroke (1:14.32).

2 Reading and Scher also were
“part of the winning 200 freestyle
selay team. Along with Sara
“Armstrong nnd Alissa Melvin,
“the Raiders had a 1:63.78 time.

< North's Corey Lchmann,
Randi Taub, Kristen Burke and
“Nevra Alver combined for a first-
-place finish in the medley relay
42:05.45). i

Z. The Raiders had second place
Zswims from Turner in the 200
Freestyle (2:07.76), Alver in the
M (2:22.26), Melvin in the 60
frecstyle (29.06), Burke in the
“butterfly (1:07.11), Danielle
*Navas in the 100 freestyle
41:04.08), Paske in the 500
Areestylo (5:36.81) and Tara
:Grider in the backstroke
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(1:07.84). |

Farmington's Tina Cavicchiali
was second in the breaststroke
(1:16.35) and helped the Faleens
take second place in the medley
relay. Heather Bruce, Cavicehi-
oli, Amy Lennon and Katie
Bosler finished in 21051

Lennon and Bosler also
teamed with Kristel Mathie and
Kristen DiCostanza for sccond
place in the 200 freestyle relay
(1:56.49). Farmington's Jamic
Militello was second in diving
(141.1).

North's Katic Ryan, Melvin,
Scher and Melissa Navas took
runner-up honors in the 400
freestyle relay (4:18.8).

Mathie was third in the 200

freestyle (2:10.3) and the 600
(5:36.88), Bosler the 50 freestyle
(29.45) and the 100 (1:05.81),
Bruce in diving (132.45) and the
backstroke (1:16.3).

The Falcons had other thirds
from Meclissa D'Arcy in the
breastatroke (1:19.37) and the
400 freestyle relay team of,
Mathie, Melissa Crawford, Bruce
and Cavicchioli (4:23.82).

North had one individual third
by Jackic Burke in tho butterfly
(1:12.99). The Raiders had two
third-place relnys: Erin Hughes,
Sarch Expose, Krystle Sheridan
and Ryan in the 200 freeatyle
(2:07,14); Qrider, Lindsey Taub,
Jackie Burke and Little in the
medloy (2:12,14).
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at the Northville 42 and ran the
ball on cight of nine plays.
Kneller's 16-yard pass to Brian
Davies put the Falcons on the 7,
and Brian Brinsden scored threo
plays later from the 1.

“We decided we were going to
play a little conservative today
and try to cut the errors down,”
Bechtel said. “We wanted to sun
the fullback, and we jumped on
them awful quick.”

Brinaden rushed for 64 yarda
on 19 carrics; Ostach gained 64

on 14 tries, and Scott Rycerz,

added 45 on 14 attempts.
Kneller wos 2-0f-6 passing for 75
yards as Farmington outgained
Northville overall, 271-217.

The Falcons held the Mus-
tungs 1o just 16 yurds rushing in
the first haif and 54 for the
game.

“The key to the game was their
inability to run the football on
us,” Bechtel said. “We don't look
like much. Brinn Brinsden is a
big linebecker, but we're not big,
otherwise.

“But those scven who play
inside for us have done it all
year. Nobody hns run the foot-
ball ort us, and that says a lot for
our kida.”

Cooley was 8-of-24 pussing for
129 yards with four intercep-
tions. Rob Reel, who played spar-
ingly after missing several
games due to a hairline foot frac-
ture, was 3-0f-8 for 84 yards.

FIANKLIN 24, N, FARMINGTON 7:

. Livonla Franklia used o ball control

offensc and stingy defensa to record Ils
first football victory of the scason Friday
ot home agalnst North Farmington. Both
teams are 3-7.

“The kids have always had the desire,
but now they understand what it takes
to play good foatball,” Fronklin coach
Tick tee sald, “From the point of
attack, running and passing, they were
getting after it."

The Patriots roared to o 24-0 halftime
tead.

Junlor Jeft Job, who Jed all rushers
witn 102 yords in 17 carries, scored in

the fitst quarter on a 2xyard run, The
extra point was blocked. !

On tha final play of the opening quar-,
ter, Job taltied his sccond TO on o 26-;
yard run. Quarterpack Joo Rugaglcro hit
Dan Deon with the two-paint pass to.
make it 14-0 tof the Patriots. !

In the second quartet, Qave Scicluna
booled o 3Gyard ficld goal, and Job
scored bis third TD on 8 10-yard run.

North, held to 87 yards rushing bnd
minus-1 passing, averted a shutout on
Tin Muir's 1.yard TD run in the final
quartet.

Franklin had 249 yords total offense,
196 on the ground in 39 attempts, Rug:
gicto was 9-0f-14 passing for 56 yards.

The Patriots had 12 first downs o six
for the Roiders.

CLARENCEVILLE 35, N'WEST 20: The
Trojans kept theirplayoff hopes allve Fti-
doy with a 35-20 Metro Conference fobt-
ol victory over visiting Rochester Hllls,
Lutheran Northwest. |

Clarencevilie is 6-2 overall, 52 in the
Metro. Narthwest talls to 35 ond 2-5:

With the score 29-20 carly in the final
period, Clarenceville made a goal-tine
stand at its own 1, ond sophomoro
Scott Wion put It awdy with a efnima
touchdown tun. 4

‘Wion also hnd @ SQ-yard Interception
feturn for o score ond cought a two-
polnt conversion pass from quartardack
John Wallace, '

Tim Shaw added o T-yatd TD fun,
while senlor tailback Walter Ragland,
who led all balt carriers with 203 yards
In 19 catoes, ran for two other TDS (46
and 34 yards). Ragland also ran for 8
two-polnt conversion,

Clarencevilte had 347 yords total
offense. The Trojons gave up 250 yards
rushing, but plcked off three passes.
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COLLEGE HOCKEY

1998-99

HOCKEY LOVERS PACKAGES
Catch 4 Action Packed Red Wings Games
PACKAGE G
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PACKAGE H
Feb. 3 va. NY Islanders
Feb. 19 vs. New Jersey
Mar. 28 ve. Philadelphia
Apr. 5 ve. Anahelm
PLUS -~ 7 DAYS OF COLLEGE HOCKEY
Dec. 26 & 27 » 34th Annual Great Lakes Invitational
Feb, 6 » Michigan State vs, Lake Superior State
Feb. 20 ¢ Michigan vs. Michlgan State

Mar. 12 & 20 » CCHA Champlonship
Apr. 10 ¢ North American College Hockey Champlonship
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Enter to win Détroit Red Wings Tickets!

ck.out pur wcbsilc—w»vw.obscrvgr;c@centri_

,coin to find out how ybu can

sline for-standing room orily-tickets!--
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